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DAVID GARRICK, . Efq. 



Dear Sir, 



i 



H AV E fo many obligations to you, and 
of fuch various kinds, that I can no way 
appeafe my prefent anxiety, but by this pub- 
lic acknowledgement from a very grateful 
lieart. 

Among a thoufand other adts of friend- 
fhip, I am indebted to you, for having 
prefented my memorial, and introduced me 
to the patronage of your noble neighbour, 
the late Earl of Hallifax ; the fignal fervicc 
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He did me when Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, 
and the diftinguiflidd itoarks of politenefs 
I received from his Lordihip after his 
return, were the confequences of that intro- 

An inviting opportunity here prefents 
itfelf of enlarging on your genius a& an 
adtor; but the reputation of our English 
Roscius has been fp long,, and fo firailf 
eftablifhed, by the concurring applaufe* ef 
an fc admiring public $ and his name will be 
fp hdnourably trarifroitted to pbfterityy by* 
the teftimonies of the beft writers, that L. 
wave the fubjed. 

t<et me- be, an inftance* of your upright 
conduct in. the arduous ftation of Manager* 
in ; which,, not even your earneft defirfl to 
foy* mfrcottldtyiflead yew to lay any thing 

before 
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before the pnWic, tkttiiad not foa* private 
approbation, / 

That diffidence which has conflantly at- 
tended any attempts of mine in the Drama, 
led me to be the more eafily convinced of 
any-defeft fK>ijit$4 PttV by * perfon of your 
acknowledged judgment in Dramatic com*- 
pofitions t It is ctnmx that there are many 
performances more calculated for the clofet 
than reprefentation. I have fome hope nvy 
fecond volume will prove the truth of this ; 
and that the indulgent Reader will pardon 
the partiality of a fond parent for a firft born 
favourite child. 

Permit me, Sir, to congratulate you on 
your retiring in the zenith of your powers,* 
from your laborious profeflion, to the calm 
enjoyment of an ample fortune, raifed by 
your own merit ; in my advanced Age, the 

mpft 
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moft pleating profpedt before me is, the 
hope of remaining to the laft moment of 
my life, 

Dear Sir, 

Your obliged Friend, 

And faithful Servant, 

B. Victor* 
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LETTER!. 

To Charles Mellish, Efq. at Gambia, Aftiea. 

London, — — 17 30* 
My dear Charles* 



H 



OW often have I taken up my pen to reply 
to jour kind, afft&ing letter, which feeiifd to 
.have come from the complaining ghoft of my de- 
parted friend: Iaffure you, if I was a thorough 
paced Roman Catholic, I would have mafles faid 
every day, for your delivery from your prefent 
purgatory $ but, alas ! I want gold, as well as 
faith, to employ their pn'efthood, and am almoib 
deny'd leifure to pray for you myfelf. 

After this complaint.for want of leifure, you 

will fuppofe fome ftrange alteration in my affairs— 

Vol, I. B Human 



Digitized by 



Google 



t ORIGINAL LETTERS. 

Efuman life is fubjeft to extremes-, and? he who 
complains of the lazy ftate of ina&ivity this month,, 
will entertain you the next with the fatigues of 
a&ion 5 but as examples imprefs the mind, more . 
ftrengTy than' dry maxims, take* this Hale hiftory 
of my adventures, fince you left me. 

You may remember that, j aft* before your depar- 
ture, 1 had finifh'd my congratulatory poem oiv 
the arrival of the Prince of Wales \ my worthy 
friend, Doftor Younge, having fet me on that at- 
tempt, and he afterwards brought me to the ac- 
quaintance of Lord Mai pas, the new appointed 
matter of the fiorie, to* whom- 1 dedicated irj his 
lordlhip procured me a private audience of the 
Prince, who . received the poem from my hands 
with his ufual politenefs.. The experience that I 
gain'd, by this time, of Lord Malpas's difpofition 
» to ferve me, determine me to ftrengthen my inte- 
rtft in that quarter, which I effe&ed, by employing 
a friend to apply to Sir Robert Walpole, for his 
good offices with his fon-in-law ; this application 
fuccecded, and irwasfgon determine! to place me 
in fomc creditable fituatioa in the Prince's houfe- 
hold ; Mr. Elliot, of Port-Elliot;, in Cornwall, 
had already quitted' the board 1 of excife, to take 
the appointment of auditor of accounts, and it was 
fettled that I was to be his deputy, I know not 
fcow it happen'd (perhaps from fome difguft the 

King 
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King had taken) but the compleat fettlemeht of 
the Prince's family was put off to the following 
year : Mr. ElUot was of too much confequencc 
to be dropp'd— and aneqjuivalent employment was 
found for him, in the Duchy of Lancafier, and 
the poor deputy fell to the ground. Whilft I was 
foliciting this bufinefs* and* confequently haunting 
of levees with unremitting afliduity, the charafters 1 
and appearance of feme of my brother fuitors, and 
dependants, frequently (truck me with ideas of 
pleafantry and' ridicule, and my officious jade of a 
mufe whifper'd me that out of all thefe materials,* 
arnufement might be co'Ue&ed for thofe who ar£ 
ftrangers to fcenes of lucli whimfical diftrefs ; in 
fliort', I * who Was always open to plerfng fedu&ion, 
could not refift the impulfe^and foon after brought 
into the wortd, a fatirical p oem, calrd the Levee 
Haunter ', and laid the brat at f>ir RoberVs door, 
yho kindly took it up, an# it fobn became a &. 
£onte of the town — but offsprings of this kind fel- 
clom make the parents fortune; I grew weary of 
felicitation's ; hopes and promifes foon' railed my 
imagination, anil my imagination deceived mc; I 
therefore quitted the ga^,' ffuttcrtnjg feene, and am 
iow transformed, from an imapnwy 9 to a real cha- 
racter*, the man ofbufirief$ y yes, I had' the fortitude 
to leave the delightful company of my gay, fpecu- 
lative companions, to get into the walk of plain 
ienfe, arid hidaftry, and, having foojifrced the in- 
B z dtilgencfe 
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dulgence'of inclination to the propriety of aftionv 

1 now find my k If rewarded with property and in- 

, dependance. But now, methihks I heir yoti cry 

out, explain, explain— My dear friend fhall' be 

obey'd Know ther>, that fome time ago, Si? 

William Dairy mple had eftablifh'd a warehoufe* 
at Charing Crofs, for the fale of Scotch linens, and 
with great fuctefs •, this event" led fome of my 
friends to conclude, that the linens of Ireland 
(which had gain'd great reputation from ; one 
to three fhillXigs a yard) if the manufacturers 
could be prevailed on, to make amendment in 
their bleaching, that their fine linens might be in- 
troduced from three to eight Hiillings a yard, and 
that whoever undertook to be the importer,* >Vould 
find his account in it •, in fine, my worthy city 
friends advifed me to take this bufinefs in hand, 
and from ad vifcrs became my fupporters, and fup- 
plied me with the folia means to carry the' plan 
into execution. I went twice over to Ireland to 
fettle a correfpondence, and make proper contrafts \ 
and when all preliminaries were adjufted, I took 
a large houfe in the middle of Pall Mall, over 
which you may now fee your friend's name in 
golden capitals, as the importer, and proprietor 
of Irifh linens. ' 

London encreafes every day in its number of 
houfes, as well as of knaves, fops, cowards and 

ftiarpers, 
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lliarpers, fo that, atyour return, you will find it a 
<very hopeful place: and yet one of thefe wretches 
will tell you, with a grave face, that there are no' 
monfters but in Africa, when my dear friend 
Charles Mcllifh fell a prey to thole monfters of 
London. The beafts of prey, that range your de- 
fcrts, are lefs dangerous than ours ; each of them 
fingly will attack you, but our beafts form confe- 
deracies for your deftruftion — witnefs their confpi- 
yacy, by ranfacking Europe to find out a match 
for you, at your favorite game of billiards— They 
Succeeded— your (kill was fo great, that you and 
yourmiftaken friends, thought no fum too high to 
ftake upon it — what was the confequence ? — your 
fortune fhatter'd, and you driven to the neceffity 
of repairing it by a wretched government in a dan- 
gerous climate. Pardon me-lor reminding you of 
your paft. follies — but Lam your friend, and would 
not have you forget them ; you have paid a va$ 
price for experience, and are now to make k 
ufefultpyou; the frequent rdcol left ion of former 
.errors will, with a man of your excellent under- 
ilanding, be a perpetual fource of leiTons, for yoja 
to guard your property better for the future, 

I went the other day, to our old piace of re- 
port, our much lov'd coffee-houfe, to have fome 
cfrat with your favourite Hetty, and there, among 
other ftrapge things, met with the following ~ac- 
B3 count 
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count of our old friend, Att — d, late of Lincoln^ 
Inn^ho was always a gay fprightly fellow, and one 
<of the beau monde*— Kow unfit men of that caft arc 
for bufinefs, cf^ecially the laborious ftudyoftbe 
law— You know his purfuit of pleafures foon redu- 
ced him to the condition of a convifr, and his fen- 
tence was voluntary tranfportation ; nor was thi$ 
done 'till he had injured his family, and almoft 
broke his fathers heart— rHe fet out for Jamaica— 
arid his father died before his arrival there-r-but 
happier days, and golden joys attended our young 
couhfellor — for, before he had been on the ifland 

> . . . * * • 

two months, he pleaded himfejf into the favour 
of a young, rich widow^ in fine he married her — 
and in lefs than two years, brought her over to 
England. They faave taken a hoiife in the New 
feuildings, gnd let up a tiandfome equipage — I have 
feen them together," in their new chariot, with 3 
brace of black flaves-r-There's an example for you ! 
Now you have it in your power, to exceed him in 
honour at leaft — You can marry fome Dowager 
, Queen, or Princefs, in her prime of youth and beau- 
ty! but, alas! for want of the fterling, they 
wou*d look upon her fable highnefs here, but as 
your flavc or bedipakcr ! 

I have ftepp'd from the Royal Exchange, to the 
African houfe, two or three times, fin ce I receiv*d 
the plwfpre of your letter* being acquainted whh 

the 
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the governor of that company — They fpeak of you 
there with great refpeft, and I hope you have found 
the effeft of their good opinion \ but, at all events, 
don't give way to that frightful monfter, Defpair! 
much greater difficulties than you have to encoun- 
ter, have been conquer'd, and refolution will do it. 

As you muft have too much leifure, I reft af- 

fured you will mifs no opportunity offending long 

letters to 

Your affe&ionate, 

and very faithful friend. 



LETTER II. 

To Captain Apperlev ? at Hereford. 



i 



1732. 
Dear Sir, 



Had the favour of your firft letter, fcy way of 
advice of the bill you had drawn on me ; which I 
iuppofe the perfon to wftom you gave it, intends 
xq demand of me in the next world, having no oc- 
casion for money in tliis ; — And (as infidels are top 
common at prefent) perhaps, he is doubtful, what 
%is ne£ci£rits may be hereafter, 

84 I mutt 
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X muft alfo acknowledge the receipt of the po* 
lite complements you fent me by Monfiuer Groffc r 
in his French letter — I fuppofe you did it to try 
your French in that BUlingfgate ftile of writing. 
But, > as to the caufe— your complaint x>f my Jilence~i 
turning the tables upon artlefs people, is a method 
that you gentlemen put in practice, whenever you 
have the worft of the game ! I looked out, every 
pofl; day, for the long letter you promifedme, that 
I might not only know where to write, but what 
to anfwer— becaufe an hundred guineas, and your 
humble fervanr • to the bearer of the bill, was the 
only flecefiary reply to your firft letter. But yours 
erf the 23d inftant was a favour indeed. I am for* 
ry for your accident •, but fhould be more fo, if I 
was well affured you did not gpt it in purfuit pf 
fome evil intention. "Toufay running giddily up 

" Jiains" but who was it after ? However 

phyfic for young men is very coaling, and very 
proper, but Mr, Bayes difagrees with you in its 
confequence; he always took it to qualify himfelf 
for that free, eafy ilile, neceflary for comedy and. 
letter's, 

I made your compliments to Lord Carpenter, 
fie retains the farpe warmth of he^rt in your fei> 

: . J envy 
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I envy .you nothing in, Hereford but the cotn- 
paay of Mr. Dyer,* whom I know to be agentlemap 
of great accomplifhments ; when you meet again, 
pray give my\refpe<5ts to him, and believe me tp 
remain, ipoft faithfully, 

Yours, ficc* 



LETTER III. 



/to Nathanibl Wood, Gent. Matter of* the 
Academy, at St, Alban's. 

Dear Sir, 

iVX ^ P en * f et t0 paper on bufinefs, to dcfite 
the favour of you to tell Mrs. Wood, the table 
Jmen is arrived, and the diqptt Ihe wants. So 
much for trade. Your man. of bufinefs writes in 
the laconic ftile, therefore brevity is the foul of 
bufinefs, as well as wit. But for all that, as I 
never can have enough of your company, I Mir 
not p t art with you now, *till 1 come to the bottom 
of my paper. It is no fmall happinefs to me, that 
my friend Jack Whittingham; and T, have fimjfar 
ideas, and inclinations; and that* they concur in 

* Tic author of Grongor Hill, andfeveral exellent poems; 
jmd particular^ of the fine epic poem, lately piiblilh'd* calj'd 
Ihe Fleece. • % '.-....• 
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no one circumftance in life with more lineerity, 
than }t\ the higheft eftrem for you. * Therefore 
•till the great ruler of all fublunary things is pleat* 
* ed to permit you tolpend the winter here with us, 
and we the furomer with you, it is impoffible to be 
fatwfied. 

How fupreme would have been our pleafure the 
firft night of the performiince of Tbomfon's Agamem- 
non ! what delight for you and I, to have triumphed 
over Jack, at all the beautiful parages ! but then, 
^las ! how in return, would he have exulted— I 
believe I may fay, infulitd at all the low, flat ones, 
and indeed, he would have had too frequent op- 
portunities for his malicious joy ! and yet, I mud 
own, when I rcflefi; I can forgive him, iince it is 
his warmth of friendft*ip, and his love for Mr. Glo* 
mer and his LeoniAas> that drives him into gthat error. 

As to Agamemnon, I can promife you an ex- 
ceffiye deal of pleafure from the reading \%% \ take 
the firft three a&s to be equal to any thing that 
ever wa* written ; they were excellently performed, 
and with the loudeft, and moft univerfal applaufc! 
after this (fuch is the uncertainty of human affairs) 
the two following afts, (particularly the laft) were 

* The author and Mr. John Whittingham, were three years 
boarders and pupils to this very accomplifh'd, worthy mail ; 
and both diftingflifli'd by him. 

a* 
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as defervedly hilled and cat-calPd ; and the reafon 
of all this proceeded from a palpable defeft in the 
pTan.~The Ttero, Agamemnon, dies in the fourth 
aft,— and in the lifth^ which, you know, is the 
a& for cataftrophjf, and fhould be fulleft of bufi- 
iids ? you are chiefly entertain'd with the prophetic 
ftrains of Cejfandra y iwhom Agamemnon brought/ 
with him from Troy •, and thp diftrefies of young : 
lovers, children to th6 depared heroes, characters 
that generally fall into the hands of young, weak 
a&ors, and therefore the confequence of fuch bad 
conduft in the author, as well as bad afting, 
might have been foretold without the gift of pro- 
phefy. But a club of wits, with Mr, Pope at the 
head of them, met at the theatre the next morning, 
and cut, and flafli'd, like dexterous furgeons — the 
lovers are no more — and they have brought a fine 
fcene, that finilh'd the fourth aft, into the fifth. 
If the play is printed, after thefe neceffary altera- 
tions, it will be tatter for the reader, as well as fpec- 
tator— But the work muft for ever remain maim'd 
*nd defeftive. 

No good catholic ever prayed for the approach- 
ing holydays, with more true devotion than I do! 
as they will relieve you from your fatigues, and 
Wefs me with your converfation — 'till the arrival 
of thbfe^ftappy days, I muft patiently remain your 
obliged, i ■ 

aJFcftionate fervant. 
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L E T f E" R IV. 

To the Hon. Colonel Robert Douglas, (Brother 
to the Earl of Morton) at Edinburgh, who 
was my firft Tenant, and again wanted the 
Houfe in St. James's Square, at the back of the 

* Irifti Linen Warehoufe, in Pail-Mall, juft then 
let to William Pitt, E(ij. , 

November, 1737. 
Sir, 



1 



H AD the honour of yours of the 2£th inftant, 
and ffoou'd have obey'd the eafieft part of your 
commands, that, of writing next pofi % if a rude 
fever had not made mean abrupt vifit,juft 3$ your 
obliging letter came to hand. 

I was extremely pleafed with your fcheme for 
recovering the houfe — " to get a chimney /weeper's 
" boy to flop up the top of the ebimnie$"<—b\}Z though 
1 wifli it done, who dare make fb dangerous an 
attempt as that offeducing a chimney fweeper's 
boy ? I am of opinion, that not only the bill 
agaiaft bribery and corruption^ but even the black 
#£f, would be in force againfl: him, who (hou'd be 
found guilty ! and as th? gentleman, to whom it is 
lett, is a fpeaking member in parliament^ and ha? 
finoafod fo many in that houfe, I am apt to think 
he would eafily fmoak me out in that project. 

But 
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But I have juft the glimpfe of a better hope of 
fucceeding •> Mr. Pifp went into the country, two 
' Of "three* days ago, for a week, and left a requeft 
with his fervant, which I can by no means comply 
with ; if this fhould occafion the leaft difcontent 
on'his fide, I will dirsftly offer him a difcharge 
frortl 6irt agreement.: I will take the liberty of ac- 
quainting you with the refult of this in a poft or 
two, as I mod heartily wifh to have the pleafura 
of my honourable friend again for my tenant. 

latfiSif, 

Your moft obedient Servant 



L E T T E R V. 
To Mr. DtriotjRt>, at Dublin. 

~" November, 1738. 

My d^arDuboufg, 

j[ttAVE waited for fuch "news as would be 
tfloft acceptable to you; for I have now but one 
inducement to write letters (viz.) to ferve either 
myfelf or my, friends • the man of bufinefs keeps 
his thoughts on the multiplication table; and an 
aftkir, that is no way iriterefting, is fure to have 
but little of his heart, 

- But 
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But as you have an iritereft in the jpleafureable 
world, you will expert fome few particulars on 
that fubjeft, which I can now only give you from 
report, 

London begins to revive from the fable cloud* 
that has obfeured us. The king alone remains 
inconfblable, and has not only forbid the appear- 
ance of chearfulnefs in the palace, but hals deter- 
mined not to leave it this fcafon, but Vfftcti tfie bu- 
finefs of the nation calls him out. The Prince of 
Wales has been my neighbour at Norfolk houfe 
fbrne few days— he appears abroad every morning,, 
and drives himfelf in a one horfe Chair, Hke yours* 
or rides like a private gentleman. 

The two opera houfes are, neither of them, in a 
fuccefsfui way; and it is the confirmed opinion 
that this winter will compleat your friend Hdti~ 
ieY% deftruAion, as far as the lots of his money 
can deftroy him; I make no queftion but you 
have had a better defcription of his new finger 
than I can give you •> I hear he fupplies the lofs 
of Senifeno better thart was eipe&ed, but it is prin- 
cipally in his action — his voice and manner being 
on tht.new model— ift v/hich Farrenetli excels every 
one, and yet, the fecond winter, exhibited hereto 

# The mourning for the late Qneen. 
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empty benches. We are not withovtt hopes of Se- 
mfeno's return to England, and of once more fee- 
ing, him in his moft advantageous light, Jfnging 
HanitV% compqfition. 

On TueTday laft, we had a new opera of HandeVs * 
and at the appearance of that great prince of har- 
mony in the orcheftre, there was fo univerfil a dap 
from the audience, that many were furprized, and 
fbme offended at it. As to the opera, the critics 
lay, it is too like his former compofitions, and wants 
variety — I heard his finger that night, and think 
him near equal in merit to the late Careftini^ with 
this advantage, that he has acquired the happy 
knack of throwing out a found, now and then, 
very like what we hear from a diftreffed young calf. 

As to the two theatres, your friend Fleetwood has 
had the full ftrpafe of fuccefs for fome time * but I 
am well informed the tide is on the turn, and that 
Rich will fwim with it. As to the Operas, they 
muft tumble, for the King's prefence could hardly 
hold them up, and even that prop is denied them, 
for his majefty will not admit his royal ears to be 
tickled this feafon. As to mufic, it flourilhes in 
this place more than ever, in fabfcriptlon concerts 
and private parties, which muft prejudice all operas 
and public entertainments. 

I remain, 
moft affectionately yours, &c. 
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:LETTER VJ. 

To Sir Wi l L i a m Wo.lseley, Baronet, at 
Wolfeley-HalL 

Itiih'Lihcn Wareboafe, ., 

Pall Mall, Auguft 3d, 1738. 

Dear Sir. 



I 



A M direfted, by Mrs. Vi&or, to write to you 
by way of acknowledging the receipt of a fine 
fide and haunch of venifon ; and to feturn you her 
thinks for the fame-, and to add, that the two days 
feeding on the roaft.artd the pafly, has created in 
herfuch apaflionate fondncfs, that (he is likely to 
be an humble petitioner to be on your annual buck* 
role, by the ftile and titje of one of your honour's 

venifon penfioners. 

» \ 

Having done my duty like a clerk to this place, 
I muft now aoquit myfelf as a news writer. 

Tour weekly papers inform you of the prqra* 
rations for wart|i>*he mod expeditions, and moft 
extenfive manner. But you remember the late £a r 
iraous print I lent you. The truth ifc, the Spani- 
ards whip hawkr than ever v and the Englilh lion 
roars louder, but the great man (Walpole) has 
taken ftronger hold of his tail,, and I'll lay five xo 
one he holds him faft for this year — fo we are likely 
to have the bappinefc {as he calls it) of living in 

peace, 



Digitized by 



Google 



Original letters. % 7 

peace, •till the Lion has recovered enough of hi$ 
native fury to mafter him* Sd niuch for politics. 
fall-Mall^ at prcfent, has not as riiahy people 
Walk through it in a day, a$ pafles over Wolfeley- 
bridgd in a morning j and, but for the arrival of 
a Dublin ftiip with the new linens bf this year, I 
fhould be without employment a& well as pleafurt* 

While you, my friend, thus blifsful roVe, 
From the gay palace, to the grove ( ' 
From eunuch's warbling, tuneful throats* 
To the wood lark's fprightlier notes ! 
While; thusj you tafte* the varied fcene* 
Where no black clouds can intervene* 
Sure, you're a (hanger to the fpleen i 
But fliould thofe clouds hang o'er you ftill, 
Fraught with imaginary ill ! 
Let reafon caft one powerful fra^ 
And chafe the phantorfi quite away. 
Rcfleft* mjf friend* to you is given 
The faireft mafter-piece of heaven I 
That gift muft endlefs blifs prefage* 
To have the Venufc of the age ! 
Ifrith fuch a fate contented reft* 
By beauty and by fortune bleff ! . — — 

* No felf-tofmenting plagues contrive*. 
But be the happieft man alive ! 

You obfervt* Sir, the poet has a licence to give 
that advice, which wou'd be downright imperti- 
nence in a prole friend. I hope you will be far 

Vol. L C fro* 



i 
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from fufpe&ingthe above lines to bewrittenby me, 
becaufe the leaft attempt at wit, or poetry* would 
certainly hurt my credit; and, to confefs the truth,, 
I am glad I have at laft got an eicufe for being 
dull; which,- I fear, is what my friend* willrea-. 
dily admit t have long ftood in need of. 

My wife joins me in mod refpeftful compli- 
ments to Lady Wplfcley. 

I remain 

♦ *■ 

Yours rnoft obediently* 



L E ¥ t E R til. 

To Captain Apperjuej, atPeterfbgurgh^ 

1 ;. toftiten, Auguft, 1739. 
My dear Captlain,' 

^\FTER mapy^daysof expe&3tipn r v^hich 
was productive of many hopes and fears* I had the 
fatisfaftion of feeing aifeort tetttjMo-.yuor fitter, 
which was foon followed by a letter of .length* for 
which I am much obliged ; the fight of the above- 
mentioned &ort lettei, , prepared, m£ fo* the receipt 
of one in the difappoinied'ftrain ; therefore 1 Hcft£ 
been fonoc tiiwiaxohdern' for. you bcfore r the ar- 
:. v : •• ^ rival 
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rival of yours* which, from its powerful particulars 
wasfurcto increafe "it. lean eafily imagine the 
fevere fituatioh of a difappointed ftranger ! yet, 
furely, Tome uhforefeen, tinhappy a'cCideht muft 
have occafioned this misfortune ! It can never be 
the intereft of the Ruflian c6urt to decoy ftrangers, 
Who faavetbe pciivtr ©f eomplaihing— oaY rtidrfc, of 
getting redrefs for iheir icguries !— I am prevented 
ftorn fexdaiming as loudly; a? I.otherwift JJrtnjld 
fen this dffair 4 by the abfende/of Lordtiarpxtenahd 
General Barrel, -who have been Tome tfrfce .in the 
country, and are foon expe&ed — at their return, I 
ihall k^ this affdir before them> and ttoem apply to 
Prince €d»timir dlredUy— -I think he rattft4)6 ac- 
countable to Lord Carpcfifer \ as this imbaffadoui* 
you know, was guarantee to his Lordfhipand the 
General, and intirely tranfa&ed your bufinefs* 

I aim not lorry to heat yotrt djrtikes te the couti* 
try (fifHse affairs are likely to turn out wrong) fee- 
catifeyou will with more pleafure returfl to attet- 
tep, and to your faithful and affe&idnate friend. 



C« 
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LETTER VIII. 

To Mrs. S , at Hampton-Court. 

Madam, 

X H A V E the favour of your fatirical, agreeable 
letter •, and have taken more than ordinary care to 
avoid the fentence you threaten me with, by the 
choice of the linens I have fent you, which have all 
the neceffary qualities. 

But fince your command is to be the hiftorian, as 
well as the man of bufroefs, I have rallied up my 
Scattered fpirits, to enable me to give you the foK 
lowing matters of faft. 

The particular circumftances that attended the 
Prince of Orange's, marriage, are not more known 
than thofe of the Captairfs * with Mifs A 1 — — s who 
mutually put on the matrimonial chains, and were 
crowned with the chaplets of love, which were to 
laft to eternity ! but, alas ! the deceived bride, wh* 



• The winter before, Mr. Theophilas C— ---*• brought a 
comedy to the ftage called the Lover, in whidi the character of 
Captain Smart* became him fo well, he retained it fome time— 
The comedy wis difliked by the publk. 

knew 
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knew not the Captain's eternity was to end with 
the week, foon, too foon, was left to figh in 
the abfence of her inconftant.— -In their firft 

country retirement, Mr. S » was a conftant vi- 

fitor, as a friend of the Captain's, and requefted, 
by him, to teach his wife the game of back-gam- 
mon, while he purfued his favorite diverfion <if 
hunting in the purlieus of Covent-Garden : The 
Efquire's paffion for the lady was foon no 
fecret; and his purfe was foon at the command 
of the captain; who, it Teems, has borrowed 
to the amount of 400 pounds ; and, under thefe 
weighty obligations, it is too likely the Captain 
would have put his horns in his pocket, if his wife 
would have continued with him for the ufe of both 
parties. But (he having too much nicety, as well 
as honour, her refentment foon fired her with refo- 
lution enough to defpife the Captain, and publicly 
avow her paffion. for the Efquire, by leaving the 
ftage, and retiring with him to a houfe he had' 
takfen for that purpofe, near Windfor* 

This eternal lofs of his Jady % or (as you juftly 
obferve) her f alary y the Captain could not bear 5 
he thundered out revenge, like the Hotfpurs and 
Otbellos of the bufkin ! and in a few days, put it 
in execution, in the following manner, — He hired 
a coach and four horfes, and chofe two of the 
ftrongeft and ableft men to aflift him in the enter- 
prize. As the Captain knew the ground, the 
C 3 coach 
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coach wg5 ordered up a hack lanp ta the garden ^ 
> \eall t and there the three ravi&ers gqt oyer, an$ 
going up the garden,, had the gopd fortune to finds 
th^Ud.y ^one in the parlour that open'd into it, in 
h*r bed-gown and flippers— They feized aijd hpr- 
ri^d her4ownthe garden,, and the noifepflly a^arm- 
cjl thp Enquire, whQ ran down alone, upablp to give 
thp leaflt. r^fiftaj&ce,, but by alluring her he would 
tpQuijt his hqrfe aadfoljpw, «md plated tier with 
ty$. life, fig ^id % attend ?$Y ty. . 05c fervaot^ . 
^4.(9.00 overtook the coach, .apd, {topped tt the 
feuj,e i#n$— but feyere threatening .wets, all that 
j!jj$fcj\ ^et.ween, the parties — for three: men* well 
a^tped*. and one with £ blunderbufs, vscerc capable 
o/^oiqg a deal of execution. In ftxp.rjc, they cqn- 
dfl^ecjjth^ lady fafe.tcx town, to a hp\ife in WikU ; 
cpu.r^/^r/e^t Wil^reet,., where the Qipttjin, with 
hqr jpgf^qr, and brother, then liv^. (1 .Jhere fhe 
>xas SMW&d by a ftout potter -at the 4PP*, apd 
her brother within, .But, alas! ^hat <f^p with- 
(land the powerful effe&of gold? the Eiqyire wa$ 
bleft wjth that infallible receipt and applied it 
properly— the porter was bribed, -fitc. &c. aijd, 
one njght,' while the Captain was performing the 
part of Scrub, at the theatre, and about the fame 
hoyr that he was counterfiting that fright at the 
thieves that were broke into his mailer's houfe — .. 
his own, in -Wild-court, was aflaylted, the porter 
packed down, . the brother got a brqkcn head — ■ 
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and ^ie lady was cairied off to the arms of the.cq- 
amour'd Efquire ! where they will' remain in that 
obfeurity which all extravagant lovers are delighted / 
with., When the furfeit comes on, we lhall fee, 
them abroad in the world again 5 and then further . 
accounts fliall be pun&ually tranfinitted to the fair r 
c;lub Qf wits, at Hampton-Court. I wifh it was 
in my power to render the wretchecj hufband a real 
objedt of compaffion, becaufe he wou'd not then 
fail of your pity > for as he is a genius, and the 
fori of our old friend, an applauded genius, me* 
thjpjj:^ I fhould be fgrry to haychim wholly lpft % 

•'•;: '. -' •-.••. I xemaid^Madam, I 

^ ? ' : Yottf d^Voted fervaiifc 

^" L E T T E KT IX. 



iWfedamj 



^o the fame. 



'j£ l tl AD ihc honour of receiving ybur obliging 
letter, fronvihe faireft hands in'Burdpe! but; ftii 
want of fome preparative for the reception offo 
ipiucli happinefs, you "can eafily "believe" me fufi- 
jiriled into an aukward condition, fike to what we 
feel at a fudden trarifition frbm#arkne&iiito a vaift 
iody Of light! * -"-■ = 

1 •■-" C 4 "" " '"'" : I find 
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I find you arc pleafed to call what have been 
lqng the real fentiments of my heart, extravagant 
fine things ! come, anfwer ipe fincerely npw— werfe 
tRofe extravagant fine things, quite new to you ? 
had you never heard fo much faid to you before? 
I have often hpard more faid of you — and it is my 
firm belief, that you have heard it oftener than any 
one in the kingdom. 

But obferve, Madam, as a proof how juftly 
thofcfine things are f^id of you — I will undertake 
to man tain by all the rules of critifcifm, that your 
Jaft letter is equal for ftile and fentiment, to any 
letters in the Engljib language I that you and La* 
fly Petty are the fupport of a club, that would 
have done honour to the palace of Auguftus Cae- 
far !— But to ljufmejs— and. thf, news pf the day. 

Nine days being now more than twice expired, 
the ftory of the Captain ^mf hi$ lady is> coqfe- 
quently buried ; that affair, at prefent Hands thus. 
The Efquire and the lady, 4re left to t^kc their 
fill of uninterrupted love ^ and thp Captain. is pufh- 
ing on a vigorous profecut ion again ft the Efqi^ire, 
aided \>y his father, who is determined not to fee 
his boy f^bufed. But, I think, that ancient lijnit 
pf jiine daysfijr the exiftencq of a wonder, fbeuld 
pow be fhortened, fince we have thp pleafure of 
living in ?n age, fo produ&ive of wonders. 

p " - : '' v mm 
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What think you of a company of French fir oilers 
attempting to aft, at this junfture, in London, 
ivhen rtiariy of our itinerant kings and heroes are 
in jail, feeing deprived of their bread by a late aft 
of parliament ! Is not this a wonder of the firft 
magnitude ? and that fome of the chief nobility of 
England, who paffed that aft, fhould invite thefc 
French ftrolfers over, and procure them his Ma- ' 
jelly's authority, is beyond wonder ! 

I was unwillingly prefled into the Englilh fer- 
vice, by a large company of gentlemen, who dined 
that day at the king's arms, and had determined 
the bppdfition ; I fay unwillingly, becaufe I have 
the mortification of thinking myfelf not young 
enough for fuch expeditions. We were foon 
vifited in the pit by two Weftminfter juftices, De-. 
wV/ and Mannings the laft of whom 1 have been 
fome time acquainted with. Some Buck in the pit 
began the fong of the Englilh Roaft Beef, which 
the houfe applauded with three huzzas— This Mr. 
Juftice Deviel was pleafed to fay was a riot— upon 
which difputes began immediately, which were car* 
ried on with the utmoft decency on both fides, for 
kn hour. The Juftice, at firft, informed- us that he 
was come there as a magfftrate, to* maintain the 
King's authority ; that Colonel Pulteney, with a full 
company of the guards, was without to fupport him 
in the execution of his office— that it was the King's 

command 
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command tl\$ pUy flioyjld be s&ed— that theobftru#- 
ing it was oppofing the King's authority — and if th^t 
Was done, he muft read the proclamation j after 
which 4l< fferiders would te toured by the guards • 
in waiting— Here was a concerted plan for you I 
but to'all this arbitrary nothingflefs, tha reply was" 
to the following efre<9>— Thaii the audience had a 
N cuftomary right to ihew. their djflike. to any play or 
aftor — that th$ common . lm- of England, was- 
nothing but common cuftom, and the ancient ufage 
of the pfopJt-r-that t the judjpajur^of the. pit*, had 
been acknowledge ai?d ^cquisflTed, .tajtjipe uncne-. 
mortal, relating to. the ftage— 'a»ad; a3 tljte prefent, ^ 
a£tops .were to take thejr f^f froni ths public,. ,they v 
wsrp free ta receive them* a& jh?y pjetfpd. #y, dw, 
tja>s, tlje hour of fix Cft^^poTra^ fhr.FrwA : ^^ 
Spenijh Embajfadqrs with i^ir Wies^ ^f^ : 4nd.i^ 
$ £p£A With #r Thongs Rilinfin* a £o^i(fipne$ 
§f ejjeif^ ?1J appealed ift;the ft?g? bo* tog^ri: 
Atffat iiift4ntthe cqrfaiil:drew 7 up> w4 4ifeqyasecJ 
th*.3#0r* fading betw?c& tyQ files ^gr^n^jeffe 
fffiing oatheir jirelocks wijh .bayonets fixed 4 ; th^ 
was a : figh€ S enough to amrotte the coldeft :ftfitpni » 
ttttys, the wJiolepif unaaimoufly rofe, andturoedco 
the Ji$w$y who fat in tta-ipiddiQ of fa to .40m*o<l 
tbfi Wftfpn of fiich proceedings ? the Jttfttst&sitJisr 
knew wtfci^g.crf thefoldteas bdng pltt^.*hefe, or 
{hptigfee it fe&ft tp^«*few (Qrrat tha£ declaration, 
thsy demanded of 'Bevkl&wfa had ow«e4 hkpfotf 

the 
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tj>c cpjgnm^diog qflifer in the affwY to. q$ckr t;h$ 
grenadiers qflf the ftage; ; He did far-*n4 xhey jm-r. 
i^i^te}y dffoppe^ed. Thqy then atfepipted ta 
ogeft $h f e cpft^dy,, with a grand dapc^ oftwdvfc 
we* *nd twetyfi Vfftmep-r-but were, faluted** withr 
vaft quality of ppa^,, yirh.ich niade their caperh^g 
y$fy unfaf^— ^hen the comedy began — Jaut Jm4 
the a&or the vqk# of tfhynder, it woul^ have be$i\ 
loft., in the oqnftifed founds of a thpufand various 
inftnjn^eiv;^! . ^ere, auhe waving Deyiefs fond^ 
all was, fileq t, and ftanding up, on 'his feat, he made 
a propofal to the audience, to this effett — TM.if 
they would permit the play to be afted that ..XHgJuv 
he would take care (on his honour) to lay their 
diflrkes ? and re&ntment t9 thefe Fi^Ji aftc^t*- 
fc*re thc r Ki^G, *ad he doubted nofe-but a {psedfc 
^wpuldt be pgit to thei** ^fting. Th* anfww taj 
th<U propofcl, was very Oiort, WMUW)t»»Md;pa« 
{tefc- (viz.) Np treaties I pq t*wies ! .at: this^ 
capdlps were called for,, ^d &£ guards wfaao^ & 
j& ffSdy^W..a gentleman near: me, febang De* 
viel's hand, begg'd of him to confider what he was 
going to do —for his own fake F for ours ! for the 
King's ! and obferved to him, that he faw the una- 
nimous refolution of the houfe ! that the appear- 
ance, of foldiers in the pit, would throw us all 
into a confufed ftate of war ! which muft end with 
the lives of many ! this earned remOnftrance made 
the Juftice fomething pale and paffive. After this 

paufe, 
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I wilh I could (for your fake) have prevented you 
from putting the queftion,- and (as the parliament- 
phrafe is) dividing upon it. 

« 
But, for heaven's fake, dear Mark Anthony, col- 
left your fcatterM fenfes, aiid bs ybuMelf! ^e 
Ihall have you the fubjedt of fome doleful madrigal, 
and fufig td filthy tunes. 

" He look'd—and figh'd 
" An3 iighM— ana liok'a 

and this to ,Bfe fold of a Cdptaik ! :0 fie for fokQte ! 

But pray eonfider, Captain* fdppdfe tftrWorft* 
fuppofe your'-ftaf is fct*— I hope you will not bfe 
Ihipwreck'd upon the rocks gf defpair, fince you 
-have the infallible cothjiafs of reafon to fteer by ? 
•Had you been in fomfc £arts of s4fm or rfrttdj I 
&ould: h#vc phfed you, but in Erighmd { whb 
would. die.fbr a Ionian ? it is like dying d Mar- 
tyr to fenfe, in z coimtry, whofe religion lVfdlly. 

I wiH dwrfeftrc depend tm fefeiftg fcki pfrfe&ly 

cured of yftitr pffeftnt tribady i atfd as I hope you 

are neither going out of the channel nor your fenfes^ 

f that we fhail fpon meet agpinV and laugh <afi this, 

t *ad ali the fticure attempts of .th«at:fxHy god,> Cupid. 

; : I remain your friendly phyfician, 

and obedient fervant. 
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'. L EFT E R ; XI, . • 

To Sir William :WoLsrLEYj baronet, afc 
- WQirclcy-Hall. : ' ' : -\ 

. .Dear Sir,. . .1 

I THINK the"feft : letter that patted between 
us, Was mine to you, by way of arifwer, to your 
venifon letter — therefore, itiat I r cah ' think' of 
you in abfence, and write to you v without' bufi- 
nefs,..be this a.witnefs.J 



While you are enjoying the plfeaftfres of retire- 
meht, in the full pofleflion of the firft bleffing irt 
life, I prefume you never think of London, but 
from falfe, imperfeft news-papers ; the authors 
of which, by being bribed not to infert what is 
true, are driven to the neceflity of filling up their 
papers with ( what is not ! What rtdicolous di£ 
turbances have btca in this town of late, by French 
ftrolkrs — rival princes — contending harlequins — • 
p6ti$i 'artd cuckolds! From all thefe cpnfidera-* 
tiofes; l frifer, 'ho man, toift one juft inyour fitu- 
atibn, can truly enjoy the bleffings of this life. 

1 have been in this low- fpirited humour ever-- 
fince the proceedings of the Lords, on Monday 

laft, 
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laft, on the author of a fatirc call'd Manners* it 
which I was prefent. I prefume, upon reading it* 
you made the fame obfer nation that I did tor 
Whitehead himfelf: via* That he was a bold, 
fprightly, young fellow, and very probably wouldf 
not be long livedo But, alas ! the vengeance he 
has pulled down upon his head, was unexpected, 
and fatal ; it is a melancholly truth, that fatirc, 
noble, ufeful fatire, is no more ! becauie a rafh 
young man has taken two or three, perhaps, in- 
decent liberties, which fhould have been punifhed 
with a cudgel, the moft auguft ' aflembly in the 
world, rnuft debate, divide, and put forth the 
iron hand of power to crufh him, by way of ex* 
ample ! but his friends, laft night, prevailed with 
him to avoid the blow, by abfconding ; and the 
difpleafure of the houfe has fallen on my neigh- 
bour Dodfley, who, as publiftier, was committed 
to the cuftody of the Black- rod, where he re- 
mained a week \ at the end of which I waited on 
the Earl of EJfex^ to requeft his lordlhip to prefent 
Dodfley 's petition to the houfe— This, you will 
fay, was bold in me, as the Earl was one of the, 
Lords feverety treated in the fatire; but as I knew 
his lordfhip's good nature, and had fome opinion 
of his understanding, I made ufe of his iU-trtat* 
merit* as my argument to induce him to prefent 
the petition— and obierved, that as it could not 
be prefented by a complimented Lord* it would 
< - come 
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**Gme fronr his lordihip ? i1*and wlti ¥ -good 1 grace* 
s arid A) Jfifar fereHit. ; The Earl wa* pfctfed tx> take 
my advice* and prefented the petition' to 'the Lords 
on the Monday, whereupon fyTnDodfley was dif* 
charged, playing his fee*, &c. which came to 
feventy odd pounds i 'a toferable fum for one week's 
fcurvy lodging in ihe Butcher-row ! 

Well* Sir* what think you follbw'd this ? The 
profcription from the Lord Chamberlain, to for- 
bid the afting the new tragedy of Guftavus Vajfa I 
which was to have-appeared at Drury-Lane Theatrd 
the following Week. I am acquainted with the! 
author, Mr. Brooke, ^'Trinity- College, Dublin. 
I muft own we have many plays jirkhcaote ex«* 
ceptionable paflages in it than this— the laft t^ro* 
,: /fgommmn aadf Mtfiapha>:atc Full* of /piitf eljip- 
I traps defigmqdty inirpduced, but in Gafia^u^ I find 
h/no fentimeats^ hue $xfli las nataraM^ arife from 
the bdfi&ft ,o£ the fecne : the tyrant, Cbriftettii 
i. King of Denmark* ha$, indeed, a rrroft accom- 
plifhed. wpckled MiaaitER, and there,^ perhaps, 
the cap fits, but furely thofe who make the eppli* 
fluatvyn, make thcM&sH and what thuikyou will 
•. follow J Why, 'as thej*te&-is.no£ j*/ under rcftmiut, 
there is a fubfeript wiiihrady opened for.tbeprmting 
this Tragedy at five (billings-, and as it is really a 
. v^oxkof *snerit, and thcJ&xfft profcrifccdi piayi fincc 
the aft paffed r y ou will JSrii tbfcaujhot yi& *t ltftft, 
Vol. I. D * 8SS 
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get a thou&nd pounds by it* and thus it will bt 
more dijlinguijbed than it would have been by the 
performance. 

Dear Sir, 

Your f s, &c. 



LETT E,R XII. 
To the fame* 



i 



Dear Sir, 



WENT to Dodfley's on Tuefiiay morning* 
for the pamphlets — made up the pacquet, and 
fent it off dire&ly. I hope you will there find 
reading enough for this dull feafbn, and the nett ; 
for iurely you mull be people of great refolution 
if you can get through them in lefs time. 

And fo your commands ftill remain to purfue 
my Political Hiftory— Well, Sir, on I go — the 
confluences you are to anfwcr for. 

The unanimous difcontent without doors, at 
this GwiwrifNW, and a late diflentionof eight courjr 

Lords, 



.a 
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Lords* in a diyifion relative to it, on Monday laft, 
nude mc lajf afide all thoughts of writing 'till 
Thurfday Bight, that being the day the Lardi 
were to loftfigfcr, the inerki of the Convention, 
when. I hoped to have news indeed* worth, a miW 
lion, as FalftafF fays ; buc^ alas \ vain, hope f 
after debars* which held: 'till ekveft at i»ght, on 
thedivifton, there were ninety-two of opinion U waa 
a coop con Vint low* w\feyenfyfoui% of the con* 
trary way of thinking ! But fhaU we put onefhort 
queftion i Who are they that compofe the different 
numbers.? ¥e*Jfo*ed and plnttd Lords, and Bijbvps, 
on the one fide ; and on the other, LofdS'poflfefled 
of themoft ample fortune* ijv the kingdom, who 
have wifcknjt and conduct to live with* .true 
grandeur -, INDEPENDANT Grandeur! I fa^, 
after that queftion, I believe, no honeft man need 
take much time to form his opinion of the Con- 
vention. 

I have been juft now informed, by a noble peer, 
that the Prince op Wales was prelent all the time 
of the debate, and divided with the minority * this 
being the firft time of his dividing in any queftioh. 
The Duke of ArgfUt Lords Scarborough* CboMond- 

D 2 ley. 
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/g^intf **~— \ were certainty in the mioority * 
tabetic firft (among many flritung I^orcb)'. ipofet 
iriimi&My * fe we may ollly gue& « thfe glorious 
figure they nude* and what would have been, 
(heir iucccft* if it had been in the power ofreafon 
4n4 eloquence *o -defbrtnifee it. Bw k was not * 
and the text tef*heLordCbaneelkr, attended by 
a few coco Bijbops, waited on the JEiKO with an 
«ddrefc of thanks-fix the advanoeriMfttt he hate 
madfe towards a glorious peace. - ~-' 

: • • . • - • r > ." 3 ::. 'i j ;» 
f I hope tp hav$ ihe pteafltat T^<fcdag,you-'in 
town) very (hortly » and tbtt thi% gfcrjtiah this xo- 
vViy/ing^&a, among the various Jjeitases-df the 
lpn%g» jwill- givers Lady, Wo&Icy i& .her full 
luftrp!\ . • t •: - : c :: f v.!." .% , 



1 am, 

Yours, &c. 



' • TMi nobk Lord Qxwgvtxy ihort fitted) generally rtoote 
the lawn fkeve* for his guide, but in this diVifipit, being by 
accident i>ear four Biihopa, who werehoneft enough to feHow 
the dilates "of their confeience, this unfortunate pen (ion 'd 
Lord followed them by taiftake, and brought himfelf inte. 
trouble. 
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L E T T E ft XIII. 

To the fattiCw 
Pear Sir,- : 

J[ Fri wub you have hw4 the confluence pf 
the &m/*ntion-day in the Houfe of Common*? 
Your newspapers informed you* t how fopn Up*/ 
battle began, and howlote it ended* and that a 
majority of twenty-eight compleated the vi&ory. 

This fmall advantage made good the following 
piece of raillery which paffcd that morning, between 
the mnifier and Sir John Hind Cotton 9 at their 
meeting in the houie before the battle : Wtll> Sir 
Robert * (cry'd Sir John) we jhall be able to make a 
food chafe after y o*i Ibapi^ fir we hunt %viti? fame 
ef the King's bounds to-day I No matter for that 
(faid Sir Robert) you won't tat ch me ! Well* ifvx 
don't catch you, (replied Sir Jphn) by G— • d> mftwU 
blowyoutho'l 

The fimile was not only a gdod, but a j«ft Gtiflr- 

they did bfow him fufficientiy, though they eottld 

not catch hitn, for when they divided upon the 

motion, and she tellers had declared the numbers, 

D 3 which, 
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which, I think, were two hundred and fixty, and 
two hundred and thirty-two, we are told a certain 
patriot called to the mimftor^ to caft his eye round 
the houfe, and take a furvey of the pcrfons who 
compofed the different numbers : yctu know I was 
before-hand with that gentleman, in that thought, 
. for in my laft letter, I made the fame motion at the 
Lords divifion. G, thefurvey muft be rfiameful ! 
I have heard a computation made of their eftatcs, 
and, it feems, the two hundred and thirty-two arc 
thirty times the toortb of the two Htthdrcd and 
&cty ! Shameful, indeed ! 

This day the minority attend the call of the 
houfe, and then take their leave in a body, deter- 
mined to acquaint the fcveral counties, and towns, 
they reprefent, thatfince their repeated endeavours 
to ferve them, are altogether fruitlefs, they think 
it proper to abfent themfelves, becaufe their pre- 
fence is a feeming fanftion to the prefent proceed* 
ings ; and 'till the eyes of the whole people of 
England are quite open, it is to no purpofe for 
them to atten^ the bufineis of Parliament, 

Pray, have you fecn the printed lift of the Com- 
mon Council of London ? their petition againft 
the Convention, which followed that from the Lord 
Mayor and Alderman, occafioned the following 
remark, in the Houfe of Commons, on the mini- 

ftcrial 



Digitized by 



Google 



ORIGINAL LETTERS. $ 9 

fterial fide, viz. What arc the men who compofe 
the Common Council of the City of London ? 
Ate they not artificers, fhop-kerpers, and fuch as 
cannot be fuppofed to be acquainted with the true 
intercft of nations ? This qucftion (if it had ended 
theft) was artful enough, and very proper to attain 
their defign in view j but their wrongheaded tools, 
*ho are fond of every hint they think improve- 
able, printed a lift of them forthwith, with their 
trades, uv which they have honoured but one perfon 
with tfc* tide of merchant •, whereas, in fad, there 
are at le*ft an hundred ! Virginia merchants, who 
trade for thirty and forty thoufand a year, are 
called tobacconifts ; and fcarlet dyers, {z beneficial 
branch of trade to this kingdom) are called 
rag dyers ! 

But whither am I wandering? What, in the 
fiatpe of wonder, have I to do with politics ? You 
was certainly the occafion of my clofer connedion 
wkh political thoughts. I hate politics ! but is it 
not ftrange that you and I, who are old ftaunch 
whigs, Ihould liye fi* hate Walpok 



Yoyrs to commands 
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■t E T T U XIV; 

•. • • • , ' ~ ' _ * . 

To the fame, jit Tunbndge-Wells, , ' ; . 
pear Shy 

JL HAVE a mind to write to you ttickoat thfc 
pretence of any manner of buBneft, sir Mfcdfc, asr 
I might drink tk) you without naming a h'eafth— 
Jbr, in truth, ] only intends iny fecvice to you— i 
an4 fince yo)u are now in a place ootftimaalty Sow- 
ing wkh pleaftires^ 1 hope yoir *UJ not ohly pledge 
me, but give me yoiir toaft. 

. YoU are Ibrrounded with, various characters, 
*nd aft paifttcr good enough to d*aw them like, at 
(he firft fitting i for fince there arc fo very few 
capable $f making a good pi6to*e, I tmift expc6t 
nothing; btat grocefque; figures. If you wette ta 
draw the portrait* of the. ladies at Tutttatidge* at 
their own requeft, in a ftile to gratify their vanity, 
and infure you their approbation, I know who they 
would all refeoiblej I dare fay y<*u are polite 
enough to take the fame method that artful painter 
did, who gave fuch univerfal fttisfa&ion to all the 
Ladies 5 he had a fine pifture of the Grecian Vcnta 
~ r •' "' iff 
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fy-hnwimi audi Awfr wtiy iwiwh th*t <6* tit 
him, likdhcr. .■■.•■!. 

I hope yetrr prefect fttu «ioo liai, at- baft, fcelpai 
£aiy Wt^eley to that wekoane gwfcjt, hbauyw* I 
fhould expedb tQ fee every one at Tunbridge eat 
•wjcfctheappetite ci m 4fiAA \ arid * they drink 
ptd in cte ; nTOTni»g, be abk, it noon, to digtftiw*. 

■>. • 

,*«.. ...... 

. \ pifcfwiae the folkici^w ^Tunbridge^ho watch 
the mo&wtt of the whoto world wit Ji tbc greajbeft aft- 

Ration* are c*p?iWe of tn*mriro«gya<i p/i ch*t 
fubjcdt, without the help of either pimpWWi <* 
prrefpondence from London. 

tows naoft obediently, $C0f 



LET f Elfc *Xt. 

To the fame,- at Wolfcley4lall, 
JfesfrSir,- 

'J tf A f) the pteafurr ©F your iafe tttter, whkh 

'caflc fo t6atied With complWrien*, thW*«a» need 

be very \rcll acquainted *ith the gopflnefs olfywUr 

heart, to be fetisfied that you do W prsSfe trith.a 

; picked dfefigft to tnorttfy-^ut aj^^W* Jitter cane 

' fraught 
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fraught with bufinds, (tOLwhkh I muft always pay 
« reverend regard) that, I muft own, is a fubftantial 
good, and brings an unqueftioned proof of your 
frkndfhip, I /hall therefore go boldly on, in obe- 
dience to your command*. 

That we fhall hs*e no war, I find by your letter 5 
even me$ fo remote can dare to prophecy: and 
Vrhy is this ? not from the pnefent pofturc of af» 
fairs, for they are truly warlike, but from the for- 
mer behaviour, and chat-after, of thofe at the 
helm, who have behaved with thy diffidence of very 
young women ! 

I can but think our differences with Spain, for 
many yean paft, may be juftly compared to a lave 
quarrel ! L^t us purfue the fimile. 

fhefbafe, facing Spaniard, long fince, feduced 
the love-fick, fond Britannia ! with wily arts 
debauch'd the yielding maid ! Debauched her, to 
betray her! to triumph in her ruin ! Repeated in* 
fuks fired her to refentment ! but then the fycophant 
could footh and tempt her to believe. Her cre- 
dulity expofed her to freih injuries! then fttfli 
refcntments followed ! and now, jjfeV/ bear no morel 
Cruel—inhuman—'pcijur'd monfter ! fhe'H bear no 
more ! Rage^ and Rfvexge now fills her foul ! Re- 
venge! Revenge I Alas.! alas! who, at the a|je 

•f 
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of forty, has not fcen fuch a circumftance as this 
within his own obfervation ? If the man thinks it 
worth his while again to fwear, the female will 
believe. This is dxrcAly the unhappy fituation 
between Spain zpd England 5 and the word of it is, 
that we are on the peticoat fide of the fimile. 

\ 
This is the reafon why the merchants are de- 
termined not to accept the letters of marque, everf 
if they were without unufual reftriftions. He, who 
interferes in a love quarrel, is in danger of having 
both parties on his back; and, perhaps, before the 
merchants (at a great cxpence) can get half way 
to the .place for reprifals, the contending parties 
pay be, once more, in one another's arms. 

As for the plots of confederate princes abroad, 
fince the French were fo ftupid to lofe the late 
charming dark nights for landing their men in 
Scotland* to execute their mifchicf there—for my 
part I don't fear them. The happy difcovery of 
this wicked confpiracy has given birth to a molt 
abominable, impudent print, which is handed about, 
And is as follows— There are four figures in it * 
the King of Spain ftands with his fword drawn*- 
the King of France with hisfword half drawn— the 
happy, peaceful King of England is afleep, and 
Sir Robert W. picking his pocket. O temporal 
Q Mores I 

I am, dear Sir, &c. 
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K." 



I 



, L^fe^ t fe R XVI. 

i ... . . j # .. . « 

■ - - fdthe fame, at Wolfetey-Mall. 
Dear Sir, 



H 4 V E your ^favour of the 6th ittftant, and 
Intften to aflure you, that, I have not been abftnt . 
from home above foar days ; that I have not been 
indi^oicd, and that I have wrote to you every 
opportunity— Not to have attfwered ytfu* venHbfi* 
tetffir*_ would have fevour'd of ingratitude * a foul 
return for fo facet a prefent. Yes, S«y I fent yoti 
our joint thanks for it, a few days after our enjoy- 
ftreht was over * arid I have fame feafon to be very 
certain it has Irasr hit hii&ed its way to Wolfeley ! 
I inuft believe you Have riot rea# it— becaufe yo6 
iky , fo — but firice, I can even prove that it was 
lately at a new writing- t^ble, in Lady Woffeley'fc 
dreffing room ! pray how does this {! range indir- 
ference, to a letter of mine, agree with that wel* 
tome reception you have fo often flatter'd me with ? 

ff you have not openM it before this comes to 
hand"; perhaps this piece of witchcraft may fur- 
prize you ; therefore, to unriddle this myftery, and 
enable you to read it, I muft tell you where the 

conjuror 
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r 

coAjuror has placed it ; — If yoti pleafe (after crpf- 

fi fl gV 0Ur ^ t ^ ree ^ m ^ s ) turn the Iaft' new writing- 
table bottotn upwards,' and then (as Teague (ays) 
you will fee it lie on the fable. 

To deal no lbnger m magic with you, the ftory 
runs thus— As foon as your letter came to hand, 
•yeflfcrday, Ifsfftio, Mr. Sfnkb, aftid marie enquiry 

, *fter the pacqtat lef t at his knife* dbe&ed for you ? 

: Hk anfwer to my fefffrwt wis, chat he nailed it to 
the bottom. of ifce writing tibteAe fent you, as the 
fafcft manner of conveying it — where, I hope, it 
remains at this inftant. 

When you have read it, I wifli you do not fay, 
that Smith, by acci^git, had whimfically placed it 
in that obfcurity, where it ought to have remain'd. 
As to the fears I was under, when 1 wrote that let- 
ter, on a certain fubjeft — they are vanilh'd; acd 
,, 3H. danger 13 ote^. .! .' ■ > \ J 1 

I , Itft^i^ft'^lde^ Ghver'& poem, dll'd Lm+ 

k idm\\ artd hate tongwttflattd xhe. author, and hit 

4/iHgftiteuq thr citjr, on (thi^ fccond defeat ofthe yain- 

f inglorious borctecf the North I • As- to this poem, I 

was quite chkrfcfchto find a fubjeft (commerce) 

which I thought an unpoetical one, conduced 

• tvith fb m\fc& ipinf and harmony. I have ob- 

*> ferved that the Roderigos~xhc iilly gentlemen (of 

whom 
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whom God knows, there is a plentiful crop) think 
it too learned — too dry—too myftical. In fhoit (as 
the author intended) they do nQt undcrftand it, 

I am,- 
Moft refpe&fylly yours. 

P. S. A gentleman juft now called in to tell me, 
; Lo^d S — - died fuddenly in his chair two hours 
ago— and it is thought, by his own hands. When 
1 come at. the particulars, you (hall have them. 



LETTER XVII. 

* • Tq the fame, at Wolfcley-HalL 

, Dear- Sir, 

X HE ptoftcriptto my lafr, brought you the 

cataftrophe of the late Earl of S j and the fur- 

mifes t^at cOQtd occafion this ftrange accident, I 
promifed you ftiould follow. And by *th« helf>*of 
my old friends* and able newsfnongers^ Cikifrtht 
laureat, and Captain Eodens y I have, got bcybn&all 
furmif^, eveft to the matter of faft. : 

. • . • i ....... Y 

This very furprizing, unhappy man (for fp I 
mult call one, who was, feemingly, in the zenith of 

happinefe) 
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happinefs) fatd long had aft intimacy wn;h the Lfcdy 
of the late Duke of M-^—, to whom he was to 
have been married that very night he Ihot himfelf! 

It is rtmark'd by fever al he vifitcd and converted 
wkhthat day, that he ntver appeared with a more 
chearfui and fatiafied Countenance •, this circuits 
ftance was the more remarkable in him, who ufually 
wore a quite contrary, face. He went home that 
fatal evening, about eight o'clock, retired into his 
drawing room, and ofcdetied his fervant not to come 
-near him, frill he called him— He featcd himfelf in 
an edfy chair, before aiarge lo6king~glafs > between , 
him, ahd the ghtfs, ftood^ litde-table with candles 
placed on books, to raiie them to, the dcfifed height* 
he then put the muzzle of a fmall piftol into his 
mouth, dofed his Ups r and difchargjj^g it, fent the 
ball through the rqgf of his mouth into the brain, 
where it lodged t this Jaethod fo much deadened the 
report of the piftol (which, no doubt, had but a mo- 
derate charge) that the attending fervant imagined it 
to be the falling of a great book ! however, it raifed 
his curiofity to liftcn at the door, and thinking he 
heard his lord groan, he opened it— and found him 
in the agonies of death* by thefmaU cffufion $f 
blood, from the mouth downward*, he, at firft, 
thought his throat was cut— but when more fer- 
vants came—the piftol foor» explained the affair. 
The firft perfon they fent for, was Lord Cbejter- 

field, 
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fyU) wtiolhred-flear, «id <i*me-imm«Hatd^^^d 
*w haftily got home again to bed, fiek Witfc th* 
fight. Notwithstanding the cart of *h* fea%'*d 
conceal it, under the common name of apoplexy, 
k alatm'd the Coroner, who has a right to enter Tali 
places. The ferv^niis had mhmred ^he body mto 
another nootn, and after cleaning it, :jk* fi^ns.of a 
Tibknt Aath were vifible— bm tteCwftftwtjdkfag 
a (urgton with him* the uruth was foo» d|fc«v*ffcd; 

^ou ?twU jediiy fuppofe this nam mufk.tkmvt 
the difappiiwed Duehris* into die ^ccat^ft df ftiaG. 
tkm! fcbotwss^at that i^ri^/^Tauii^ibr his Loiki- 
4hip, whhDe^Cldrk&w 1*^,1^^ Wg- 
rogp f in^ttie palace. •••' ^s.i:.. -j. ... . ;:o I: •:/ f 
. l- • ." ■;*;/.. .'.. "' - / ><• » • • . •.*-; r...-- . . . 

- • The penera^ty e^'peopJ^- who 41* fK^oriiy-filft- 
jeft to a fallacious toay : of ;thinkiAg, : :btit -td' the 

♦ greatdfl: <tegr&* 6$ rrialice attd ill-natyte,' call' this 
choice whieli Ae Eari ha^niaete* a r^^km q|>6n 
the lady ; , btrtthe •wifer aiVel- better plrt ate o( a 

• contrary opinion 5 they think a rftart of that gloomy 
' difpofltion, would probably^have deftroyed ! himfrtf, 

and- (as Ae-Lady did not live happily -witfr her late 
hufband) that it would have been a greater Tefleftton 
on- her, 'for him to have killed himfelf dfeer/ than 
before mahriage^ ' : * ••'V'" ' 
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JFormy own part* Sir William, fince I find thcfo 
fuicidcs can determine their faW with fomuch com* 
pofyre, I bclievq I fl&ujd have taken one night's 
lodging with the lady* and then hare confidercd 
further on it. 

But to follow the theatrical cuftom* after thia 
tragedy, I (hall give ypu a farce* 

London begins now, not only to bis the feat of 
politic?, tjiK of frolic and fun (as the fang fays) we 
have had two gjrand uproars, this week, at our two 
grand theatres ! that in Wtftfninfter and Drury- 
Lane ? the motion for the Place Bill contained a 
very modeft requeft, that about two hundred fena- 
tors would acknowledge themfelves difqualified to 
fit in that Houfe of Parliament, as unworthy mem- 
bers ! And though, in fad, they ought to be 
turned out of the doors, it was monftrous to ima- 
gine (like foolish catbplids) that they would whip 
themfelves out ! However it occafioned a glorious 
uproar, and the minority made a much better 
figure than was imagined. 

The riot in Dtury-Lane theatre was occafione^ 
by the manage*. Fleetwood has a new Pantomimic 
a thing called an entertainment, which clofes, a* 
ufua}> ^ith a grand dance— the capital dancer, 
Qhattenimf, was taken ill— and yet the manager fcpf 

Vol. I. E her 
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her name in the play- bilk three nights fucccflively. 
The firft night they were pretty quiet; the Tecond; • 
theyhiffed; But the third^ they uftiened out the 
ladies, and then went to work with the hbufe; 
the fiift motion was to fire it— but that being car- 
ried in the negative, they began with the orcheftre, 
broke the harpficord and : bafe viols — pulled up the 
benches in the pit — broke down the bdxes, and 
the King's arms ; (a fort of petty treafon) there 
was a moffi noble Marquis at the head of this 1 riot, 
and the next morning, when he came to hisfenfes, 
he behaved a little like himfelf, by fending an -Hun- 1 
dred pound note, for his part of the damage. : 

"* • I am, dear Siiv 
• *»■•".'■ • - *' • * 

•Yours. 



L E T T E R XVIIL, 

To the fame, at Bath. 
Dear Sir, 

X HAVE obeyed your orders of the 12th in- 
ftant. The box went to the inn, as you di&fted •, 
and by part of the contents, one may guefs at the 
Condition of Lady^Wolfeley. As for, mine, and 

that 



Digitized by 



Google 



ORIGINAL LETTER?. <Jt 

that of my poor wife, it v/as never worfe-r-I have 
been deprived of the pleafureof wfitting;tp, you, 
jby her dangerous fituation \ fhe has been confined 
to her bed by a raging fever * dp&ors and blifters, 
thefe ten days. ',; I really .feared* in my next letter p 
you* I Ihould cry out with Oth&ko— my wife! 
what Wife ?'\ Ibave no wifi / but, thanks to a good 

• <:ontbitution, her fever is now an intermittant,. and 
••the fcark* vtfsh which they are plying her, will be 

• her cure*. By:, this; accident, we were obliged .to 
poftpone Mifs Pen's coming hither to Wednesday 

-next;* ' i •/,■ i'Vv 

I am forry your jndifpofition drives yoq jpjb 

difficult. and troublefome a, remedy, as a long- jour* 

aey from your hou(e to Bath i k but now 1 think,pn 

. it^ you have no diflike to the filling a portmanteau, 

*nd ^hanging the; fcene* •■"./. "11 

Well* Sir, tllo 5 I am under difadvanuges and 
perplexities here, I cannot part with you, without 
a word or two, concerning my friend, Admiral Ver- 
non. What fay the politicians of Batjb* to his ex j 
ploit ? that the. court politicians are for depreciat- 
ing the merit of the a&ion is beyond all doubt ! 
Sir Robert has eat all the nails off his fingers, and 
curfes the hour in, which he contented to give a 
command to that rafh man \ No guns were fired 
jui the park, pr at the tower 1 4 which, it feems, was 
E 2 v . ufiial 
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ufual, on lefs Occaflons all the laft war ! And the 
minority in the houfe, were obliged to conduft the 
motion for the addrcfs of congratulation, with the 
greateft management — they carried it but by five ! 
then there arofe debates, which lafted feveral hours, 
on the making mention in the addtefi, of the number 
of ihips, with which Vernon took Port O Bella ! 
the miniftry were not for having the number 
inferted, and why was this ? Ml tell you. In the 
• laft feflion, when Vernon was in the houfe, and the 
Spanifh depradations were in debate — Sir Charles 
Wager got up, and faid, Gentlemen might fit there 
at their cafe,' and fancy what they pleafed — but he 
knew better things! and aflerted that it wa6 his 
opinion, Part Bett* could not be taken with any 
twelve /hips in the navy t Mr. Vernto then rofe 
xi p, and faid, I have had the honour to command 
a King's (hip — that he knew the place well— and 
he would undertake to be matter of it with six 
Jhips, on forfeit of bis tifet He has done it ! He 
has blown up the place with Spanifh powder ! feat 
theexprefs to London in a Spanijb floop, befides 
doing the South Sea company a considerable piece 
of fervice ! judge then, how this muft chagrin 
j fome people here, who concluded his fucceediag 
impofilble, with his force •, and feem'd no way in- 
dined to fttengthen him, for by this bold ftroke, 
all pacific fchemes are demolifhecV 6r, at kaft, 
greatly embarraflcd. And, on the other fide, the 
" ' ** breaft 
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breaft of every uncorrupt Englifhrpan glows with 
real joy. As I have the honour of an intimate ac- 
quaintance with the Admiral (who has long fince 
conferred many lingular favours on me) you will 
believe, I feel a double portion of delight, at the 
furprizing fuccefs of this brave, worthy man. 

You lee the effeft of a good example 5 and what 
a long epiftleyour laft agreeable letter hasproducM 
But, alas! wit and humour \ fcarce commodity ! 
how to be acquired ? where to be found ? I write 
to you always with a good inclination ; but, you 
know, we are never more dull, than when we jforw 
to be otherwifei And never Ids merry? than on 
thofe days fet apart for mirth ! 

I am, in all moods, and on all occafions, 
Moft faithfully yours, &c 



LETTER XIX, 

To Captain Appzhley, encarop'd in the Ifle 

of Wight. 
Dear Tom, 



M 



^ ^ R S. Apperley did us the favour of calling 
here in her way home, from the moft charming 
tour I ever had a defcription of j which, perhaps, 
E 3 was 
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was done to encreafe my concern, for the misfor* 
tune of being deprived of making one in fo agree- 
able a party. But the caufc ! the' cruel caufe, I 
undcrftand, fhe has more than once acquainted you 
with, which renders all apologies needlefs ; the 
truth is, having never before been a complaipant, 
the two fev-re ftrokes I amjufi recovering from, 
(the firft an intermitting fever, and the relapfe, 
an ague and fever) not only deprived me of all. 
fpirits^ but even bodily ftrength, 

During my long fufferings, I had the pleafure 
of two welcome letters from you — they were exaft 
minature pi&ures of your real (elf ! and had the 
rignt marks of a joyous heart ; you are a happy 
mortal, and much to be envied, for furely a dull 
tnelancholly foldier, muft be one of the moft mifen 
Table beings on earth, 

I hope the linen you wrote for in your laft, is 
with you. I remember you began your motion 
for credit, by afking me, // I bad faith. I can 
affure you my faith is capable of ftretching to great 
lengths for your fer vice; but, alas ! my poor abi- 
lity is for ever eroding my inclination, and dragging 
me backward. 



But, at prefent, we will bid adieu to melancholly, 
3pd ftrike up for a dance ! what think you of a. 
■/ niiny.et 



Digitized by 



Google 



ORIGINAL LETTERS. S£ 

minuet with a Spanilh lady, after you have taken 
the town ? for furely your commanding officer 
will be polite enough to give a hall at night to the 
Lafecs I 

But the ferious truth to be feared is, that you 
will neither have the town* nor the dance ; you fee 
I can even wifti you in fome danger, for the fake 
of honour* profit and pleafure — three things that 
are capable of adding greatly to the delight of liv- 
ing ! My late illnefs has prevented my lending 
an ear to the politicians ; but, indeed, not even 
thofe, in the very bofom of the Minifies can tell 
what will certainly be done, in an affair, fo liable to 
changeable incidents. 

I wifhfor the pleafure of feeing the IJle of PFighi \ 
at this juncture; I have been looking out for a 
party — but, alas!, what is more difficult than to 
get four people of ohe mind ? 

In your laft merry letter, you called upon me 
for a, toaft, and infifted on my giving you one* 
that might be called mine, and ferve your corps all 
the encampment and voyage-— I'll do it, a bumper 
toaft— Here goes— 

" May the Spaniard? fly at your firftfire* and leave 
? their wealthy and their women behind them" 

I am, yours, &C« 
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• L E T T E R XX, 

To Sir William Wolselev, Baronet, 
Dear Sir, 

J"\ T my return from Hertfordlhire (where I 
have fpent a mo{t delightful week with my worthy 
friend Mr. Wood) I found the favour of your let- 
ter, which informed me of your happintfs. I bog 
leave, tho* late, to congratulate you on this joyous 
occafion— A fine boy is a reward for the pain you 
mull unavoidably have fuffered, while all your 
happinefs was at (lake, and confequently in danger, 
I have juft drank the young Efquire's health in 4 
bumber. Two bqmpers in one year I what will 
encourage me to 4 third ? Nothing lefs than the 
taking of Cuba ; which, if the winds will permit, 
will certainly be done before Chriftmas. With 
your letter, t found one from Captain Apperley, 
*n officer of marines, dated the ad inftant, at 5/. 
Hckns\ from which I tranferibe yoii the following 
paflage. 



C4 



I am greatly of opinion, that this, and the 
* f Torbay fleet, will a& with the utmoft vigour 
H againft the pons, as foon as ever they can get at 

them 
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*', them, which, no doubt, will unavoidably draw 
H on Us French rtfeftttnent j which, I hope, will 
* prove without fcitor. A War with France is ex* 
** pe&ed, and, I hope, prepared for— for my own 
" part, I heartily Wiih it, but this may be owing 
f< to the weaknefs of my politics. A war with 
* c Spain is certainly prejudicial to us, but a war 
** with France muft be lb Co tbem*-and there is no 
fI way of getting an advantageous peace, but by 
? c beating one out of tbtftR. 1 ' 

As to your fears of a dangerous furprife, that 
aidy befal my worthy friend, Admiral Fernon^-m 
that refpefl: your politics and mine agree— -We had 
the face of d&nger, and even the miniftry were not 
a little alarmed, but I have fome reafon to hope 
Mr. Vernon is fafe, and will continue fo. Captain 
Rentone fail'd fome time fince, with advice of the 
JSpanifh and French motions ; and a reinforce- 
ment of five Ihips, and two that conveyed naval 
ftores, were fent at the fame time ; thefe, they fay, 
would make our Admiral up feventeen (hips of the 
line— rthis is a proof, that your StafFordffcire fears 
are far from being particular, but I have fome 
reafon to hope they will prove groundlefc, having 
been well informed, that the Cardinal has declared 
the Ffenth f^uadron is feikdonly to bring home 
die trofiey-what is, the Spanifli tftaftire is to be 
put On board their fliips, pnefumi/>g our men of 

war 
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war will be too well bred, to interrupt a French 
fleet id their paffagc ; bat, a** fuch a proceeding is 
direftly contrary to all treaty; I hope fomeof our 4 
Admirals will be unpolite enough to oblige them • 
to ftandy and deliver ; which will; I hope, pull off 
the maflc, and compel them to declare themftlves, ' 
what they have long fince been* our worft enemies. 
This they will do with the greateft relu&ance^ 
beaaufe their nation muft fuftain fuch a manifeft 
lofs, by an open war. Boulogne^ fome time ago, ' 
a very poor, and ftill an infignificant town, takes 
upwards of an hundred thoufand a year, in ffecie y 
from England^ for wine and brandy ; and a gentle- 
pian, juft come from Paris, ' told me, that our 
guineas are more plenty there than in London. 

I am, moft refpe&fully, 

Yours, &c. 



LETTER XXI. 

To the fame, at Bath. 

May 28, 1741. 
Dear Sir, 

1 HAVE the favour of yours, byway of an- 
fwer to mine, on the Weftminfter eleftion 5 and 
it is fo extraordinary an ajifwer, that, 1 dare fay 

(know* 
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(knowing tny inddfehce) you only feat it, id order 
to provoke m« to proceed. Is itpoffible, that a 
gentleman flioujd have the confidence to confront 
ray account of that affair, with one from an hirer 
ling ? But you have faid it, and i rayft believe it. 
1 prefume the writer of this court-account has 
comfortable rewards ; and what is it fuch people's 
confeiences will not permit, them to fay or do? As 
to the affair in queftion, Sir, be affured, the cour- 
tiers, whp have the leaft degree of modefty, are 
aihamed of defending the. proceedings, and give 
them up. It is evident, that corruption and power 
were intended' to have their influence at thisele&ion, 
as well as at other places * but it was executed in 
fo bungling, and fo fhocking a manner, that the 
perfons employed are left without the fhadow of 
excufe. The High Bailiff is a new one ; a man 
(I am well informed) fprung from the dregs of 
the people; he made an early difcovery of his 
difpofition, and fopn proved hlmfclf a complete 
court creature- in every thing, but his manners ! 
And yet this vulgar fool of power (you are told) 
was infulted in the execution of his office; and, 
(as Mr. B*-*— fays) greatly abufed by Mn Edwin* 
who is known by all who have the leaft acquaint- 
ance with him, to be a man of great politenefe 
and good breeding, and remarkable for meeknefs of 
temper ! We, jvho know him, unaniinoufly agreed, 
that hi? natural mildnefs . of temper, and want of 

warmth, 
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-warmth, greatly difquaijfied him for the place he 
appeared in— but being furrpunded by thofe au- 
dacious tools, and too much gauled by their 
power, he was prqvok'd to challenge Mr. Juftice 

B ; but, even then, he did it like an injured 

gentleman, which the other evaded like a — ?— — * 

As to the foldicrs, they were fent for to fecure 
their perfons-— Z^n/ Sundon* and thofe court per- 
fons — that is true. But what brought their fweet 
perfons into danger ? In a word, it was evident, that 
the court members had exhaufted their ftrength ; 
day, JJrd Sundon owned it himfelf that morning, 
and they were then only three hundred a-head, 
which that Friday's poll would have loft, and the 
Saturday's (the day agreed for doling) have proved 
near that number in favour of Vehum and Edwin. 
Was it prudent, therefore, for them to ftay there 
f till they had loft their majority ? they intended, 
therefore, to /***, or rather tnakc fbme pretence 
for (hutting qp the books, which proved to be 
this — Fourteen unexceptionable men were at the 
huttings, polling againft them, and about two hun- 
dred appeared, with the white flag at their head, 
as was ufually carried at the head of partita for 
Vtrnm and Edwin ; at this appearance, the mob 
fent up their univerfal huzzas ! Immediately the 
minifterial gentry cried out, a Riot I^-Sott the 
books ! Which was done. Some of Edwin* % afting 

friends, 
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friends, beggM of thofe in. their intereft to difperfe 
dire&iy. The reafon for fhutcing the books, was 
then demanded by Mr. Edwjn^ and his friends * 
and the anfwer was^Tbere was a riot I Hundreds 
can bear witnefs to the contrary . But they hoped 
that Ihutting the books, in tbft . ttuuneful, UlegaJ 
manner, would occafion a riot ! it was, therefore, 
necefiary to provide the am® xo be iq readinds to 
defend them * ! Tfeis was. clew, becaufe the foldiet* 
aftuaily appeared before t&e deputy Buliff caade 
the declaration, which was *Wb kefm tfcf > riot; 
for the riot was occasioned by fat appearance of tie 
folders to fupport this illegal declaration. After 
that, I grant you, the foldiers were aWblutely nt- 
ceiftry tp fecure 'their perfonsu , 

* * . , * * • 

And now I would alk thefe minifterial tools one 
queftion— I prefume, knocking out the brains of 
thefe tools rf power, would be deem'd an evil 
a&ion ! I grant it-«-But, pray Sir, have they a 
right to do an evil aftion ? It is plain they have 
the power ! and the Roman and Englifh hiftories 
are full of inftances, where the mobs have taken 
inftant rtveggeof fuch bold invaders of their rights, 
and privileges -, but our invaders had better fate, 
and I am exceedingly glad of it. Lord Sundon's 



* A ferjeant's guard was brought into the church, at tie 
backdoor, that moffiing, which proved their defiga. 

life 
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life was faved by the goodnefs of his horfes, and 
the' boldnefs, and dexterity of his coachman, 
torho galloped them into the court-yard of St. 
James's houfe, inftcad v of going by the gates to 
his mailer's, where they mutt have been overtaken, 
by the enraged purfuefs, and deftroyed. ' 

ci A mob, Sir, an enraged mob, 19 a very terrible 
*h1%! especially to minifterial offenders! But, -it 
**s Wident/byall the mobs mentioned in hiftories, 
that they always meant well— that they afiembled 
to obtain; redr t ef$ ef- the grievaneesxhty then groaned 
tirtefer !-~Is not thi* likely ? : 1$ not this rational ? 
-Id i$ a certain mobs-mfcy be mifled-by -the xlefigns of 
artful men, and very often are ; but,' pray,, defire 

thefe advocate penfioners, thefe B \ to look 

. into the lite publiihed life of Cicero ; let them read 
•thert^iwh^t theR<>man mobs did annually to their 
corrupt magiftrates— I fay, let them read, and 
:< treaxblHig, ; bkfs their ftars they, did aot live. in 
. thofedays} . . ri . . . , .. .:..- . ; 

* I am, dear Sir, 

. • •-• Yflurs, Sec. 



N. B. This very Juftice B , who wrote 

that court letter to Bath, was brought, with two 
others, on their knees, at the bgr of the Houfe of 

Commons, 
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Commons, for their offences at this very eleftion, 
which was voted illegal \b y? the froirie; and a new: 
writ ordered For a hew cleft ion ; when no candidates 
could be prevailed on to: declare himfelf for the 
court, the people were fo incenfed by their late 
proceedings.- — This: was the firft fatal' ftrofce to- 
SirRobert Walpole. 



L rT't'E R XXII. * 

• * f . ; • ...... . , ,. -..,..., 

To the Author of tte Hiftory of the Stttge, 

• ' printed fto the Year 1741. 

SIR, 

IT is not in my power to fupply you with. any 
other particulars, relating to Mrs, Horton> than the 
few following. , ' 

The late Mr. Booth fawMrs. Chriftiana Horton 
perform the part of Cupid, in a droll called Cupid 
and Pfycbe^ in Southwark fair, in the year 1714, 
and being pleafed with her, he brought her on 
t)rury-lane Theatre the year after. The firfl: 
part flic appeared in, was Mclinda, in the Recruit- 
ing Officer. 



She afted parts of confequence in fevcral plays, 
with fuccefs, even when the late Mrs. Oldfield, 

and 
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and Mrs. Porter, were in their bigheft reputation 
particularly the part of Lady Brump$o* % in the 
Funeral % for which flie received the htgheft com* 
pllmcnts from Sir Richard Stele, the author: and 
the Jane Mr. Booth was firmly of opinion* that na 
one was fo capable of playing Mrs. OldfitWs parts* 
after her death. Mr. Wilks proved bfaifelf fA the 
fame mind, by preferring her to play, in feveral 
comedies with him, in Mrs. OUjUWs chara&ers 5 
the part of MUkmonh in the Wq of. the World* 
was one ; and my intimacy with Mr. Wilks, at thai 
timty gavb mc an opportunity tQ be afibrc& th&t 
fhe acquitted bfirfelf, in that charader, to the fatif* 
fa&ion of that celebrated a&or, as well as to the 
delight of the audience. 

She continued on that ftage Ibme time after the 
death of her old friends, the managers, and *tilj 
it was tortured with feveral revolutions, when fhe 
was invited to. leave it for Coyent Garden Theatre* 
in the year 1734, where ihe now remains. 

That lhe is now, in the full poffeflitfn of Mrs; 
OldfieU\ parts, in comedy, aimoft without a rivals 
is obvious to every one who frequents the Theatres ; 
and is the only copy that can remind us of that 
excellent original; fo much is the biifinefs of 
afting reduced frpm jt$ former glory ! I Shall only 
add one obfervation more, which is an aliasing 

one, 
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ttnt, indeed! and remarkably Angular irt Mr*/ 
tiorton i which is, that in the meridian of life fhfc 
mains her beauty, without art, and even Without 
the eritire lofs of her bloom, arid it* by far, th* 
haftdfomeft woman on either ftage* 

1 am* Sir, 

Your humble ferrarit* 



To Lady Wolseliy, at Wolfely-Half* 
Madart* 



i 



H A D the hdnbUt of a loftg letter frdrii £if 
William, dated from Bath, which brought me a 
fcheme— another fcheme! which was clofcd* as 
ufual, with in intended journey to London. Now 
really, Madam, is it feafonable, that your ladylhip, 
iNh6 has fo long ekcited our admiration, By your 
many amiable qualities, fliould draw us ftill nearer 
to you, by a difplay of more philofophy than ever 
fell tto the fhare of ten women ? For my part, I 
mult confefs* 1 have quite loft my patience J and, 
furcly, if I did not think Sir William's redding 
here, with hit Lady, and family, would greatly 
add to the delight of us all, the difappointment 
Vou t F wtukl 
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would apt provoke me_fo-ffiut your ladyfhijp^s 

happy ferenity of mind is what I want to difcom-* 

pofej if I could but do .that glorious piece of 

mifchief/ 1' w6uld then mate it lip wjtK-Sir Wit-" 

liam dire&ly, becaufe then there would be" a journey 

to London in earneflr-4)ut : of *his I am in defpair ; 

Sir William. will be for evdr changing, and your 

ladyfliip, *as in duty" bound, changes after him. 

His laft letter mentions fomething of being here 

in February ; if Sir William can fend me fecurity, 

y(for I really can take his word no morc^ why then 

I will be quiet. 

Your ladyfhip's laft commands, by the captain, 
were obeyed, as muft every one directed to* 

*. r ,; t ,.... - Your obedient/ervj^t^ 



LET T-E R XXiy. > ,, 

To tfre Rev. Mr. John Dt*r, at Htreftrct; ••• 
Dear Sir, 

T '. " 

X HAVE your laft agreeable letter; as, indeed^ 
is every one of yours, when you write with your 
wfual foirlt. You might' as well venture to tell 
me, that your converfation can give me' no real 
pleafurc,, as that your letters can fail to do To. — 
v ' your 
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your excihfe is too weak to fucceed j iftd f yd« nfcttt 
fpare fome few moments of yotir preeifciis* ttirie^ 
. now and then, on a poft day ; I will allow ybu xb 
write in hafte, and to plead all the common excufes 
that entertaining people geiierally make ufe of f 
:whofe company is very much folicited, and wh6fe 
days are too Ihort for the pleafurable 'profpfeJH hi* 
-fckc them-— A good writer is always ; m A hurry, 
ahd a fine finger never without a cold* * 

• I am obliged to you for your ingeftiows cqft* 
gfatulations, but that you lhould leave the defights 
oFParttaffus, is ftran^e ihdeed ! 1 friade but feW 
attempts to climb that difficult,' enchanting hill % 
my attempts were vain ! but for you, wh©' : could 
with eaft afeerld the fummit, to be temttnted in 
the vale, k wonderous ftrange ! * ' 

It is, a$ you obferve, qurte proper t6* have 
fome acquaintance with that god of this world* 
Mercury; you call him, a cunning thief, which 
confirms me in my opinion, that (though fortunes 
are fometkies, accidentally, acquired with honour) 
hone but knaves can be has real fxvwcrltM $.1 have, 
therefore, no inclination to be of hii iftthnate ac* 
quaintance j but, fince gold is . more ufefifl than 

* This gentleman, in th$ year 1755, published a very find 
poem called the Flecc e, 

? 2 wit, 
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<?;/, it well as more eafily acquired, I am wil- 
ling to purfuc, what I have fomc fmall chance to 
pofiefi* 

As to oiy; poetical friends, which you enquire 
after, they are no more ! and what is ftill worfe, 
their very names feem buried with them. You 
have heard of the fate of poor Dick Savage * ? I 
hear his life is going to be publifh'd, and by an 
able handf-, if the author would enrich, and 
enliven his work, he fliould come to you, and I, for 
anecdotes. Surely that agreeable, and moft ac- 
complilhed man, Mr. Hill J, defcrves a better 
. fate than banifliment and oblivion, in which con- 
dition, I hear, he has repined thefe fix years. 
How many delightful hours have we enjoyed with 
that elegant lover, and his charming Clio § 1 how 
like thofe fcenes we read in our youthful days, in 
Sir Philip Sidney's Pfeftoral Romance ! 



* Richard Savage, fort of the fate Earl Rivers. 

f Mr. Samuel Johnfon. 

J Aaron Hill, Efq. 

i The late Mrs. Sanfofi. 
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LETTER XXV. 

To the fame. 
.Dear Sir, 

X OU are pleafed to ob&rve, that a fhort letter 
from the empty, idle country, and a long, one 
from the full a&ive town, is always expected— 
from which may be drawn this meiancholly in- 
ference— that if fate Oiould eycr place me in the 
rural fcene of life, our correfpondence muft ccafc ; 
becaufe, having no jranfaftions to relate, we muft, 
confeqnently, have nothing, to fay to each other. 
Pray, Sir, have you forgot what Sir Godfrey Knellcr 
faid to the celebrated Mr. Lock* while he was fit- 
ting to him for his pi&ure ? T<m are famous for y out 
ideas* Mr. Lock » Why I have ideas tco—Ibavejuli 
now an idea of your nofe> Mr. Lock I I prcfumc 
this (hort ftory wants no comment. Now if you, 
who have lcifurc to colled your ideas, can be fo 
unkind to the world, and your friends in parti- 
cular, as to carry them with you to the grave, 
how very vain muft that man be, who attempts to 
entertain you with any thing but the flying expe- 
ditions in Hungary, and news from the iecret 
committee ? As for example— news from the Wcifc- 
Indies— I can allure you, that Commodore An/on is 
F 3 certainly 
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certainly fafe ; I faw his elder brother a few days 
ago at Tom's coffee-houfe, who (hewed a letter 
from Jamaica 9 that he was fefe with four hundred 
thoufend pounds fterling — the letter contained a 
particular circumftance or two that confirmed 
the fa&. 

The Jecret committee made their firft report to 
ifoe hotife* <*i Thuriclay laft, which will be printed 
in a few days* and which, I fear, will greatly dif- 
•ppoint the expecting world /the truth, I believe, 
is, that no fuch committee ever did any extra- 
ordinaty hufinefs, when the court was againft them, 
which, you know, is the cafe at prefenc— inftead 
of going .on notorial points* worthy their enquiry, 
I hear, they are proving what no man in his fenfes 
sver doubted — that great Jkms of the public monies 
b&vt hen tnif applied^ and particularly in ekliions— 
therefore, you may reft aflured, you have enlarged 
you* «p«6fcatiofcs relating* to the article of news, 
frortf Lpnddn ^this proud ftene of adtion) fo mon- 
ftroufly, that I fliall lay this paper by, for a day or 
two, -to fend you the great event. 

*Tis done*— the mountain has been in labour, 
and a moufe is born ! — the furpfifing fuccefs that 
-attended the oppofition — the long wiih*d-for removal 
*~theftcret committee— the enquiry — have all ended 
in*~notHng. They have drove Sir Robert Walpote 

• - out 
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out of the lower, into, the upper houfe — the torn* 
mmer. into the peer 5 and, that man, odious. to the 
whole nation, has, now* 4nany friends to defend 
himagainft the weak attacks of his adverfaries, 
while te fmiks,,triumphanr, under a load of royal 
favours. 

I have ju ft reafon to complain that half of every, 
flieet you fend me is unfilPd, and yet you have 
Iqfure. .You fee I have puffc'd vigoroufly over t# 
the lad fide, though every day comes crouded With 
more bufinefs, and engagements, than I can po£ 
fibly attend to. Let your next letter be quite" full—* 
if defcription fails, you have ideas— if you want 
affiftance, take Horace, or Virgil. Thus, you fee, 
I have deprived you of every excufe, and, at th* 
fame time, pleaded my own. 
I rerwin, 
moft refpc&fully, yours, &c 



N 



LETTER XXVI. 

To Mr. Wood, at Sc Att>*P'* 

Auguft 15, 1742; 



__ QR bufinefs, nor pleafures, (hall any longer 

prevail ; I will, write to my dear friend inftantly. 

I lent yo« Gibber's letter tQ Pope k on Saturday laft. 

F 4 ^called 
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I called at your pamphlet ihop, in my way home 
frqip Tvmbj-idge, where I had been pieafantly re- 
galed for three weeks ; I was carried there, in the 
corner of a coach and fix, belonging to my brother- 
jn-law, Perrin, whom I left-there with his family \ 
,a week before I came away, Cibber's letter to Pope 
was brought down there, by a gentleman of my 
acquaintance, who favoured tt\t with the reading 
it that afternoon— in the evening; of that day, gat- 
ing on the walks, to retufti the letter to my friend, 
I had the pleafure of finding him with the author 
of it-— the gay, blooming Colle* , juft arrived 
from London! as unexpe^ed, as welcome? well, 
yit pafied that night happily together ^ arid the 
yery next qiorning, who ihould Kind fortune add 
to the party, hut my worthy, valuable, reverend 
friend, Doffor Toung I If the noon of that day had 
brought Mr. Wood* the cup of delight would have 
been to fult, that no one could have cfranfe of it; 
with a fteady hand. 

The gaiety of tnnbridge y at a fijll fcafoiv is tl* 
moft inexpreffible ! The whole day and night, are 
employed in riding, preying, gating faffing* eatings 
drinking} mufic, balls, 6f c. &t. (Sc. Every one 
compiles with what is called t\\t faJbitm-rCibbet goes 
<:onftantly to prayers-rz&tid the Curate (to return 
the compliment) as conftantly, when prayers are 
Oyer, to the Qmin% table! I found there, your 
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friend, Mr. Cokhrtok, with His lady and daughter; 
they fay he is the richeft commoner in England, 

The mention of that great citizen's name, leads 
ific into a verydifagreeahledigrcflion — your friend* 
ly recommendation, and the name of Sir John Bar* 
pard> almoft Hred this rich man into public fpirit 
enough, to buy a piece of Irifh cambrick, byway 
of encouraging that new manufacture — I told you 
of hU coming to me the laft evening we were to- 
gether, and how 1 had humoured him, by letting 
him take t*o pieces away in his chariot s to ftiew 
his wife-*-after fome days, they were returned open'd 
and tumbled, with this anfwer — that Mrs. Colt- 
hook thought them too dear. I then wrote him a 
clear ftate of this new cambrick manufafiure, le^ft this 
accident IhouW overfet their once feeming good in- 
tentions, to the general ufe of tti% bffi linens— but 
alas ! I hear, thefe rich people ait mingled again 
with the million, who are ready to be pubtic-fpiritid 
on any occafion, that will put one (hilling in their 
pockets! what pity is it, that we are oWig'd to 
know fuch wretches ! • 

( Since my return to Pall Mall, I hear (and with 
great appearance of truth) that the King and the 
Duke, are going to Flanders, to fee the raree-fhow 
there ! I heartily wilh them bufinefs and fuccefs. 

' Thw 
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Thus* you fte, 1 caaaot part with yon 'without, 
a fmail touch at policies, finccwc arenas yet, in no 
danger of the Baftile. What fay you to the fecond 
report of the fecret c&mtoiMe T afcd what, to the re- 
port of the comtnHtve men? the h<*oc& arotfligft them, 
they fey, are faltenlnto nelfe that fere welt feather*d, 
and thus VATKiornvt and puWie virtue* are no 
nibre ! Pray, my gottd friend^ tf hat is public vir- 
tue ? If I was to make the cfcfimciofl for ytM**-r 
prefume you would fay, the rvverfc of human praglicr: 

I lhall fend you down, in a day or two, a ihtfe 
jteeminblaink v4rfe,cairdTheCoMf»LAiMT, tbt Night 
^thoughts on Death and Eternity, it tea melanchblly, 
j^lfeftetfc fubjeft, but you will find* the fentitrants* 
quite newj the images ftrong, the'di&ion nervous, 
and. the whole written by a mafterfy hand; It is n. 
btfpuHiffied iir three parts'; and ©odfley told me, 
lie had given two hundred pawnds for the. copy 5 the 
author has carefully concealed his name^ on putw 
pofe to try the force of his poem* He is my friend. 
I dare fay you will find h?m our, as I did, the fofi 
reading ; and I chufe to try you, 

1 have now tired my pen, as- well as my hand, 
1but what is yet worfe;T fear I Have tired you, but 
you are fo arcuftomed to pardon tranfgreffions— 
aftd my bufineft will prevent a frequent commiffioa 
oi this fault, which apologies would add to, and 

as 
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a* an, olid, ,bad pq*t, I h*tte juft m*t Vrkk Ifcya 
on the farpe occafionv . -. 

« c For if profcdty of fpeesfc offeiwW* 
. ( _■ " How car* that error, by more fpeecb, be. mended. m 

1'am, OK)(t affectionately, 

^ ff * ■ Yours. 



P. S. Looking over the lives of the poet?, to the 
year, 1698, 1 found your name y Nathaniel fTood^ht 
was a clergyman, and. lived in the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth : He wrote one play, and calf d it the 
Confiilt of Gonfiienc$~~+ moral paftoral. 



LETTER XXVII. 

To the Rev. Do£tor Young, at Tunbridge- Wells. 
Dear Sir, 

Jj I N C E I left you* I have read a poem with 
a tremendous title, call'd The Complaint, or Night 
Thoughts on Death and Eternity. A melan£hoUy 
unfafhiooable fubjeft— but the reading it gave ifie 
great pleafure \ I found the thoughts quite new, 
and Dofior Toung written in large chara&ers in every 

PS*- 

I found 
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I found by your bookfeller, Mr. Ztajfeft that 
you have carefully conceal'd your name, on pur- 
pofc to try the force of your poem •, but you are 
too good a writer to be able to conceal yourfelf 
from your admirers. I heir we are to have the 
happinefs of reading two books more. If I was 
your bookfeller, I fhould greatly folicicit you to 
add your name, becaufe it would call the attention 
of thofe readers who are led by mode, confequenely 
•ncrcafe the falc.of the poem. 

I hope to hav<* the opportunity very foon of 
thanking you for this ptcafure in London. ' 

I am, dear Sir, 
, Your moft obliged fervant. 



LETTER XXVIII. 

To Lady Wolseli y, at Bath. l 

March, 174$. 
Madam, 

X Mentioned in my laft letter to Sir William, a 
d«fign to write to your Lady fhip in his abfence \ and 
you fee with whatpunftuality we keep our refblves, 

i thOTSgh 
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though ever fd (lightly form'd, when they taLly with 
oflr inclinations— and the performance even of a 
promifc made to you, Madam, will hardly bt - 
efteem'd a merit, fince, I dare fay, you never met 
with a man infenfiblc enough to be a promife^ 
breaker. A fine lady is not only held in conftant 
remembrance, but every one employs the moft 
trifflingoccafion to be remembered by her. Since 
this is the happy fituation you are placed in, I 
will leave you to judge* what fome of thofe vain, 
infignificant beings called biaus ! whofe ambition 
can poffibly rife ho higher, than to die pleafure of 
being thought well with a fine woman— I fay, I 
will leave you to judge what one of thofe cox* 
combs would give to be the owner of a letter of 
your ladyfhip's, which I have in my poffeflion. I 
prefume, Madam, I have by this time raifed a 
cloud upon your brow— and to difperfe it, muft 
explain myfidf— half a line of a very innocent let* 
ter — like a broken hint, is the very way thofe fops 
take to divulge the affair, and make their friends 
believe they have the. happinefs of a fecret— and 
what does your ladyfhip think of the following 
words in one of your late letters— c< No letters re- 
iei*e&—vews broken? and then turning artfully over 
to difcover the name of a celebrated beauty, as rf^e 
complainant. Do you think, Madam, Tome LorJ 
Pepington would nor give* one a five hundred pound 
bill for this lefter ? . ^ 

Now 
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f, Ncw, if it (hotild evercdnafc toyoar ladyfliipV 
ear tkat I have rcfufed fuch a tempting fwii for it, 
if jrov wtillbttt fay*-" well* he is ta bbneft ftUow* 
^«nd I«rrob^ged\tohim f " yduiriU arip&y*** 
ward, \; ;: cc ». ' .1 .. 

.:. *•!./ Madam, 

" : v r; YowlriyftipVdtj^ftt * 

t ,. ,-,.*'. Humble-Jferyant* 

* « "* -I * - »..'». 

c ; .Ji.-E.T TElll XXIX. ■.. ., 
I ,\ • i ■->.» • • . - . • » . ' • 

t.TdoMn* Wood, at ..St,. 'Alton*, 



', : D<jar §Ur^ 



V 



^ . IfE n coou)l^ifknt gquleroarii who is {he bearer 
ftf^i^ff^-^v^4^if^^ thw twiptatipn in 



t- —0 



* If yoi(haycnot 'fecntheaefvertifemerit, our friend 
%ack ^hittiq^nam*s ben&it night, at Drury*Xane 
theatre, "4? 'Axed~on the 20th inftant •, and the play 
^[^'l^^ij^ber^ jfoirt of Fhyrru$,by'a 

br .Yin* fare jbera ifame tone . acq^aaited vfcku ay 
opinion of this laft theatrical fchemt ofoutimitfi 

, w ;; lov'd 
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JbySl friend— nay \i fetriembef, wfteh he ,w£s flat- 
tered to death by liis city frierida, r and rt&dy ttf - 
buirft: with vafcitypTie complained to you/ that 1 . 
was the only man w.ho mortified him. . He.faid, he 
found himfelf an liahdfome, clever ""fellow, in all 
houfe$ but xpine rr that he always w.ent f^om thengc 
Runch-Back'd and Baody-leag^ n ' . * ' "\ 

'.-:..i.s .!. . ,-.j 1 ■ *)ini: » : * :s -Alt :i .."•«. .-./.I, 
It was too true-rl knew- he was a fine mjrmck or 

^emfeno x for ? flight Italian air ? as he nad xafte, and 

a loft melodious tone— He coulcl alio imitate 'Booth 

in the lame manner^ ^ a 

flight fpeech — bit, alks f he f ^^^^,|)p^§fs, (to 

fay nothing of his other deficiencies) to appear in 

IHofJfut, pr *oy,£flpij:al chajrafto* ^ fir* fate 

^ l Tf you have my life of "Booth in your ftudy, I beg 
you will turn to it, and read the defcription f have 
there given of that great a&fcr in this part of Pbyr- 
rus. I remember our /riend Jack was extreamly 
pleafed with It; the' parade there defcribed, at the 
entrance of that charadter, ftruck his fancy ; and|, 
I hope, we ihall fee him copy that part of it, at 
Uaft. 



• Hotfpor in Henry the Fourth, was the part he made hi* 
firft appeatance in, at Drory-Lane thortre, in which he waa 
demolifh'd and loft in the firft (bene* 

Yo* 
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You faw him here, when he thought himfelf po£ 
fefied with the fpirit of Hotfpur — if any one fpoke 
to him in any houfe, or. place— hii anfwer was—* 

€< My leige, I did deny no prifoners— •• 

But now, his prefent madncft makes his anfwer at 
little more rational. The other night, topping at a 
friend's houfe — at the time of parting, the family 
would have perfuaded him to the ufe of a doak— 
he-turn f d on them with a compofed look and faid f 

u The Greeks am for my fafety more concern 'd 
* Than I defire*— 

I beg you will not fail coming to town oil fht 
29th inftant, and dining with me, that we may fit 
together, and mourn the downfal of our unhappy 
friend* 

I am, 

Dear Sir, &c t 



la thyrrm* 
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L E T T E R XXX. 

To the Author of the Champion-. 

" ■ ■ May/ 1743; . 
SI*,' 

i 0U were pleafed to publilh two letters of 
nlifie, iopie. tii^e ago, and, at the fame time, to . 
favour me with your reproof for the feverity of 
the ftrain ih whiqh they were written y I am forry 
to find myfelf ftill more unhappy in panegyric. 
I fent you a few. lines,;. Come days fince, on the 
fubjedfc of the enclofed epigram, which you were 
pleafed go arder to lie on the table, to be perufed 
by the (harp family of the Vinegars j if the enclofed 
meets with the fame fate, you (hail doom me 
to lie there myfelf, if ever I give you any further 
trouble. I fay . not ;ttys to frighten you into conW 
pliance; and, as a proof of it, defire you to 
fpare me a word or two on the fubjeft. 

I lyas always of opinion, if any thing was 
written with decency, in. favour of merit, ia,pub- 
lic performers, that it was your . intereft, as well 
as your duty, as a Britijh Champion, to. give it 
place in your paper ; and, in this particular cafe. 
Vol. I G a neg- 



Digitized by 



Google 



S* ORIGINAL LETTERS. 

a negleft is notorious, fincc Mr. Dubourg's reputa- 
tion is univerfally known, and has lately been 
confirmed, here, by the greateft applajufe from 
feveral polite audiences. 

That we are in a falfe, unnatural tafte in mufic, 
at prefent, feveral letters in your own paper have 
obferved 5 and if an Englifhman (as I know Du- 
bourg to be one) can fairly expofe, and publicly 
defeat, thofe foreign trickfters, Ihall the Champion 
difcover either fear, or partiality, in fuch a caufe ? 

Be fo good to think properly of this, an«I 
believe me 

Your friend, andfervant, 

Bella&io. 



THE EPIGRAM. 

Dubourgi thy p*w*r is near divine, 

Sweet Harmony and tafte are thine j 

Play on, th' inanimate infpire, 

'Till Brut£s ihall gaze, and Fools admire ! 

Then in fome wild, and frantic (train. 

Play tricks— and fix them Yoois again. 
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LETTER XXXI. 

To Sir William Wolseley, Baronet. 

June 27, 1745. 



I 



Dear Sir, 



HAVE the honour of yours, of the 15th 
inftant, aind Ihould have acknowledged it fooner, 
if I had not found that my laft letter to Lady 
Wolfeley lay, at that time, unopen'd in Stafford- 
Jhire, which contained all the news I had to ac- 
quaint you with. 

Mr. Dubourg and wife, dine with me every 
Saturday, by appointment -, I mentioned to them 
your kind invitation to halt at Wolfeley- Hall, in 
their way to Chefter •, which, I prefume, they have, 
or will anfwer, and acknowledge properly. His 
Royal Higbnefs is grown fo fond of him, that I hear 
no mention of a time for his departure. 

The public papers have, by this time, informed 
you of the advancement of our old friend, Lord 
Gage, to be matter of the houlhold to the Prince 
ofWaUi — I hear it is one thoufand a year, and 
looks as if created on purpofe for his lordfhip. 

G2 Ifen| 
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I fent you an exaft account of our great fuccefs, 
and happy deliverance, at Dettingen. Pray have 
you country critics been as merry witK Lord Car- 
teret's firft letter, as we in London ? I can fuppofe 
a man of fenfe and parts "to be in fuch a fituation 
as to write a trifling letter, but that a fcholar 
fhould write ah ungrammatical, and a filly one, 
feems to me to be the greateft difficulty— As this 
is the fadl, it muft be thus accounted for— That 
his lordftiip'was firft frightened, and then fuddled* 
Qut of his fenfes j the thunder of the cannon, the 

. fire and fmoke, which he could not help both fee- 
ing and hearing, though in a place of fafety; 
knowing they were fighting his battle, in which 
the Kinq, and his son were engaged, and that an 

t unfortunate event might bring his bead into danger ; 
thtfe reflections, and this fituation, might fright a 

. inah l of peace Out of his wits ; and then a corn- 
pleat viElory, and'OAi Hock (which -he is a great 
lover of) might eafily fuddle him, 

Ranelagb is not yet«iKmgh frequented, to make 
it an advantageous undertaking ; there is nothing 
but the building to furprife, and that foon ceafes; 
they have removed the orcheftra to one fide, but it 
v does riot yet give fatitfa&ion. Fauxhall (the 
. mother of thefe amufements) remains the reign- 
ing beauty, 

I am, yours, &c. 



Digitized by 



Google 



ORIGINAL, L.ETTERS. 85 



LETTER XXXII,, 

To NIr. Rvvts, Affiftant in M$ Wqop'a 
Academy, at St. Albans, 



S I R, 



F« 



OR once you are ftrangely miftaken— Ypu 
have gue6*4 at two caufes for my filence, viz. That 
you have difobUged me, or, that I am idle), both of 
which are, almoft, impoffible, 

My laft letter to Mr, Wood (which gave notice 
of Dubourg*s flying through St. Alban's without 
me) acknowledged the favour of your long, de- 
fcriptive letter, which I then expefted to have the 
pleafufc of corpmenting upon, tlte-a-tete. 

fa fftr tfyc f ollp&jon of flowers, you there men- 
tion to haye g#fyercd for me, from the fermons of 
an affe&ed, dull preacher— if I guefs right, I don't 
like your -gardener, he is called, a labourer in the 
vineyard; I heartily wifh that he, and fome thou- 
fands of his function, were literally fo— they would 
then b$ of fome ufe to fociety. 

3 J don't 
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I don't know any friend of mine that has a 
fporting gun to fpare ; all I know of are better 
employed — they are (hooting Frenchmen. 

Pray tell Mr. Wood^ he owes me a letter, which 
is a debt I will fign no licence for, or ever forgive; 
and as he will be denied the benefit of the ftatute 
of bankruptcy, tell him, he had better fct about 
making a good competition. 

I am, 

Your's, &c. 



LETTER XXXIII. 

To Mr. Wood, at St. Alban's. 
Dear Sir, 

X HAVE the favour of your critical letter, 
and wis quite pleated to find you in fuch gaiety of 
temper 5 but the feverity of your criticifm, on my 
little * poet's performance, Ihall be properly con- 
fidercd. 



* Mr. Blderton of Salifbury wrote a poem called Britijb 
Bravery, on the battle of Dettingen, and fent it to me, for 
my approbation— it was afterwards printed and dedicated to 
the Earl of Stair. 

And 
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And fo, Sir, becaufc Mr. Addifon wrote a good 
f)Ocm, called the Campaign^ no fucceeding adion 
of war muft be attempted in verfe ? I will grant 
you, to write on that plan, after him, was wreft- 
ling with a giant ; but, I hope to prove yet, be- 
fore I part with you, that my little bard has not 
Jbeen fhamefully defeated. 

I read over Mr. Addison's Campaign^ when the 
pianufcript of Britijb Bravery was firft brought 
me s and have read it again, fince the arrival of 
your letter, and the only paffages that bear the 
Jeaft fimilitude, are the two following: 

^ c Evening approach' d ; but, oh 1 what hofts of foet 
4 < Were never to behold that evening clofe !" 

Pray does not this feem as if, in the day of battle, 
pwe were to be kill'd but our enemies ? 

Now my young bard fays » ■ i « 

* c Soon the retiring fhades to light give way ; 
* c To hafts ijumumber'd, the laft, fatal day l" 

The other is : 

*' Nations with nations mix'd, confusedly die, 
*• And loft in one promifcuous carnage lie !" 

My poet fays, in" his defcription of the field, after 

the battle— f—r 

G 4 « Dwell 
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u Dwell on the ftreaming gore ! the heaps, of flain ! 
" Th' expiring wretches, welt'ringon the plain ! 
"The mangled limbs ! heart-piercing groans and cries ! 
"Promifcuous, as the fmoaking carnage lies ! 

Thefe are the only paflages that bear afemblanct ; 
and, if you pleafe, the preference {Kail be given to 
Mr. Addifon — but, Sir, give me leave to add the % 
following lines taken from his great poem. 

c< The riling Danube its long race began, 

" And half its courfc thro* the new conquefts raxl' 

Now, though I have the higheft fenfe imaginable 
of Mr. Addifon's fuperior abilities, to moft of our „ 
Englifh poets, yet, I can't help thinking this 
couplet worfe than any thing in Britijh Bravery* 
Now, Sir, if I could but match fome of the beau- 
tiful paflages in the Campaign^ with as much eafe, 
I think we fhould.have the better of the engage- 
' ment — but there we ftrike our flag, though with- 
out any more lofs of credit, then would attend an 
Englilh FiJbing-boat 7 that furrender'd to a French 
Man of War. 

Now for your criticifm — The firft lines you at- 
tack, are the King's words before the battle — I 
have nothing to fay in their defence, but that they 
are founded on the martial maxim of Mr. AddiforCs 
own hero — When Queen Anne complimented the 
Duke of Marlborough^ at court, on his fucceffes j 

he 
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he replied, " Madam* White! have the honour to 
u command troops,.that will march up*clofe enough 
" to the enemy, to brufh their whilkers, without 
?' firing— I can never loofe a battle," 

As to your next quotation— I f muft own my (elf 
heartily diffatisfied with it — and am forry you do 
not think it has merit_I mean thofe lines on Prince 
William, and the fimile that clofcs that paiTage. 

You fay — and fo Mars was at Bettingen ? pray, 1 
where would you have the god of war at that junc- 
ture — at the opera? You fay he was once wounded 
himfelf, and as old Homer relates, went blubbering 
to Heaven to tell his papa—pray, was not that a 
flrange abfnrdity? Ihould not the young god of 
war have been well flogg'd, for fo cowardly a fcttkig 
out ? — or tlie poet ? 

But what am I faying ? how great my preemp- 
tion ! when I confider into whofe hands this is 
going— this may be conftrued into blafphemy ; to 
find fault with an author, even you couM not make 
me underftand — and leaft that fhould be the cafe 
with this defence, it will be fafer to conclude. 

But, to pleafc me, you fhall own, that many 
worfe poems have been offered to the public ; that 
the laft fimile (though, perhaps, not ftriftly appli- 
cable) 
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cable) is good writing— and as the author haj 
told you in the preface, that it is the maidenhead 
of his mule, and approved by mi, I beg you to be-r 
lieve, that his future offspring will do credit to the 
poet, and the patrons-Do this for the fake of your 
rwn pupil, and obliged 

Humble fervant, &c, 



LETTER XXXIV f 

To Lord Vifcount Gaqb. 
My Lord, 



i 



Humbly thank your lordlhip for conducing 
me thus far on my long journey $ but I fear the 
worft of the way is to come — and without your 
friendly hand to fupport me, 1 fhall never arrive at 
the wifh'd-for end. The firft time your lordlhip 
has a retired interview with his Royal Highnefs, will, 
I prefume, determine my fate — if the Prince Ihou'd 
forget to mention the affair (as nothing j$ more 
likely than that little things fhould flip the memory 
of princes) I hope to have the peculiar happinels 
of being remembered by your lordlhip. 

In order to this, it may be proper for my brother 
Perrin to write to your lordlhip, to requeft your 

procuring 
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procuring him an aufwer to his letter, which he 
wrote to the Prince, in my favour, a week ago. I 
was introduced by Lord Albemarle, to deliver my 
Birth-day ode to his Royal Highnefs— but I had no 
opportunity of prefenting the enclofed to the Prin- 
cefsof Wales yefterday , the croud was fo great 5 if 
your lordlhip can yet prefent it, without impro-, 
priety, I fhould be greatly obliged— becaufe fome 
timks, fuch little things are of confequence — it may 
meet his Royal Higbnefs 9 $ eye, which, perhaps, that 
given to him, in the circle, never did. 

I live in hopes that fome fortunate occurrence 
will offer on my fide, which may give me an op- 
portunity of proviqg my gratitude to your lordlhip, 
for the many obligations conferM on. 

My Lord* 
Your moft devoted faithful fervant. 



LETTER XXXV. 

To Mr. Cary, Surgeon, in Pall-Mall; 
My dear Cary, 



1 



-WAS at Drury-Lane theatre laft night, to ftc 
the new vamped comedy, called The JJtrologer, or 

the 
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the Pretended Transformation, as you.defired me — I 
am really foxry I can't congratulate you upon your 
friend's fuccefs, becaufe you fay he is a man of 
merit * but furcly both be % and the Caryj apd 
Whiteheads, his. judges, are greatly miftaken, to 
think an old comedy, on fo bad a fubjeft, could 
be an entertainment for this refined age, fince 
Wycherly % Congreve, Vanbrugh^ Farqubar 9 &c. made 
comedy-writing quite another thing. 

I am of ppinion, with the reft of the town, that 
the very title is frightful— The AJirologer was bad 
enough — but why the Pretended Transformation ? 
h tjiere fuch a thing as a real one y ' but friendfhip 
is. apt to make a man partial. You know I (hew'd 
you the begining of a farce on this very fubjeft, 
being allured it-was only fit for farce — and I will 
venture a wager, that the old comedy (the Cheats) 
I was. about to take it from, has more wit, and 
true humour, than the Aftrologer. I was pleafcd 
with feveral very pretty lines in the prologue. 

I ajn, dear Sir, 

Yours, &c. 



Ralph. 
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L E T T E R XXXVI. 

To Copley Cibbir, Efq. at Bath, 
Dear Sir, 

A TAKE the papers, that wait on you with this, 
to be no lefs then hightreafon againft our fovereign 
lord, the poetical king of Great Britain, * and there- 
fare you will not wonder at my ufing the necedary 
precaution on my fide. The author of the enclofed 
poem (who has artfully worked himfelf into my 
favour) is defirousof having your approbation, or 
rather your affiftance, in his work •, and fince he has 
proved himfelf fo hearty a volunteer in your fer- 
vice, I think he has no fmall claim ; as the time 
'for publication is* near expiring, he therefore tlc- 
r fxrtsthe*moft fpeedyreturn you can poffibly make. 

Yours, 

Moft obediently. 



• This poem was a pleafant fatirc on Mr. Foft for his fevtritiei 
*A Ciiier. 
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LETTER XXXVIL 

.. To the fame* 
Dear Sir, 

X AM prevailed on, by the young bard, to give 
you, and myfelf, this further trouble, by acquaint- 
ing you, that while his poem was travelling to* 
and from Bath, he has ftruck* a bargain with Of- 
borne t\it bookfeller, and that his argument for the 
publication was too prevailing to be withftood — I 
lave to add, a little to alleviate your humane ob- 
jection * — that Mr. Pope wa* feen in London, on 
Saturday laft, in Mr. Cbefelden-% chariot, and though 

* * It may be here proper to acquaint the reader, that fbme 
little time before this, a new edition of the Dunciad appeared, 
in which Mr. Pope thought proper to eraze the name of 7beo~ 
bald, his firft king Log, and honour Mr Cibber with that title, 
who had long borne his fatirical ftrokes, whilft a performer. 
but having at this period quitted the ftage, and retired with the 
haureatjbip and comfortable annuities, he determined to make 
reprifals on his old inveterate enemy — and by two or three Spi- 
rited, witty letters, which were printed and approved, he got 
the laugh on his fide, and mortified his antagonift to that degree, 
(having been long in a declining Hate) that it was the general 
opinion, would haften his end. This was the humane reafon, 
afligned by Mr. Cibber, for endeavouring to furprefs this poem. 

in 
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irt a bad date of health, it is the general opinion, 
he will outlive th$ fummer. 

As this is the true cafe, I am apt to believe the 
prefs is preparing, and that war will be proclaimed 
at the Royal Exchange and other public places, in 
a few days* I£ therefore you made any ufcful re- . 
marks, or have any hint to give, that will be fer- 
viceable to the author, be fpeedy, leaft it fhould 
arrive too late. Let me hear of your eftablifhed 
health, which will give certain pleafure to 

Your faithful friend, 

And fervant. 



LETTER XXXVIII. 

To Mr. Garrick. 

March 7, 1744. 
Dear Sir, 

lHEAR you are to be the Othello to-morrow 
night. My mind is fo full, fo much poffefled of 
that cfeara&er, that I muft fee you at all events. 

I have the higheft opinion imaginable of your 
abilities to dojuftice to that mafterpiece of Shake- 

fp«ar* 
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fpctr; and yet, perhaps (in Ijugtt of your geftius 
and clofe application) there may be room for a 
friendly remark that may be ufefuL 

.ThistemiiKisime of one, I srale in your HAnikh 
vAiichiI-*i(h;I:may f&somber *o give yQg,;|>sfi*re 
youjf>kyit^ain. x 

It is knpoffibje for any n^nto give anotjher.a 
greater proof of an opinipn^f his[good underftajad- 
ing, than by taking this dangerous liberty — Foo,ls 
are always pofiefifed of an happy felf-fufliciency, 
as thb man of fenfe is apt to be too diffident. 

• • ♦ 

I have been confi 
a pain in my back, 
from fitting fo long 
one of your auditors 
will come to the pla 
will leave word to h; 
room. 
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LETTER XXXVIIL 
To the fame. 

March i4, w 1744. 
Dear Sir, 

O U are pleafed eafneftly to defire my fern:!? 
meats of you, in the chara&er of Othello — they 
wait on yt>u in the following friendly drefs. 

My clofeft attention was never more commanded 
than by you laft night in Othello. In the memoirs 
of the late Mr. Booth — in his theatrical charafter, 
Othello is mentioned — and at the clofc of it, I was 
cnthufiaft enough to prophefy — but laft night you 
was very near making a convert of the prophet 
himfclf. 

I own I was ffioft: inclined to fear for you in 
your addrefs to the fenate ; but there, even there, 
you excelled your prefent rival, * whofe merit lies 
(Chiefly in declamation. 

# Mr. Quin. 

Yoi. I. H I found 
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I found you had very judicioufly applied yottf 
ftudy to all the great and ftriking pafiages in the 
charaftcr— the trance had 4 fine efltft, yplir man- 
ner of falling into it, and recovery from it, was 
amazingly beautiful. 

After thus happily conquering the difficulties, 
and failing fcfely by thofe rocks on which fo many 
have been call away, it would be ridiculous to 
make the leaft doubt of your ability to aft this 
charafter in the utmoft perfe&ion* But to arrive 
at that point, there are fame things to be done. I 
thought your paufes, in general, not long enough, 
particularly .in that famous foliloquy— > 

Li. €C This fellow's of exceeding lionefty*- 

I think you lhou'd look longer after him before 
you fpeak, and in the three places in that fpeech f 
if the paufes are not a little longer than you made 
them, the tranfitions appear too fudden •, but your 
greatcft and moll apparent negleft was in that fetne 
in the fourth aft with Emelid> when Defdcmcna en- 
ters to you, and (taking her hand) you fay— - 

« Let me fee your eyetf— » 

it is evident the words that follow—* 

5 C Look ia my face'V* 

are 



Digitized by 



Google 



ORIGINAL LETTERS; 99 

■r fpokc in anger ; OtbeUo^ at that inftant, obferv- 
- , the attentive eye of Erne It a upon him, quits h» 
wife with thefe words — 



" Some of your fun6Uoni miftrefe, &c;" 

and pufhes her out of the rQom— you will eafily ob- 
ferve this imuft not be fpoken in anger, but in a 
.pcevifh, {mothered contemptuous tone — and exa&ly 
the fame when he calls her in and throws the mo- 
ney at her; this you did laft night not only in a 
wrong tone of voice, but in too much hurry* 

To fix this upon your mind a little clofcr, give 
me leave to obferve ,that you commit the fame fault 
in your Hamlet (a part 1 in which you excel all 
within my memory) in the fecne with Rofencrafs 
and Gildatftmi, where they attempt to difcover the 
true caufe of your diforder — after Hamlet has ridi- 
culed their attempt, by the ftops on the flute, he, 
lays — 

c< S'death ! do you think I am eafier to beplay'd on 
" than a*pipe ?"~ 

This demands the fame tone of contempt, which 
you fpoke in a loud tone of anger, by which the 
fenfc is quite miftaken, and the dignity of the cha- 
racter loft. 
• < H 2 Thoft 
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Thofe gentlemen, who are in theintereft of your 
rival (for by this chara&er and King John, the con- 
tention for fame is confirmed) fay, that by yout 
geftures, you make comedy of that famous fcene; 
between King John and Hubert •, and why is this ? 
the reafon is obvious ; your rival fhews in his looks 
and aftions, all he feels •, which being little, he ex- 
prefles little r you, who have a quick conception, 
aided by a large quantity of fpirks, are perhaps, 
too apt to rim into the contrary extreme. I muft 
confefs, for my own part, I could wilh, in many 
places in Othello, your geftures were lefs violent, 
becaufe in all parts of diftrefs, there is an extreme, 
point, and there the utmoft emotion would appear 
naturally beautiful. 

As you have the happinefs of a moft expre&v* 
countenance, you may fafely truft more to that ; 
which, with your proper and pathetic manner of 
{peaking, would charm more fuccefsfully, if thole 
violent, and feeming artful emotions of body wepc 
a little abated* 

You fee, Sir, I have delivered my fentiment* 
with the freedom of a real friend— I dare fubmit 
them to the cenfure of the noble lord * I found 



• The Earl of Rochford, 
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with you in your drefling room laft night— and 
will even give you his agreeable; avow'd partiality 
into the bargain, becaufe, I have a high opinion of 
his lordJhip's judgment, and regard to truth — but, 
whatever may be the fate of this adventure, pray 
believe that in the wide circle of your friends, you 
have not a greater admirer, nor a moic fincere well 
wjfher, than, 

Pear Sir, 

YourTaithful friend, , 
And Servant 



LETTER XXXIX 

To the Author of the Daily Adrertifcn 

*745- 

SIR, 

J\^ S your ufeful paper has a general tendency 
to the welfare of your country, I hope you will 
think the following remarks not a little applicable 
to your main defign, as they contain the true pic* 
$ure of modern pratriotifm. 

W« all plainly. fee, by what intereft the author of 
tke new tragedy ofTancrtdand Sigifm*qda was fup- 

ported 
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ported — a very remarkable new lord of the trea* 
fury was proud of appearing its foftcr-father at all 
the rehearfals — and the firft night of performance be 9 
and his friends § in the box with him (both very lately 
moft flaming patriots) were -feen clapping their 
hand* violently at the following remarkable fpeeches. 

- <c With what impartial care 



« Ought we to watch o'er prejudice and paffion, 
" Nor truft too much thzjawidic'd eye of party, 
" Henceforth its vain delufions J renounce, 
• c Its hot determinations"-- 

Again — 



/ 



c< Firft of you all 
€c 1 heir fenWnce fliofe errors and divisions, 

" That h*re fo long difturb'd oyr peace, and feem'd 

" Fomfertting fliM to T threaten hew commotions— 

cc By * time inftrufled, let us not difdain 

<c To quit miftakes"— 

And as this has been the doftrine of late in an- 
other public afi&rfbly, pray let us enquire a little 
iritoi the merit df ifrHDid ntft borfi thde gentlemen 
i& quite counter to this Very do&rlrie when th£y 
acquired the amiable and diftinguifh'd chaiaffef of 



§ Mr. LytteHon a ; nd Mr. Pitt. 

* It fhould be read thus, by plact inftru&ed. 

Patri- 
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Patriots ? were nut the unanfwerable reafbns 
they gave for their vigorous oppofition*-*-" That 
* f fuch encroachments were made on the liberties 
" of the people, by a late overgown, obnoxious tnU 
" nifar y that to oppofe him in almoft all his mea# 
** Aires, was virtue. " Did not a late celebrated 
duchefs* leave a very great legacy to one of thefe 
patriots for his boneft oppofition* Well, Sir, thi* 
unwearied oppofition was, at laft, crown'd with fac- 
cefs ; and moll of the patriots are in the adminiftra- 
tidn of affairs — and now follows the material quet 
tion, tiz. What has betn done fir the peopkt has 

*NY ONE QRIEVAHCE BttH KEDREKSBp ? 

I am afraid it would be no difficult talk, to 
prove, that our grievances have been made the'fub* 
je& of ridicule* even By fome of the dependants on 
thefe very heroes 

But their turns are ferved— they are in good 
places, and therefore all oppofition is to ceafe, or to 
be conftrued into party, and treated as criminal* but 
I beg you will let thofe gentleman know, that op- 
pofition can only ceafe by their ftrift adherence to 
{heir former principles, and uniform, fteady perfor- 



# Sazah Duchefs of Marlborough* left ten thoufand pounds to 
Mr. Pitt, and thus exprefled in her will—for his fteady oppofi- 
Ifon in parliament 

H 4 mance 
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mance of their duty. That they are fet on ft 
higher precipice than their predecefifbrs, and con- 
fequently their fall will be the greater, when it . 
ihall fully, appear, that they have abufed an injured , 
people-— fo much for the political part of this fa- 
ir»ous tragedy. I am induced to add a word or two 
more, relating to it in the poetical way— I am in- 
formed three hundred lines were cut out the morn- 
ing after the firft performance ; and I will ven- 
-ture to fay, if they had doubled that number-rthey 
had done a plcafnre to the auditor and reader, and 
sl fertfice to the author. I cQuld not avoid writing 
the following lines, at my rqtyr-n home, from the 
firft night of this tragedy — 

.,..?.*"''" ■ f 

Tbomfon^ thy roufe, of late, unus'd to flng, , 
Hath quaff 'd large goblets furc from Lethis fpring,* 
Sublimely dull thy tuneful notes prevail, 
Lull'd with the flat, unanimatedtale, 
We %h'd, we nodded — ay, feme fnor'd aloud, 
v But claps, fttbbom'd, awak'd the flecpy croud ;. 
i What, tho* unikiird in Shah/pear's cruel art, 

,-■ To force the ftubborn tear, and wring the hearty 
What tho' thy tedious fcenes are void of fire, 
They'll do, if Pitt and Littelton admire ! 
They lead "the fafhion — fafhion governs all, 
Attends their nod, or waits on * RuffiPs call, 

* R'iffel, a genius of the prefent age, in high efceem with 
fbme perfons of great quality, who, bya!argefubfcription>*Ow 
entertains them with a filly puppet- fhow, at the Little Theatra 
In the Haymarket. 
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LETTER XL. 

To Sir William Wolseley, Baronet, at 
Wolfeley-Hall. 

July, 1745. 
Dear Sir, 

J\, S the hopes of feeing Wolfeley this fummer 
are all vaniihed from me, I can no longer refrain 
writing, fiftce it is the only way left of being re- 
membered there. 

I can very eafily imagine your houfe, and one m 
your neighbourhood, to be the regions of blifs. As 
a proof, that I have not much of the devil in me, I 
can feel gladnefs at heart, . to fee* or hear, that my 
friends are in the pofieffion of all earthly happinefs 5 
t>ut as you, Sir, have known a contrary fituation, 
and fortune, at your entrance into manhood (wifely 
ordain'd by providence to give you a right relifh 
of the good things in ftorc) permit me juft to re- 
mind you of thofe unjoyous days, by a very fliort 
recital of my own, which Ikall be (as all difagrec- 
*ble fubje&s ought) as ftiort as poffible. 

Mr. Dubourg has been a month in London, and 
when difengaged from his Royal Highnefs, is very 

.. much 
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much here ; he has at laft convinced me, that it ia 
much eafier to get a provifion in Dublin than Lon- 
don ; and that a Lord Lieutenant has a more exten- 
five power of providing for people, than a Prince 
of Wa^«. 

I am, at prefent, flattered with the hopes of a 
place in hisRoyal Higbnefs'% family, when a proper 
vacancy happens, or with Prince George when a 
littlc.olcjer-, but thefe affair* are not only tedious 
but precarious. I woutd induftrioitfly ' employ 
every fair occafion to a more immediate provifion; 
if it fails, I am not to blame — and, for my part,' 
I care not on what land fate throws me, fo it is but 
aq hospitable tvne, and L have a claim for a decent 
maintenance there. 

The JSarl of Cbefterfitld "is the appointed monarch 
ox irefand\ arid, if I rfriftake not, his brother the 
lionotirabte -Jcbn' Sfanbepe, is now wfth you at 
^ol'Ietey-Hall j a lettet from him, and one from 
rtiy friend the laureat Gibber ',, will certainly gain me 
a favourable reception at the caftle. 

I h«r of another inducement to a trip to Dub- 
lin tin* next winter, and that is the very great like* 
ly hood of our friend Mr. Garrick's performance at 
their theatre royal, in preference to any one in 
London-, therefore be fo good to engage your 
honourable vifuor in the fervice *f your 

Devoted fervant. 
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LETT E R: XLL , 

To Mr. Woop, at St.; -JMhafts./ ... . 
Pail-Mall, Auguft 20, 1745. 
: My dear, venerable, worthy frieod,< . 

X^IAVE made many attempts to write, and 
fome to make you a vifit •, but one, like me, en- 
vclop'd by difficulties, muft acknowledge his de- 
pendancy, and patiently wait the happy hour of 
his redemptipn. 

That 'day, my friend, thank Heaven ! is at hand; 
the approaching day long fincc> celebrated for the 
birth of Chrift, is to be the burying day of all my 
fet of pllgues j with What joy (hall I build the fu- 
neral pile !~but the wife fay, that a new fet will 
arife out of their allies •, it may be fo, but there 
'jire degrees of plagues, and I know the prefent arc 
of the ififft magnitude. 

; Mjr wife itmftd* me of a chtumftaftce that had 
*Bipt my ihemory*-^ very fine iieck of venifon was 
left ftete, m Saturday night laft, without a letter 
or meifege, and you are violently fufpefled of w- 
ing the donor— why there is really fomethiftg vfty 

fubftan- 
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fubftantial in this kind of correfpondence. A cer- 
tain lady here fays, there is really a great deal qf 
wit in it, and would be very glad to fee another 
joke come in the fhape of a hare, but this won't 
do for me — I muft read as well as eat j fend m« 
food for the mind as well as body. 

Mrs. W— has deferr'd hervifit into the coun* 
try — flie has fo many nothings to do ; but what is 
more wavering than a fine lady's defigns? a ca- 
pricious temper is hateful in men\ but every thing 
is either amiable > or excufeabk in woman* 



LETTER XLII, 

i 
To Mr. Gable i ck, at Litpfafield. 

London September 14, 174$ 



Dear Sir, 



1 



AM afraid the contents of this packet, will 
give you almoft as much concern as they did me. I 
was fhock'd with the light of the enclofed news pa- 

r per on Saturday laft. I never heard of a London 
Courant 'till that day, and the fubjedt this paper 
opens with is my Utter toyou> on your performance of 

^Otbello, not only alter'd, but printed from- a vile 

„iafcorre& copy. 

'■;.,: . At 
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At my return home, I found a young lawyer 
come to dine' with me, whom I employ 'd' after 
dinner to go to the publifher, (one Hinton, in St.' 
Paul's Church-yard) with a letter; a copy of 
Which, with an account from my friend of what 
pafled at that interview, I have enclofed. 

The printer (you find) fays, he received the copy 
by the penny poft, from an unknown hand 5 if he 
did, I think he would have produced it to my 
friend, and not difoblige me by concealing a per- 
fon, who took care not to put it in their power to 
betray him ; it is therefore obvious the conveyance 
is from a friend, and the publication at this junc- 
ture is to ferve fome purpofe. 

For my own part, I can with the greateft truth 
declare, that my rough letter was written (as ufual) 
in a large wafte folio* bound up for that purppfe^ 
and no fair copy taken thence, but for you* It 
will therefore depend on the care you took of the 
original letter, whether you parted with it out of 
your hands, and to whom ? 

Pray write to me foon on this difagree^ble fub- 
je£t. I can only add, that I am ready to profecH$e % 
purfue, &c. being defirous to procure you all man- 
ner of fatisfa&ien poffible for this rude injury* 

I hope 
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I hope you continue in health, and in the lull 
enjoyment of this pleafent fealon. They open Druiyv 
Lane theatre, on Thuriday next, and the Satuiv 
day following you will emainly be wanoed then?.: 
I heard you difagwd a* the U& treaty, but yw 
know a fuse method of ftawjwg *he» inspj^r 
terms. 

Pray believe me w be (as thcfc moft imperti- 
nent people ha»ve now publicly declar'd me) 

Dear Sir, 

Your well wilher, and moft 

Humble fcrvant. 



LETTER XLIII. 

To the Author of the Daily Advertiser. 

(Mt$t the battle of JPrefton-Pans, where the En- 
glifh forces were defeated by the rebels.) 

• October i, 1745. 
SIR, 

i HE propofals in your paper on Monday laft, 
for a meeting of the gentlemen and principal inha- 
bitants of the city and liberty of Weftminfter, arc 
' founded on reafon and loyalty, and will, I doubt 

not, 
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he*, Hftet with uimrerfkl appf obatbn'. '1 heartily' 
agree with ail n^cffary 'afofiatiohs for ' this fpecdy 
pfote&fef^of out liberties, *nd the Soveriegnoii 
the throne, I find in the feme paper, a motion hi 
the city of London, to the fame purpofc, fojr {he 
inhabitants there , to hire two thoufand regular 
troops, to be paid by the city, Thefe two propq- 
fals, look ltke putting ourfelves in a real pofture of 
defence, and not to fervc our enemies, and delude . 
ourfelves, by the lead dependance on adifabled* 
belpkfs Militia. 

Sir, though I am far from thinking this a proper 
time for complaint, yet, as our defence requires it, 
I.muft fay, I am amazed to find a militia ordered 
out to march, by a power who has done every thing 
defigntdty for many years to render that mifyw ridi- 
culous ! As regular troops were found neceflary 
to be kept in this kingdom,.even in the time of 
jpeace, and as the reafon for fo doing is now too ob- 
vious, why fhould the inhabitants be loaded with 
the expence of both ? Since they* thought proper 
to render their militia contemptible by giving c?m~ 
miffions to the loweft and meaneft of the people. 
Can »the houfekeepers of any divifion, iubmk to 
march under the command of men* whom, at other 
times, they would be aihamed so converfe with ? 
Sir, as this is generally allowed to be the time to 
fpeak out,- I have therefore been thus .plain, and 

dare 
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dare fubmit the truth of this, to the noble fir/am * 
whoprcfides in this county,, having the higheft opi- 
nion imaginable of his Candour, which can be ex- 
ceeded by nothing but his loyalty to his fovericgn. 

I therefore beg leave thus publicly to declare my 
fincere approbation of the propofals abovemen- 
tion'd, and defire a place pf meeting on that occa>- 
fion, may dire&ly be advertifed in your paper. 

I am, Sir, 
Yours, &c. 

Letter xliv. 

Oftober 8, 1745. 

& The rebels, at this time, being 'in the poffeffion 
of Edinburgh, the gentlemen of Weftminfter 
began the firft aflbciation, at the Thatch'd-houfe 
tavern, Lord PerciVal in the chair ; and the 
author of thefe letters, was the tenth name on 
the lift. 

To Lord Percival. 
My Lord, 

j7j[ Avinc your Lordfhip's pcrmiffion for this 
freedom, all apologies are needlefs. I expe&ed 
that we fliould have public notice for another gc- 



• The Duke of Ncwcaffle. 

neral 
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neral meeting, to take the drefs, and fome other 
particulars under confideration ; but as it might 
have introduced a diverfity of opinions, this arbi- 
trary way of proceeding may have its conveniences. 

As to the uniform, I am humbly of opinion, it. 
ought to be as frugal as poffible, as every man fn 
the regiment muft find his own drefs, arrps and ac- 
coutrements. A blue coat therefore, and blue line- 
ing -, for as the bulk will have a turn to frugality, 
the red will be ufelefs to them that furvive the 
trade of a foldier — I think the coat ftiould be dou- 
ble breafted, as being more proper for a winter ha- 
bit, and the better to hide the waiftcoat, which 
every man will not make of buff cloth. 

I fhould alfo have humbly moved, that the of- 
ficers may be in the fame drefs, only diftinguifh'd 
by their fajh and croftet^ this would not only pre- 
vent emulation among them, but preferve a more 
fafe and fatisfadtory union among the whole body 
of loyal brethren. 

Your lordfhip muft remember what our brave 
Harry the Fifth faid to his few remaining troops, 
juft before the ever-memorable battle of Agincourt % 
where eight thoufand were furrouhded by thirty 
thoufand vain glorious Frenchmen, 

Vol. I.' '' I : «W§ 
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44 Wc few— wc happy few— ?re band of brothers ! 
44 For he th^t flieds his blood with me to day, 
44 Shall be my brother^ be he ne'er fo mean V 9 

And now, my Lord, I have mentioned the officer^ 
I take it for granted that the men of fortune will 
have the command, but no lower than jpaptains * 
and lieutenants, &c. muft be taken from the lift ot 
thofe who are not diftinguiftied by fortune ; if fo, I 
fliaU hope to have the honour to be remembered by 
your lordfbip for a lieutenancy. As having been 
in bufinefs might be an objection to the rank of 
^entletnep in commiflion, I have the pleafure bf 
telling your Jordfhip, that I gave it up three weeks 
ago, * and that the remaining ftock is to be fold off 
before the 18th of December next, when my houfe 
will be reftored tp its firft form, though it will re- 
main mine thefe three years. As I was not bred 
to bufinefs, this refignation is no fmall pleafure to 
me; but leaft your lordfhip Ihould think my 
vanity more concerned in. the requeft I have made, 
than it really is, I have a reafon to offer, which, I 
hope, will wipe off even the imputation of fo filly 
a foible, yrhich is this — to have the honour to be 
fo diftinguiftied would be conducive to my intereft, 
the particulars ate too long to trouble your lord- 
fhip with in this letter, I ^ill therefore only ob~ 



s ? IriXh linen warfhoufe* in Pall- Mall. 

fcnre 
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ieryc that I am in hopes of an appointment in his 
Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales's family, 
and that fuch a diftinftion will npt fail to do nie 
fervice at this important junfture. 

Your lordihip will therefore pardon me for pref- 
fing this requeff with fome warmth, fince I am con- 
vinced the favour is in your power to procure, 
which (hall be at all times gratefully acknowledged 
by your lbrdfhip's 

Obedient fervant. 



L E T T E R XLV. 

Td^Mr. Warrick, at Litchfield. 

Sr Odober io t 1745. 

Dear Sir, 

j[ OUR ipoft Qbliging letter of the 24th of laft 
mqnfh spyJdflQt Jtfvc yraited thus long for a due 
#c^o\yl?dj^ept, if I.had not been interrupted, by 
tryiqg ewry#*,w;ith the pointer, but in vain. . v 

Sir Wiliiam Wolfeley, in his letter of yefterday; 
tells me, he believes you will be foon in London 5 
I muft therefore r^fer i^e.difeoyery ;of this ftpange 
accident to your peculiar addrefs, in which I JfhaU 
be glad to give yoju.^ny affiftance. 

I 2 I am 
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I am forry to hear from you, and others, that 
your appearance on the ftage this winter, is a mat- 
ter of doubt 5 I have Fome rcafon for believing, that 
our two theatres are under one influence, arid in one 
intereft ; from thence muft arifc oppreffion on the 
a&ors, and impqfition on the public. If it is fo, and 
you and Mrs. Cibber, do not agree with them, I 
dare fay the managers will continue to aft alter* 
nately, by which they muft fecure a gainful audi- 
ence in this populous place, and the poor players 
muft ftarve feven days, on three days pay, 

I hope you will not think me ill natured, when I 
declare theplcafureyou gave me, by reading your 
critical remarks on nfiy laft obfervatipns • becaufe 
they have given me an advantage, which I did not 
expeft from fo mafterly an antagonift. 

When Hamlet is fopl'd to the top of his bent, 1 
grant you that he is fretted, and confequently 

^ pevijhbut not angry— that he hdlds both the attempt 
and the meffengers * very cheap, is evident, from 
the manner with which he treats them, by fending 
for the flute, which he calls the Recorder—and when 

* he throws it away, he fays, 

c < They fool me to the top of my bent." 

# Rofencr afs and Gildenftcrzu 

Now 
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Now, Sir, if they had fool'd him beyond his bent, I 
ihould then expeft him to be angry indeed ; but 
even to grant you your own word, indignation — pray, 
Sir, let us anatomize^ the ^ord indignation, I be- 
lieve we fhall fipd it compofedof anger * overpower'd 
by contempt ; and I can't help thinking but the 
following words of Othello to Emelia— • 

" Here, you mtflrefi, you ! that 

*' Hpld the office oppofite St. Peter, and 

#< Keep the gates of hell— we have. 

*' Done our courfe-r-there's money for you"-*- 

fliould be fpoken in the fame contemptuous tone, 
.a warm refentment, fmother'd with contempt, for the 
objeft to whom you are (peaking. , 

What you fay relating to emotion in Othello, at 
the winding up the paffion to a ftatue of horror 
and defpair, is. beautiful, and ftridtly true; that 
was the point I mentioned in every well-wrote part " 
of diftrefs; but the error lies in being too early, or 
too frequent, in that violence of emotion. 

If I have not miftaken my man, I take it for 
granted, that you will accept thefe fort of freedoms, 
as the bell compliment I can pay .to your, under- 
Handing — 



Give me the humble wifeman, full of doubts, 
And charitable thoughts ; or let me live alone, 



Save 
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Save a fwect female, whofe province is not 
Learning, but a fweetfimplicity 
. Of manners— 

Our news papers, I prefume, fupply you with 
politics j laffc week the Prufliahs had beat Prince 
Charles — yefterday he had quite diftroyed the 
Pruflians, and this day it is contradicted again -, (b* 
in the end, I fuppofe it will be a drawn battle. 

The ftage (at both houfes) is the moft pious y as 
as well as moil loyal place, in the three kingdoms. . 
Twenty men appear at the end of every play, and 
one ftepping forward from tte tt% with uplifted 
hands and eyes, begins Tinging, to in old anthem 
tune, the following words — 

« O Lord our God arife, 
u Confound the enemies 
« Of tjeorge our King j 
€ * Send him victorious, 
M Happy and glorious, 
♦< Long to reign over us, 
" God fave the King. 

Which are the very words, and mufic, of an old an* 
them, that Was fung at St, James's chapel for King 
James the fecond, when the Prince of Orange was 
landed, to deliver ns from popery and flavery; 
which God Almighty, in his goodnels, was gratis 
oufly pleafed not to gran}. 

I am, dear Sir, 

Your obliged friend and fervant. 
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LETTER XLVI. 

To Mis. Woffincton, at the Theatre-Royal, in 
Prury-Lane. 

(To whom the copy of an Epilogue had been fent 
to be fpoken in the character of Britannia, at the 
time the King railed his ftandard on Hounflow- 
He&th, the rebels being in poffeffion of Edin- 
burgh.) 

Madam, 

X AM apprchenfive I {hall be deprived of the 
pleafare of being at the theatre this evening, I 
therefore beg leave to fend you my thoughts on a 
drefs for Britannia^ which you have calculated at 
(thirty pounds. 

If you meant that eftimate by way of obftacle, 
it was well judged, becaufe no manager, in his 
fenfes (unlcfs he was an author) would be at half 
that expence for the drefs of an Epilogue. 

But, Madam, as you are celebrated for plain- 
dealing, and as this is a fubje& too triffling for ar- 

I4 tifioi 
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tificc, I will venture to give you my opinion of a 
drefs, for that chara&er, on this flight occafion. 

A fmall pafteboard helmet, filvered, with a 
plume or feather, of what colour you pleafe, the 
hair long and flowing, a large full filk robe, either 
white or red, and a fpear for onehand, nothing in 
th« other, becaufe the fpeaker would appear un^ 
graceful to have both hands encumbered. ' 

You will not wonder, Madam, at my appearing 
thqs felicitous for your fpeaking thofe loyal lines, 
becaufe I am certain, from you, they will n<# fail of 
meeting with univerfal applaufe. 

I am, 
L Madam, &c. 



v L E T T E R XLVIL 

» 
To Mr. Wood, at St. Alban's. 

Dublin, December 23, 1746, 
Dear Sir, 

X S E N T you a^ery long letter out of Hereford- 
fhire, wjiere .1 ftopp'd with my wife for a month, 
on a vifit to a friend, in our way hither. I am forry 
I promifed to, write you the farft letter from Dub- 
lin 
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luVbecaufe it has kept me thus long from the plea- 
fure of hearing from you, and I have no one to 
blame but myfelf. That I have not wrote fooner, 
has been occafioned by a conftaat application to 
bufinefs, which demanded all my attention. 

A week after my arrival here, my friend Du- 
bourg introduced me to Mr. Sheridan, with whom 
Ihadjbuta flight acquaintance. . He gave me a 
reception equal to my warmeft wifhes-, from that 
hour the moft agreeable friendfhip has been gra- 
dually growing between ys. 

The theatres here have been for many years un- 
der the dire&ion of thirty-fix nobles and gentlemen, 
who call themfelves proprietors •, and they have 
been under the management of one artful man, who 
afted as their agent, and who, by his intrigues, go- 
vern'd all in the mofl bafe, as well as arbitrary 
manner. As the theatre here, muft have been fhut 
up this winter, if Mr. Sheridan had not offered him- 
felf as the enterprifing undertaker — He called a 
full board of the proprietors, and his firft motion 
was, to difplace their old agent, againft whom he 
had prepared feveral articles of impeachment, and 
the whole cdmpany of adlors, and others, by way of 
evidence to fupport them. You will conclude the 
proprietors very foon gave up their agent. 

Upon 
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Upon this Mr. Sheridan entered intd articltft 
with thetri for the two theatres, as they had beew 
united for fome yeaTS before ; and by tetter of at- 
torney, he has given me equal power with hirnfelf to 
direft in the bufinefs of the company, and to be 
treafurer. Thus", you will pbferve, I was at once 
placed in a moft defireable point of credit — and I 
had employment enough. This theatre was a moft 
uncultivated piece of ground, -full of the rapkeft 
Weeds. * Our firft ftep was to introduce a new table 
of laws, and to convince the aftors, that nothing 
but a due obfervance of them, could by degrees* 
raife them from that contempt, which they had 
hitherto fo juftly deferved, and met with. Well* 
Sif, not to trouble you with particulars, I have 
the pleafure of telling you, that our theatrical af- 
fairs go on in a very profperous manner, to the 
arrtazement of every one, who unanimoufly pro* 
notinced a contrary fate to be our doom this winter. 
We have got up the Romeo and Juliet of Shake- 
fpear, with new fcenes and decorations neceflary 
tb that play — for as we have but two good perfor- 
mers, Sheridan and Mifs Bellamy, it was proper to 
'cFnhfe fcch plays as could be fupported by two cha- 
ra£t£rs-^th*is is one, and it has met with extraor- 
dinary fviefcefs.* 

O how 

* The great fuccefs of Romeo and Juliet, at this junfture in 
Dublin, occaiioned an application from both theatres' in London, 

wAei* 
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how often hare I wifhM you here to did me 
with your fage, never- failing councils, for the bet- 
ter conduct of this new government. You and I 
could certainly reftore this, &r any theatre, tor the 
Athenian purity. Come, ho longer di&ate to boys, 
•—come, and teach Emperors how to rule imaginary 
worlds ! 

1 long very much after an account of the large 
acquaintance I left behind me. You are in the 
garden of news, therefore pray gather me a largfe 
nofegay — but that flower in it, that informs me of 
your health, will be the choifeft and moft grateful to 

Dear Sir, 
Your obliged affedtionate fervant* 



LETTER XLVIII. 

To Dottor Barry, in Dublin. 
S I R, 

H E very polite manner with which you have 
treated all my advances to your favour, renders all 
apologies needlefs. 

where it was revived the following winter, and performed {here 
twenty-five nights, at the fame time in both houfes ; which 
proved the ftrcngeft rivalihip ever known. The chara&ers were 
Garrkk and Bellamy at Drury-Lane, againft Barry and Cibbet 
at Covent-Garden. # 

Itak* 
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I take the liberty of laying before you, for your 
penifal, a tragedy, which I have had fome time by 
me, that has bten much read in England, and by 
moft fufficiently praifed, or greatly flattered ; but, 
as I am unlike moft of the authors of my acquain- 
tance, by being always under an incurable diffidence, 
I promifed myfelfjthc pleafure of laying the un- 
happy Altamira before you, that if the complaints, 
I fear, (he labours under, are not in any danger of 
proving fatal, (he may be reftored by you to her 
perfect health and vigour, and publicly thank her 
benefa&or. 

»Tq confefs the truth to you, as I have fome time 
fcad the paternal hope, that fhe would enjoy that 
happy lot, I can't defcribe the grief and mortifica- 
tion I felt at the firft news of the lofe of Mr. Barry 
from this theatre, as I had fixed on him for the 
character of Bdlario. 

I remember, in the fhort converfation I had with 
yoir in the box the other night, I mentioned my 
Jiaving received a letter from Mr. Cibber, by the 
laft packet, wherein Barry was mentioned ; I now 
think it proper to fend you that letter, which will 
only prove the fuccefs he has met with there, and 
at the fame time, tcftify my finccre opinion of him 



as 
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*s an aftor, which I fentjto London laft winter, at 
the particular requeft of the Laureat. 

I am, dear Sir, 

Your moll obliged obedient fervanfc 

LETTER XLIX. 

TO COLLEY ClBBER, Efq« 

Dublin, May, 1747- 
Dear Sir, 



A 



S to our correfpondencc, what a cjifagreeable 
fituation am I in ? to think myfelf forgot by you, 
wou'd be a fufficicnt mortification to my vanity 1 
and to be often remember'^, is to bring me before 
you as a criminal, under violent fufpicions of be- 
ing found guilty of a negle8> I am unwilling to for- 
give in others. 

.- *' ' .. 

Thus, I fear, ftands the account between us : 
But when I enter on my defence, I flatter myfelf 
(as moft culprits do) that I fliall be able to obtain 
an equitable acquittal; but in order to give the 
Court as little trouble as pofiible, I will plead guilty* 
well knowing I have a fafe refource at laft— an 
humble appeal to your mercy, will procure me a 
general pardon. 

And 
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And yet, good Sir, I have a defence to'majce— -I 
have been deprived of that kifure which is abfej- 
lutely ncceflary to write to you, by a riot at the 
theatre, which not only threaten'd the ruin of all 
perfons whole bread were depending there, but (for 
a long time) the lives and fortunes of many with- 
out doors, who were fo rafh to embark in the 
quarrel. 

I take it for granted, that you could not fail heap- 
ing of this theatrical commotion ; and perhaps have 
met with fome of our writings on that occafion, 
as the prefs was conftantly at work, during this 
war, which lafted almoft two months. 

At intervals I often amufed myfelf with your 
valuable hiftory of the ftage, during yoyr own tinae, 
and found your remarks verified by fafts before me; 
and ypt, from the earlicft account of theatrical hif- 
tory, down to the prcfent Laureat, amidft the many 
revolutions and commotions to be found there, I 
could not meet with a parallel to the cafe of Sheridan* 
which was no lefs than a violent difpute about the 
honour of an attor 5 but his caufe was a good one ! 
a defence of decency and the decorum of the ftage, 
in which he was early efpoufed by all perfons of ' 
worth and honour, and fupported by the laws of, 
;his country. 
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The begining was as follows-*- 

A very young gentleman, whofenaipe is K — r-^y 
went drunk to fhe pit (an indecency too frequent 
here) and very foonxlimb'd over the fpikes on the 
$age, and piade his way to the Green-room ; there 
he addreffed one of the a&reffes in fuch indecent 
terms as put them all to flight to their dreffing- 
rooms; he purfued one of them, but being repulfed 
?t the door, he made noife enough there — Mils 
Bellamy, whom he followed, was then wanted on 
the ftagft but could not come out for fear pf this 
dragon. Mr. Sheridan (who was performing the 
part of iEfop) went ro the door, and haying fervants 
and the guard with him, he ordered them to take 
that gentleman, and conduft him to the pit, from 
whence fye came ; when this herd arrived there, he 
took a bafket from one of the orange women, an£ 
when Sheridan came on, took the beft aim he could 
with the orapges and one of them taking place, the 
aftor addreffed the audience (which happened to be 
thin that night) for proteftion — as there were fome 
gentlemen in the pit who knew the rioter, they 
filenced him, but it was with great difficulty, and 
not 'till he had let looie feveral abufive names, fuch 
as fcoundrel, &c. Sheridan, who generally fpeaks 
wi,ch propriety, in return for the fcoundrel, faid be 
was'as good a gentleman as be was— Thefe words 
were the next- day altered thus— 2 am as good a gen- 
tleman 
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-tleman as any in the houfe. After the play, Mr. 
K — — found his way to Sheridan's drefling-room, 
and there called him the fame abufivc names, which 
of courfe, compelled him to give this gentleman two 
or three fmart blows, which were taken patiently, 
and by the help of another fallhood (that Sheridan's 

fervants held K while the other beat him) fo 

much animated the club of his companions, to 
whom he direftly went with his bloody nofe— 
That a fcoundrel player Jhould beat a gentleman /—a 
party was then formed, a powerful fightings Con- 
naught party \ and all perfons were threatened 
openly in every coffee-houfe, that dared to look as 
if they were inclined to take the part of Sheridan. 
His name being on the bills to perform Horatio a 
few days after ; that afternoon feveral letters, cards 
and meffages were fent to his houfe, not to leave it 
that evening, and to have it well guarded even 
thtre — he followed the advice, and when the aftor 
went on to apologize for Mr. Sheridan's not per- 
forming his part, and to give his reafon for it, that 

inftant about fifty of the party, with K- at their 

head, rofe in the pit, and climbing over upon the 
ftage, ran direftly to all the drcfling rooms, broke 
thofe open that were locked, then to the wardrobe, 
where they thruft their fwords into all the chefts of 
cloaths and prefles, by way of feeling if Sheridan 
was concealed there; after many fuch like vio- 
lences, a party went off to his houfe, but finding 

he 
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he had provided for their reception^ they thought 
proper to retire! 

This tranfa&ion Wa^ on a Thurfday night ', the 
next day was fpent in furious parties, and Violent 
threatnirigs in all public plaices. On the Saturday 
morning; a ktter appearied in Faulknefs Journal^ 
which I rtrote; unknown even to the manager. As 
that Journal is only taken in at a few obfcure Coffee- 
houfes in London, I herewith enclofe yoti a copy* 



SIRi 



To Mr. Faulkner. 

Dublin, January 25, 1746-74 



iLX^ S the chara&fer and coiidud of Mr. Sbtridan> 
are becoptc the univerfal topic, in all converfatiom 
in this metropolis, I am induced, by a late intimacy 
with him, to give the public, by your paper, a por* 
trait of this tfftor; 

He is the fon of the late reverend Doff or Sheridan, 
a gentleman that was well known in this kingdom* 
This, his foni was fent early in life, to Weftminfter 
Iphool; and when fitted for the univerfity, wai en* 
teredof this college, and clafs-felldw with moft 
of the young nobility and gentry- of Ireland, and 
took his degree there of batchelor of arts. Well 
Vox.. I. K then 
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the©, He wis bora and has had thfc education of X 

gentleman. Ay ! but, fays the herald, he degradsd 
himfelf when his hard fortune, as well as his An- 
gular *biliti$*, led him to the ftage. It may be fo 9 
though in my private thoughts, that opinion, the* 
general, is like nwny others that arc too eafily recti* 
yed Jay mankind, and built or afgife hypothefia* 
however* that I may not appear too fingular, it (ball 
begrnted. Well then, l?t w view him in this J^- 
gratfcd light, becaufe this furvey will bc# ferve mjt 

present purpofe. 

, ■» 

All the gentlemen I have hitherto met wfth, when 
degraded have been toft to virtue, and have fallen a 
facrifice to thofe pafiions and vices that ftrftdrew them 
from the path of honour ; but this young man (as a 
proof that hh fcvere ill fortune alone threw him into 
iiufi degraded light), TCip&aUi* in tut moral chafe&er 
ftnfiiilied* 

As the manager of the theatre (finee that has 
been his province) his ambition has been to culti- 
vate good mantft? aed decency \ and his labours 
and good exampte have hitherto beenjattended with 
• fijegefs, the a#ora live in univerfal harmony, and 
bay<? purfutd thfir buftnefs with the utmoft regu- 
larity*, they receive their Salaries duly \ tradefmetffe 
Mis are npw pug&ually paid* and the town (it is. 
i^wverf^Hy co&ftifed) has been better *nte*taincd 

■ *■• ■ this 
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thb *ku*r than was ever known, by fo thin a 
company of tolerable aftors ; to what tan this be 
o^ing, but to die good conduit and ability of the 
manager? • 

ja biaprofeffion, 1 may fey without flattery or 
partiality, that when we confider the variety of cha- 
racters he appears in, he is arrived at an amazing 
degree of perfection for his years, . 

. In private life, when his labours have bleft him 
widi fiiccefs, I have known him take more plea- 
fore in afflfting his relations and diftrefled friends, 
than the .fineft gentleman can pretend- to eajoy in 
confuming the bounties of fortune | but what avail 
thefe qualities ? thefe mufty* moral qualities;! He 
has offended* it feeins* fome gentlemen * and how ? 
why iip? dbeng his ctaiy at .manager of the theatre, 
he abet with an unexpected and violent infiilt from* 
a fingte pafon in^hepk (one whom he was obliged 
to orderirom behind the fcenefc, for htsjndecentbe* 
fcaykmr there) at * tiifle when he was receiving the 
apptaufe* of the audience in the charafte* of -ffifop; 
In tbisfopprife he was compelled to make an ad- 
datk to the people, and in that diforder of mind, it 
feems, he made ufe of one impropr word, that, to 
thefe nice gentlemen was exceptionable ; now, can 
any .tfang be more likely than to fuppofe, in thit 
lopfofion, ke forgot btwts a degraded mo* ? 

VLz Let 
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Let us fiippofe any one of this gentleman's advert 
faries furprifed into a neceffity of addrefling a pub- 
lic aflembly j how few are there out of a much 
larger body, that could fpeak, on fuch an occafion 
unexceptionably ? alas ! how few •, but all the men 
of fenfe and honour I was acquainted with, thought 
Mr. Sheridan's behaviour (though provoked) was 
decent and proper. 

However, it was by fome gentlemen, it feems, 
thought' other wife ; and one word was mifplac'd» 
and for that, what had like to have been his pu<> 
niihment ? why he was very near wanting all the 
furgeons in Dublin to drefs his wounds! O tern- 
pora ! O owes 1 

'. In London in the year 1722, a riot was com* 
ipktedat the theatre in Lincola's Inn Fields, by a 
let of profligate young men of quality, Which fhut 
up that playrhoufe for nine or ten days— but the 
legislature (by. the King's dirc&ion) entered (o 
warmly into the affair, that the rioters thought 
proper to make the fufferiog manager ample repa- 
ration , and his majefty ordered a guard to attend 
that theatre, from this accident, which Mr. Rich 
enjoys to this day. 

At the riot in Drury-Lane theatre, in 1745, his 
Majefty was plcafed to give the fame dire&ion -> and 

the 
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(he Lord Chief Juftice Lee declared from the bench, 
it was his opinion that a continual biffing was a ma- 
nifeft breach of the peace, as it was the beginning of a 
riot. x 

As the people of this fiction are under the fame 
gracious foverf igjn, and prote&ed by the fame laws ; 
and as our chief magiftrates are perfons of the 
higheft honour and integrity, now is the time to 
aflert your liberties, and prove yourfelves as free- 
born fubje&s, as our brethren of England. 

I am, Sin 

Thus was the firft blow druck, and the paper 
war opened. The tendency of this early letter, 
was to fet people right as to fa&s, and to give a 
favourable, though juft imprefllon of Mr. Sheridan 5 
and I dare affirm, that within the month, there 
were as many pamphlets publtfhed as would fill a 
large o&avo volume — but, at prefent, I dare fay 
you want to take off your fpeAacles, as much as I 
do to lay down my pen, and fo (without ceremony) 
adieu. 

Youre. 
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L E T T E R L. 

To David Garrick, Efq. one of the Patentees of 
the Theatre Royal, in Drufy*Lane. 

O&ober, 1747. 
Dear Sir, 

JL C A N but repent of the folly and feeming rude* 
nefs I was guilty of in my laft, unaccountably ab- 
furd tetter. Mr. Sheen brought over with him 
from London, a forry pamphlet, called Advice ta 
Mr. Garrick againfi bis commencing manager* which 
he feat me to read-rarid the fcandalous freedom* 
that author had taken with you, gave me fuch fe- 
vere compunction of heart, that I hated tnyfelf for 
falling into the fame trad with that forry authctr. 

But I reft allured (as the only comfort left me) 
that <HK" motives vm$ difierem, and that you are 
perfuaded it wad my nealj perfonal love for you* 
that led me fo haftily to commit that error. . 

That fuccefs muft attend all your endeavours I 
am well convinced of: You will do more than com- 
tnand, you will deserve it. I was only in pain for 
your health— I well knew that your confutation is 

not 
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fiot equal to the ftrength of your folicilu&e ; and 
from thence, fatal evils may arlfe, which I once 
more beg you to be guarded agairtft, and then, the 
*vent muft be happinefs, 

Mr. Woodward, fiftce he arrived here, has per- 
formed fire nights— A&rp'fo/, Sir Novelty, Brafs 
twice, and Clodio, and was very much liked in all; 
I think leaft in Sir Novelty — but his Flafb is beyond 
all things of the kind ever feen. 

I had no manner of acquaintance with him, and 
muft own he has greatly exceeded my expe&ation, 
Mr. Sheridan has not yet appeared this feafon, nor 
will 'till neirt month, agreeable to the tuftom of you 
great ones— but Woodward *md the new dancers 
bring decent houfes, fo, that, when our full ftrength 
comes forward, we have the profpeft (barring the 
Cannaught counts) of a good feafon. 

We Jhall be obliged to you, if in your next ktftr 
you will inform us, who are the perfons belonging 
to the royal family, that claim the liberty of your 
theatre — I mean, if any, and who, every play night ? 
We all know there are an appointed number, when 
the King, or any of the royal family goes to the 
houfe — The rcafon of this inquiry, is to form fome 
eppKo*ti<m to the Lord Lieutenant, to redrefs the 
jpfupportable grievance this theatre labours under* 
K4 yoij 
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you knpw it is an old cuftom here, for goVenv- 
ment to pay one, hundred pounds a year, for tl\e 
CJoverpor and his court — and as the theatre roy4 
is now under new management, a lift has been mad£ 
out (I fuppofe at the fecretary's office) of ninety- 
Vf?o perfons, who claim a free feat iji the theatre, 
♦very nighty if t^ey pleafe to demand it. 

I am, 

Dca* Suy &c, 



LETTER LI, 

.To Cqlley Cibbe*, Efcj. 

* Dear Sir, 

X HAD the pleafure of receiving your book** 
from the fair hands of Mifs Oldmixon, juft arrived 
from London, for which I thank you — but parti- 
cularly for the kind and fpeedy anfwer to my laft 
letter. 

I fhould have been earlier in my acknowledgments 
of thefe agreeable favours, if I had riot waited for 



• The life of Cicero juft publifhed in London, written by 
Mr. Cibber* 

fome 
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'fome entertaining accounts of that ftrange being 

Mrs. P* , whom ypu have of late fo much ferved 

and honoured by your frequent correfpondence— - 
but, alas ! a profit tut ed body muft be the habitation of 
a depraved and profiitutedtnindf Iwifh'dto have 
found her an exception tp this general rule— but 
fhe is taking fuch abandoned courfes here, as ren- 
ders all acquaintance with her impoflible— I will 
not trouble you with particulars, but think' it the 
duty of a friend to give you this notice, that you 
may regulate your behaviour to her— I know flic 
is pelting you with enfnaring letters, to extort an- 
fwers to fervc her own mean purpofes. 

I thank you for your theatrical hint— it is agree- 
able to my own opinion—" That induftry and a clofc 
t* application to bufinefs, was the only chance they 
Ci had, to raife them from the negleft and con- 
* tempt they had fo juftly defer ved*" To fay the 
truth, I efteem your bijtory of your own times, (in 
fuch a variety of theatrical fituations) as one of the 
moft valuable of my books •, and find myfelf under 
frequent occafions to confult you there. I make 
no doubt, but the furprifing fuccefs of this theatre 
has reached you in London. At the clofc of the 
laft feafon, an eftimate was made of the neceflary 
improvements, which amounted to three hundred 
pounds — when that was agreed to, I gave the clofeft 
attention to the artifts engaged. As you did not 

know 
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know this theatre before, the particulars will b* 
needlefs — but if you Jhould attend fome friend of 
yours, who may be appointed our future Lord 
Lieutenant, I will venture to fay the elegance of 
our theatre will deferve your commendation. 

The auxiliaries we got laft fromLondon (the A&w 
sbels dancers from the opera ; and Woodward the 
comedian and Harlequin) prove of eminent fervice* 
and the profits of this winter promife already to be 
greater than ever yet known in this kingdom. 

My friend George Faulkner has juft now re*, 
printed and publifhed Mr. Ricbardfotts novel of 
Clarissa in feven volumes — and this day in the 
journal he has printed an extraft of a letter from, 
the London news papers, in its praife, in which 
my old friend Doffor Toung*s name and yours, are 
inferted as admirers of that work-^-I have not yec 
read it, but I amprepoffeffed in its favour from fen- 
timents of it, which you often gave mfc in Lon- 
don, from your frequent perufal of the manufcript, 
long before it went to the prefs. 

• The prefent you made Mrs* P-— -« of your Ci- 
tare's, has proved a valuable one to her— I muft 
own fkc diipofedof them well, by fending thert* 
into the beft hands in this kingdom, but from 
thence arofe her advantage, for few rctum'd heir 

lefc 
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lefs than guineas, and fome, moidores-^This* book 
has increafed your reputation here as an author* 

I beg you will let me have a letter from you 
foon •, I will compound for a Ihort one, if it is but 
expeditious — I want to have fome tidings of my 
old acquaintance at Tom's €offee-boufe~pV2Lj make 
my affectionate refpefts to my old friend, the face- 
tious agreeable Captain Bodens—1 had fome hopes 
of feeing him here, in the train of the Earl of Har± 
ringtonj our new Lord Lieutenant, as I know his 
intimacy there, as well as with all the prime no- 
bility of the kingdom — I fhould think he might 
hate fomething worth his acceptance~-ay, and by 
fome of his excellent addrefs, touch a finecure on 
this eftablifhment — for it is whifpered here, that the 
prefent Viceroy accepted of this government for no 
other reafon than the following good natured one — 
to provide for bis friends. — And fince I have acci- 
dently fallen on this fubjeft, I can't quit it, injuf- 
tice to the noble lord, without informing you, that 
I went to the caftle on the King 's birth night— the 
ball was in the new room, built by Lord Cbefter- 
feidy and is allowed by far the moft magnificent ih 
the three kingdoms. After the dancing was over* 
the company retired to an apartment* to a cold fup- 
per, with all kinds of the beft wines .mod fweet- 
meats — but the whole apartment moft elegantly; 
difpofed, and ornamented vrith tranfparewt painu 

ings, 
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iitgs, through which, was caft a fhade like moon, 
light; flutes, and. other fort inftruments, playing 
all the while, but like the candles, unfecn. At 
each end of the building, through which we paffed, 
were placed fountains of lavender water, that dif- 
fufed a moft grateful odour through this fairy fcene, 
which furpafled every thing of the kind, in Spencer, 
as it proved not only a fine fcaft for the imagina- 
tion— -but after the dream for our fenfualities— -by 
the excellent fubftantials at the fideboards. 

I have now tired you, as well as myfelf. 

Yours moft obediently; 



LETTER LIL 

To the fame. 

Dublin, March, 1747 -& 
Dear Sir, 

\ OUR laft moft obliging letter lhould not 
have remained fo long unanfwered, if I had not 

waited the publication of Mrs. P 9 s Memoirs, 

which- anfwers the defcription you gave of it, and 
the expe&ation I had of the lady — it is agreeably 
fptinkled with irregular beauties, and written in 

that 
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that eafy ftile by which her writings are happily 
diftinguifhed. I could heartily wifli fhe had paid 
mare regard to tr*tb-±Sht has not only mifceprt- 
fented fads, but aflerted falflioods, which almoft 
every perfon in Dublin knows to be fo— nay, fht 
is fo determined to be fuppofed a woman ofvirtue* 
that flie has falfified the fad in which her hulband 
publickly difcovered her, with at lead a dozen 
perfons attending him ; moft of whom are now 
living here— I wondered at this the more, becaufe 
you told me you had warned her againft commit- 
ting th*t : folly — by doing this, fhe has greatly in* 
jured her fecond fubfeription, and the fale of her 
fecond volume — But now I mention her fecond vo- 
lume — pray can you guefs of what it will be com- 
piled ?— the remarkable part of her life, feems to 
me to be clofed. I am not a little afraid that this 
fecond part (if it appears) will be filled with her 
literary correfpondence 5 if fo, you will make no 
inconfiderable figure — but how will it fare with- 
me ? I muft: have wrote her many heedlefs letters 
within the compafs of ten years, which muft be 
unfit for the public eye — but why do I think of 
alarming you with my fears— I know your eafe 
on thefe occafions— you will fay, if any thing of 
mine in her bands, will be of any feruice to t be poor 
devil, let her print it. 

* George 
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George Raplkntr fept rttfthcjiiew comedy, ^ 
tfre n>on>cnt it arrived :i-rjj<tor good opinion of it 
(ip ^ preceding letter) ratiecUmy exportation too 
hvsh i*-*te firft a& gfeatly charmed me; and gave 
&g profnife of erne tf the beft comedic* I had 
re«4 fp p jnnoy years;— my ,■ I wiU admit the three 
&Mwfflgi /iq be tofcrafejy gpod--tot fofelf (web 
* fiftl? a£t raqft bare deftroyecj thfc whole, without 
an accefc of gpod nature ^nd partiijity io theaqh 
dience! — I am charmed, however, with you* ro*4** 
ne& to be pleafed with a dawning genius, and CO 
encourage it by your neceflary approbation. 

I remain your true Servant, 



LETTER L1IL 

s, 

To Mrs. Rothery, at Chelfea. ' 

June, 1748* 
D^r &fter, 

» 

X HOUGH I am a litde late in my congratu- 
lations, in point of ceremony * yet you know mf 
he*rt, wa$ ever warm in its wiflies for your welfare * 

and from thence you may judge of the delight your 



The Foundling. 
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Jaft leitftr gave »e, which brought the completion 
of yotir happmeft. 

;&*{<% yew Sifter, {he jfljr &e jfelt ?t the receipt 
of ypyr lett$r t wovM be more ftroagly conveyed 
to |fOii by 4 dtfcrfpticHi of the grief and difquict, : 
fhe daily felt, and esprqfled, at die long delay 
of if . 

A marriage, tlius deliberately, and prudently, 
entered into, muft be produ&ive of every good* 

There went a few days -ago, from hence for 
England; the prompter to our Theatre, whofc 
nwm U Harrington, with comroiffions for the next 
feafcn :— I gave him direftion to call on you— as 
be is a well-behaved, fenfible ma©, and my envoys 
I doubt not bat you wilt give Mm a favourable 
reception. 

I will own to you, my chief dire&ion to him, at 
that vifit; is to obferve my nephew — Billy P— * 
I, am much afraid he is altered for the worfe: 
t~ be was a lovely boy at four and five years old- 
after that* 1 thought there appeared a tendency to 
clumfinefs* which threatened a blight to that for- 
ward Spring— as the hand of care can do much, 
(which he is now bleft with under the tuition of 
your reverend and worthy hulband) I doubt not, 
but my fears, will be difperied — pray make my due 
tenders of refpeft and affe&ion to Mr. Rotbery* 

whofc 
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whofe torrefpondenee I willfolicit, as foon as I aid 
in a condition not to remain too much on the 
debtor fide : — this obfervation gives me pain— the 
lafe of my dear, old, worthy fiierid Mr. Wood, givci 
nic great anguiih of heart. • I may'now juftly fty^ 
I have but one conftant Engl i(h cor refponde nee 
kitrrthe Launat Gibber—, who writes with fo much 
wit* and fpirit, that he makes me very often <gc* 
late to bed ; in order to acknowledge and prefcrve 
his favours, his very valuable letter^ 

It is impoffible to tell you tbt perpetual hurry I 
live in— the bufinefs of the Theatre is fo much en- 
creafed— and at thofc hours, which are called (and 
indeed ought. to be) lcifure— what interruptions 
from thpfe idle people who make vifiting their 
grofdfion ! fo far from abfent friends, I can have 
no agreeable acquaintance with myfelf, 'till the 
fcenes are changed from the gilded palace to the cot- 
tage \ which will now, very foon, be my hap£i- 
nefs:— We are preparing for that happy change-*' 
and at our return to Dublin in O&ob'er, you will 
perhaps think me crazy when I tell you, we (hall 
go into a new houfe, which is now building for Me, 
on a plan of my own — you may from thence con- 
clude, it will not be in the common form.-*-I have 
in this, broke one of my refolutions — never totned; 
, die with mortar-, but neceflity compelled me to it 
—the houfes which would do for my' fmall family, 
* afc 
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are too ordinary in the form'; and fitting up, and 
the great ones too large, and high rented — there- 
fore I have taken a piece of wafte ground; and by 
that means found employment for my money, an d 
my philofophy. 

I remain affectionately yours, 



LETTER LIV. 

To Colli y Cibber, Efq. 

Dub}in, March 2, 1748* 



1 



Dear Sir, 



N a letter of mine of laft year, on the fubjeft of 

my old acquaintance Mrs. P , I remember I cn- 

clofcd to you this fhort interrogatory — wbaf $ think 
you, will be the fubjeft of her fecond volume ? I was 
then afraid that thofe unlucky men, who had been 
drawn into a literary correfpondence with her; 
would have more %q fuffer, than thofe who had 

been tempted into a ^criminal one! but, indeed, 

I am of opinion, there are few that have been fe- 
duced by her into one fnare, that did not fall 
plump into the other — unlefs they had our wif- 
dom and virtue, for their prote&ion, 
Vql.I. L Wellt 
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Well 9 Sir, her feconcj volume has made its ap* 
pearance; and it is filled with feveral fcandalous* . 
and curious anecdotes! You will beiurprized (I 
dare fay) at her ftroke of malice at mer-but, in- 
deed, Jttie tells her readers the reafon; " I called 
" her fool twice fincejhe came to Dublin-*! didfo> and 
" L witt 4eUyou the caufe? 

At her return hither this feafon, the fecond day 
fhe made me a vifit at the theatre, and among other 
fprightly things, told me ftie had no money— I 
took that opportunity to pay my fubfcription to 
this fecond volume — and fo we parted. I mud 
confefs I was unwilling to renew an intimate ac- 
quaintance with her here— -my Situation —the bad- 
nefs of her character, and the cenforioufnefs of 4ixis 
place all forbid it— however, being fo much fo- 
licited by you to afllft her with her bookfeHer, 
my firft vifit was to meet him, and fettle the terms 
of printing — and the fecond* to look oVer the firft 
fheets, that were going to theprefs: — At this fecond 
vifit, Jhe afked me for an order, for two to the play 

that night — I wrote it, and fo we parted-* yihcn 

this ingenious lady, faw how eafy it was to get ad- 
miffion into the theatre— a night or two after, fhe 
wrote orders for four perfons into the firft gallery, 
with my name at the bottom now this unfortu- 
nately happened, at fome revived entertainment, 
when a full houfe wascxpe&ed, and Mr. Sheridan, 

and 
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and 1 had agreed to give no orders; however, 
thefe orders appeared in the nightly accounts, in 
the treafurer*s office, and to be forged :— upon this 
I gave directions to the door-keepers, to fecure the 
riext perfon that came with my orders* refolvirig 
to write no more till this roguery was dete&ed— * 
when lo ! a night or two after, four people, came 
Again with orders written as befpre ! and young P— • 
Jiis mother, and two women were taken into cufto- 

dy but upon Aer infilling thofe orders were of 

my writing, they let the women pafs into the gal- 
lery, and kept the young man in the charge of the 
conftable, till I was fent for; when I came, the 
door-keepers infifted on x it, that he was one of the 
perfons that came with the other forged order— I 
took the lad afide, who told me his mother wrote 

tJiem Mr. " Sheridan prefied me to have him 

committed, and indeed, I was a little inclined to 
do fomething to deter them from puffuing fuch dan- 
gerous pra6Uces— but upon, enquiry, when I found, 
if I carried him before a juftice* I fhould be bound 
over to profecute — that the lad muft have a trial 
in form at the enfuing feffions for forgery, I de- 
clared off immediately from fo fevere a punifti- 
ment for fo trifling an injury; and had him discharg- 
ed direftly. Well, Sir — what think you follow- 
ed this? — why the next day, I received the moft 
abufive letter imaginable from the lady, with the 
moft fcurrilous lampoon on poor Sheridan, enclok 
L 2 ed 
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ed. I wrote fome fort of anfwer, which Irerriem-> 
bcr ended with a refolution to clofe all correfpon- 
dence there-' — In that letter I might poffibljr call 
her a fool-*-it plainly appearing (he had behaved 

like one< Now, Sir* the confcquence of all this 

appears in her fecond volume She had been in 

London two years, before (he had the happinefs 
to be introduced by me to your acquaintance— the 
firft day of arrival there, fhe fent for me •, and had 
no one elfe to give her the lead afliftance : — the 
polite treatment I received from Tier Father Doftor 
V—. and his family, at my fecond vifit to Dublin, 
fome few years before this ; gave her a fort of right 
toa fEftarice from me in her prefent diftrefs \ — as fhe 
had given fome proofs of a genius, and as the pro- 
fits of her pen was all her melancholly profpeft, I 
told her, if ihe could write fuccefsfully for the 
ftage — or dangerous fatire — ihe might get money 
by her writings — -and in no other fhape— accord- 
ingly, I fet her about that fatire (he has printed in 
this fectfhd volume—- and as molt of the chara&ers, 
there were entirely unknown to her, I leave you to 
judge of the poffibility of her ftriking them out, 

even poorly as they are drawn 1 wrote feveral 

of the 'characters, to the amount of more than two 
hundred lines, but I could never own fo much be- 
fore (as (he has meanly aflerted) becaufe it would 
have been highly imprudent, as I was then fixed in 
Fall-mall^ in. the Irijh limn warebou/e—1 had th? 

pleafur* 
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pleafure of an intimacy with you/at that time— and 
I am certain you would have been one of the firft 
perfons I fhould have fhewed it to, had it been pro- 
per, for me to own it: r-She fays, I once gave 

Jier a crown, which appears to be the only money 
flie ever received from me — a gentleman told me 
the other day, in a late converfation with her, he* 
aflced her, if that was the only money (he ever re- 
ceived from me; and fhe affirmed it was. 

I am above entering into a defence againft even 
the word of calumnies from this bad woman — but, 
I muft own, I have a fecret defire to ftand juftified 
to you, though I think it is needlefs to declare, (af- 
ter your knowing, that fhe was almoft five years 
in London in want, and once a prifoner in the 
King's Bench for a debt of ten pounds 5 when I 
prevailed on you to colleft that fum from the no-r 
blemen at White's— which you did — and when re- 
leafed, I introduced her to you to thank you for 
your goodnefs to her, I fay after that, it muft 
be needlefs to declare that fifty guineas were the 
leaft fhe muft have ha,d of me in thofe five years, 
I gave her leave when fhe wanted common neccf- 
faries to fend to me. 

And now I have difgorg'd myfclf of that fmall 
degree of refentment permit me to allure you, 
that I have not the leaft taint of revenge !— nay, 

L 3 fhould 
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Ihould be forry to injure this fair devil in her beft 
fupport, which is centered in your favour— — there 
is fome little merit remaining in her yet, which ap- 
pears in her gratitude to you — for that, and her 
entertaining abilities — I mull continue (at proper 
diftance,) to admire her. 

I dare fey the tendency of this long letter wiH 
render it necefiary, to tell you how welcome yoiar 
(peedieft anfwer wiU be to, 

Dear Sir, 

Your obliged, obedient fcryant. 



P. 5. Toil ^ave doubled the favour of every an- 
iVer to my letters, by the difpatch with which 
you fiave ferit them--rthe lefs Of your paper, that is 
taken upwith the above fubjeft, the better; for itis 
3 difagfeeable one, and particularly fb to you — 
every article of theatrical news will be obliging- as 
to Our condition— we have great houfes — we have 
juft got up your Refufztl> and I have had the 
pleafure of feeing it performed five nights with 
the greateft fuccefs— Macklin, is very happy' in 
SirGilbertWranglc-and his wife in Lady Wrangle 
'-—but eight hundred pounds for feven months 
performance,' is too much for the two beft Co- 
medians in the world, to be given in Dublin. 
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' L E T T E R LV, 

To the feme. 

December, 1749. 
. Dear Sir, 

J OUR laft favour brought me your requeft to 
fend you the beft drawing I could make of your 
. fen's friend Mr, Dggij;-— in order, to make my 
felf mafter of the talk, I hlave waited to fee him 
in three parts, Jaffier, Lothario, and Kimo 
Lear j as to his Perfon, I never met with fo pco^ 
mifing an appearance ! To youth, and addrefs, i& 
joined a moft agreeable countenance — It may bfr 
faid that a young aftor's fears may throw a ftiff- 
nefs over his a&ion and movement, which he is 
quite clear of in the chamber, but that was not 
the cafe here, for furely never man made fo un- 
daunted an cnterance as this hero! 

I ftoo4 by Mr. Digges at this firft enterance 
in Jaffier, and obferved that not a fingle nerve 
feemed difordered; — on he bounc'd — r-not bear 
me* by my Sufferings but youjball—mth a voice in 
order, found, clear, and ftrong— th6 gracefulnels 
of his perfon— and the elegance of his drefi, great-] 
Jy furprized the audience — and they faluted him 
L 3 ™tk 
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with peals -of applaufe!— — he went through the 
part with great fpirit, and gave manifeft proofs of 
a genius for the ftage. His next part Lothario* 
though he fupported it with the neceffary accom- 
plifhments, yet he did not appear to fo much ad- 
vantage from the fuperior ftrength of Mr. Sheridan* 
in Horatio. In King Lear be (hewed his appli- 
cation, but not his talents, for that chara&er — it 
appeared to be a weak imitation of Mr. Ga&rick, 
.who was fo juftly admired here in Lear ! 

I fear, however, it will be found (without the 
gift of prophecy) that this promifing plant, after 
a little while, in order to arrive at its full growth 
of perfeftion, will be fixed in its pwn native fbU 
of Govent Garden, 



LETTER, LVf, 
To Captain Mellish, at Cork. 

April, 1750. 



1 



Dear Sir, 



HAD the favour of your anfwer to my hafty, 
adventurous letter, and fhould fooner have com- 
plied with the rcqueft you were pleafed to make, 
if bufinefs and other irrefiftable engagements, ha4 

not ingrofled me. 

5 * / To 
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To confefs another truth to you, I had the mor- 
tification of finding by the ftrain of your long ex- 
pected letter, that any obftruftion, or delay in the 
procefs of our correfpondence, would be a matter 
of little concern to you. 

-As I told you in my firft letter, I met with Cap^ 
tain Johnfon at Colonel Butler's table, and after 
fome military converfation, I had the pleafure of 
finding him agent to your regiment; ^and-in my 
way home, went to his office to inquire after my 
long abfent friend, and there found he was living, 
and juft come from Gibralter to Cork. 

The delight this difcovery gave me, I dare fay 
was ftrongly marked in my letter— and though no 
man in Dublin is better attended than I am, I 
walk'd to the poll-office with it, and all the way 
was reckoning the hours it would take in the con^ 
veyance to you, and the tedious return of the an* 
fwer ; prefuming you would not fail to make that 
your employment — but, alas ! it found you fick, 
and after a month employed in your recovery— 
your letter bore violent marks of ajick friend— but 
we have not all the fame feelings — I always knew 
you to be a prudent lover ; and I am now to fup- 
pofe you a cautious, calm frichd. 

I remain unalterably 

Yours, &c. 
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LETTER LVII. 

To the fame. 

April, 1750. 
Mjr dear Mellifh, 



Y 



OUR laft letter brought my old friend to 
me in that amiable form, I had ever beheld him \ 
yen* appeared there unaltered ; the man who is (and 
exprefles himfelf with the warmth of) a real fntnd % 
has a right to thofe freedoms you fully enjoyed in 
your critical, and facetious remarks^You have 
taken me off fairly, I do confefs it — yoar wit even 
when pointed with a little friendly fatire, will 
always give me pleafurc — reft affured I can only be 
hurt by the coldnefc and formality of the man I 
take, and wtft to be my friend. 

1 am very much concerned at the account you 
give me of the ftate of yOur health-Mt calls aloud 
for your clofeft application for help, I very much 
approve of your defign to vifit your native foil—* 
pray let nothing obftruft it— thofe frequent ihocks 
of nature are terrible. 

I am to dme to-morrow at Do&or Barry*s who 
is the firft phyfician in this city, and was fome 

years 
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years ago of Cork— I will have feme talk with 
him on your diforder, he may git e me feme ad- 
vice; and as he knows every one of any degree of 
eminence in Cork, recommend y*u to one there 
who may do you fervice. 

. Mrs. Victor is at this time in a fever^ but the 
phyfical people fay in no danger — She continues 
in the fame florid confutation you knew her — and 
therefore on every cold, prone to fevers, 

.As to myfelf, expert to fee me improved to the 
fize of an alderman, with a good round capon 
belly— and as age mud: unavoidably introduce 
diforders, I was laft fummer attacked by a violent 
rheamatic in my back, which fell from thence into 
one of my thighs, and gave me great difqutet-^But 
we are not, and will not be luch old fellows, as to 
cer refpond on our mutual diforders— You indeed 
have been in dangerous climates •, but, I hope, the 
ail 1 , and Tome of the healthful fprings in your o&n, 
will completely reftore you. 

This letter, fhall be followed by one, after I 
Jiave feen Dodtor Barry ; which will fervc as a 
fmall proof, that I am without ceremony 

Your faithful friend, and fervant* 

f* The firft letter in this volume is addreffed to 
this gentleman, then at Gambia in Africa— hi* 

■ five 
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fire years confinement there — and foon after 
fome years in Gibralter, brought On many 
difeafes, and epiliptic fits — which made him 
fo weary of life, as to take violent meafures 
to end it* 



LETTER LVUI, 



# 



To David Garrick, Efq. 

May 7, 1750. 
Dear Sir, 

X HE happy alteration, and fuccefs of your 
affairs has ever been the private with of my hearty 
and on every opportunity, my public declaration, 
And if I am not greatly miftaken in my man — as 
you are only in the ferious purfuit of your fenfible 
aim, viz, an affluent fortune ! it is not in the power 
of fuccefs to make any vifible alteration in your 
manner and conduft — a circumftance too frequent 
in life, among men of a common caft. 



Under this fecure fuppofition, I (hall now write 
to you with as unceremonious an air, as if our cor- 
refpondence had never met with an interruption — 
for this letter will ftand two chance&-^-jf it fails to 
entertain, there may be fomething in it that may 

fbma 
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ibrne time or •ther, htferviceabk to you— and either 
way my defign is anfwered. 

I have now had time fufficient to look into the 
merits of our two late, unexpe&ed recruits, Mr. 
Digges and Mr. Mojfop, (the firft from the army— 
and the other from Trinity College) and to criti- 
cife on their abilities. 

If you have no perfonal acquaintance with Mr. 
Digges^ I don't doubt but you have heard of the 
advantage he has of all our theatrical heroes in 
perfon — he has fcveral feeming requifites to form 
an aftor of fome eminence ; the tone of his voice is 
manly, firm and articulate— in rage it becomes 
■ lefs fo, and grows unpleafing to the ear— never 
man fince the creation made fo promifing an onfet, 
but he has not gained one inch of ground fince; 
though he has appeared in Lothario, Jaffier, Cajia- 
lio 9 Antony in Julius Caefar, Haftings, Lear, Hamlet* 
Plume. 

A man lefs acquainted with the ftage than your* 
felf, would be furprifed to hear me declare my 
opinion that he woirid be a much better adtor, at 
prefent, and give more general fatisfadtion, if he 
we^e not fo great an admirer of you ; for ,1 take it 
for granted that thofc we imitate we admire. In 
every part, and every movement, it is difceraablc; 

but 
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but in Lear it wat obvious ! You will from this 
remark be perfwaded, that he is no cold ftagi 
dreamer* no — oh the contrary, that looks, attitudes^ 
ftartSy paufes, employ the ftudy of this aftor $ 
thefe are mighty things when executed with judg- 
ment (if I were not writting to you, I would f*y 
with the judgment of a Garrick) but alas, this youag 
hero is too lavifti of his geftures — and finds fa 
much employment for the eyes of his audience, 
that they are quite fatigued, and then their thoughts 
growing confufed, wander from the bufinefs and 
beauty of the fcene. 

He performed Plume one night, for the benefit 
of his friend Theophilus Cibber — and though his 
perfon feemed greatly caft for the part, his voice in 
profe fpeaking is lefs articulate— his fpirits un- 
equal— and he is the fecond inftance 1 have met 
with, of a man being a much eafier fine gentleman 
off the ftage, than on it— But, as it was his firft at- 
tempt in comedy, he may improve there. 

Mr. Mojfop has fewer advantages frpm natufe* 
he has great power of voice, it is the right tone, 
and tolerably fweet — but at his firft appearance, ir* 
Zanga> he feemed a wild, aukward youth, that had 
neyer taken the bufinefs and propriety of afting, 
into cbnfideration— He had feen and admired Quit* 
in that part-— and like moft injudicious imitators 

had 
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had carefully adopted the faults inftead of the 
beauties. 

You will readily believe from this account of 
his firft performance, that he has mended on our 
hands — he has fo. In Ribemont (in the Black 
Prince) he appeared a good deal methodized, and 
played it like a young adtor of fome promife ; and 
confidering the fupport he meets with, it would be 
ftrange not to improve, for befides a large ausi- 
ber of acquaintance in Dublin, the lads of the col- 
lege are unanimous and .vigorous in his fupport, to 
the certification of Digges, who feems to be a great 
way beyond him, at prefent^ in merit ; but if I 
have any forefight in the bufinefs, it is in Mejfof* 
power ^not only to overtake, but to go by him* 
and reach the winning poft by many lengths. 

If you encourage me you know how, I have fub- 
jefts for another letter, from 

Your moft obliged friend 

And fcrvant. 
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LETTER LIX. 

To the fame. 



I 



Dear Sir^ 



H A D the pleafure of receiving your obliging 
reply to my adventurous letter, which gaye me, in 
every point, complete fatisfa&ion. How I rejoice 
to find that one who deferves to be happy, is in a 
real ftate of happinefs. I am glad to hear of your 
felicity in marriage, after a ftate of probation — and 
though it is fomething too late for a complemen- 

tal congratulation, it is never tod late for a friendly 
one. 

You afk me after the caufc of quarrel be- 
tween Mr. Sheridan and Mr. Macklin? , Macklin l 
had not been in the city a month, before he fwore 
in my hearing, that Sheridan was manager-mad! 
and in my opinion, the firft inftance he gave Mack- 
lin of it, was by agreeing to give him and his wife, 

tight hundred pounds a year /alary For comic 

aftors, without proper gentlemen and ladies to 
fupport the comedies, cannot profper. 

Sheridan was obliged very foon (for his own 
lake) to pufh in fo many of his ftrongeft tragedies 

among 
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among the comedies (which made the difparity of 
the audiences fo obvious) that Macklin began to 
run mad himfelf, about marketable fame ! aphrafe 
of his, which I doubt not but you are acquainted 
with, and as a manager, have felt the plagues of 
marketahlt-izmt. This furor of Macklin was car- 
ried to fo whimfical a length, as to produce his 
compaffes to meafure the fize of the type of She- 
ridan's name in the play-bills, with his own •, being 
determined not to give even a hair's breadth to the 
manager ! . This Ijpirited a£tion.of Macklin's being 
fubmitted to, was foon, of coqrfe, produftive of 
many others of the feme nature; every time he drank 
too much claret, he was fhamejtully abufive in the 
green-room— .and at laft, to ihew his thorough con- 
tempt for Sherida?i as manager, Macklin went on 
the ftafee one ;night after the play, and gave out a 
comedy for hisj wife's benefit, -without either fettling 
the phy, or the night with the manager^— This you 
topw, yfd&\ ft> notorious a, breach of all theatrical 
discipline, that j Sheridan, was compelled to order 
the doors tq be Ihut agamft the Macklins, and to 
leave him to ieek.his redrefs from : the law, and they 
are accordingly in the Court of Chancery, \ where 
they may remain 'till domefday. * 

..sH r.!' : ./"•! ' < » ••■"••; -Yours, &c. ■• ; 

, * » , \ . '• - -i > ' . . . ". 

'jot, i' ' M ' 
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LEtTER IX 

To Sir William Wolseley, Baronet 

December, 1750. 
Dear Sir, 

Ts 
H E real refpeft my heart has been ever fillM 

with fince our firft acquaintance, is too considera- 
ble (even under the mortification of a long neg- 
kftful filence) not to be awaken'd at the flighteft 
invitation from you; which I had the pleafure of 
receiving from Dubourg at his arrival here. 

Jt i$ m observation founded on (trudi, that an 
honpft mind cannot ejeift without a proper degroe 
of neceffary pride; from hence we are ntturdly 
jealous of our fuperiors, and flights from thorn art 
fererely felt. Iris not however, my prefcm.pu*- 
ppfe IP be a complainant ; but on the contra&y, 
vpf 4efire that all unkindnefc may fee buried in 
oblivion. 

As to myfelf* my condition in life is almoft as 

much chang'd as Mlfs D— — 's, and during this 

-recefs of our corrcfpondence, I have, like her, 

launched into public life, and from an humble 

lodger, have been this year paft living in a houfeof 
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tny "own ^wilding* Tly? truth w*s, I p*i4 * gmt 
price f©F good lodging* * and when Mifs Wrm 
b$can# Mift Daawrs, Jfre wanted aa ap^tjpent fo 
herfelf. The froall hoyifes were all top bad— and 
the large ones too dear; and meeting with' a piece 
of wafte ground to my liking, I have built a neat 
little box, on an entire new plan of my own ; which 
I have the pleafure to find is efteemed the moft 
complete little houfe in Dublin ; for a defcription 
of it, I (hall refer you to your nephew Captain 
fVolfiUy^ who will- be with you perhaps before this 
letter, as he goes off this diy for England. 

This, Sir, you will fuppofc has found employ- 
ment for all my wafte time, as well as money j 
and this account will not a little encreafe your fur- 
prife, becaufeyou know me unqualified for a talk 
fo arduous ; however when I had once determined, 
1 was refolute to conquer, and I am now enjoying 
the fweets of my labour. 

We have received fome favours from die Laiy 
Wolfelq here •, introduced to that honour by an old 
friend of yours ? who yefterday at a vifit earneftly 
defired to be kindly remembered to Sir. WMam 
PFolfeley. Mrs. Tickell, who when Mils Eujlace } 
was, it feems, very near being ctefely allied to you* 
the lady feemed to repeat th^t accident with a moft 
fenfible regrew-therefore, I hope, in your next 
Ma letter^; 
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letter, you will not fail to return the compliment * 
we live in the moft agreeable intimacy with her, 
and her family, who are in a large elegant houfe at 
Gtaflhevin, whierc wc frequently pafs a pleafant 
day. 

But fince I have had occafion fo often to repeat 
the name ; I can go no farther without inquiring 
after the health and welfare, of my Lady Wolfeley ; 
when I Jaw her ladyfhip laft, Ihe was in the full 
meridian, of beauty. It is* pity (he fliould ever 
know the.:w.ain-«-I hope that mortifying time is 
yet far off. 

The entertainments of Dublin were never in fo 
high a tide as now. We have the famous Turk 
from London, who exhibits at Aungier-ftreet The- 
atre, on Tuefday and Saturdays •, and we have 
four plays a week, at Smock-alley Theatre, from 
all which I have Received fix hundred pounds a 

week, for many weeks paft great doings for 

Dublin i But tp let you know we have more won- 
ders t|ian the Turk from London, we were greatly 

furprifed with the landing of Mrs. H about a 

fortnight ago, who hgs taken up her refidence in 
Jervas-ftreet, and has done nothing fince her arrival 
but exclaim againft the fogs and dirt of Dublin. 

I want nothing but leifure to enable me to write 
you an hiftory as large as Rapin's— I am fure I 

have 
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have fubjeft matter enough to compile it, r but 
fince it mull be thus parcelled out, be fo good to 
encourage me to the work, by an intervening line 
of approbation, .and the fooner you begin, the 
more welcome to 

Dear Sir* 

% Your faithful and moil obedient fervant. 



LETTER LXL 

To the fame. 

Dublin, April, 1751." 
Dear Sir-, 

OUR obliging reply to my letter gave me 
great pleafure, and I fhould have made an earlier 
advance to the difcharge of my promife to turn 
hiftorian, if a man in my fituation could command 
himfelf — Thofe who are fo happy as to live ftran-j 
gers tp commotions and revolutions among Players 
and Turks, can form no idea of the wild, uncertain, 
dangerous life of either ftate. Plots, cabals, infur- 
rc&ions, fabres drawn, produce ftrange revolutions 
at the Tktatre and Conftantinople. 

M 3 In 
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In a word, no mart fhould think of being an 
inhabitant in either place, thai fets too choice 4 
▼slue on his life. You will perhaps flop here to 
aft, how /, whom you welt knew ra be a quiet, 
peaceable fellow, could think of entering into this 
flare of warfare ? or to defend myfelf thus long in 
this danger— 1*11 tell you — I know hiyfelf as well 
as my ftation ; I determined very maturely to giv* 
no offence, and beat no injury — *n author fomc- 
where fays 

« He that trtats on* tnjary, inVItks a fxotuf 9 — 

» 

I have been twice in fome degree of danger-*-! 
was drove to the neceffity offending one challenge* 
and at another time of receiving one, by compelling 
the gentleman, who had ufed me ill, to that ee- 
clairciffment, and I had the good fortune to, get;' 
happily out of both fcrapes^ 

Well Sit* you ffluft (ay I have given a very fine# 
Recount of flay own prowefs-^He muft b$ a vwjr 
filff as tffell as ? &a* painter, that draws an *glf 
likeWfs of fcimfelf* but after admitting it to be 
a bad fubje<ft — the motive that le4 me to k was. 
only to fefew you* that ftom the abtfve incidents* 
*nd a fettled temper of mind, at all times attende4 
wi(h a fui table cor^pofure-^he fprighdieft JJocks 

of 
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of the age* have thought proper to let me pafs uft- 
cenfured and unmolefted, 

I fhall now proceed to a chara&er that deferves 
the pen of the ableft hiftorian, viz. Charles Lu- 
<jas, an apothecary and citizen of Dublin* 

My intimacy with this extraordinary perfon 
(whom I am proud to call by the name of friend) 
may, perhaps lead me into a warmth* that his ene- 
mies will c^U partiklity. His perfon is very agree- 
able; he has all the jequifitcs to render him en- 
gaging in fecial life^ he has all the requifites to 
render him ufeful and great in public life $ he is a 
good fcholar, and to crown all, he is a man of 
ykrtue. His peculiar happinefs aa an orator was 
fo univerfaUy admired, that it largely contributed 
Xp his feeming ruinu 

When he was chofea into, the Common Council 
#f this city, his talents were fo fuperior to all in 
that afijembly, that he foon, grew a leader there. 
Afid as the ricbeft body of men in all kingdoms are 
Upt todiftrefs the poorer, it was not to be wondered 
the Aldermen had committed numberlefs encroach-* 
merits on the citizens, with impunity* Charles Lh* 
(as had penetration to difcover, elocution to dif- 
play, and joined to thefe abilities, the greateft 
gpnnefs of mind that ever poffeffed the breaft of 
M^ a humane 
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a human being. From all this you will not Worv- 
der at his carrying every thing before him — of that 
his eleftion for the city to parliament would have 
met with the leaft doubt — but his opponents in the 
city were too contemptible for fo enterprifing \a 
genius ; he foared at higher game, and from res- 
cuing the city from flavery, turned his thoughts 
at once to re/cue the nation. He began that attempt 
when confined to his chamber in a long fit of the 
- gout. I found him one day fo earneftly employ'd 
.with his papers, that it exited my~curiofity to en- 
. quire after his fubjedt— he confented and- read to 
me for an hour, which was .nothing lefs than a fa- 
tirical defcription of the political fituation of Ire- 
land with England. I heard with amazement ! 
and when I had exprelftd my diflikes to it with 
fome warmth, he laught it off, by afking my par- 
don for forgetting I was an Englijhtnan / to con- 
clude, he publifhed this work in three or four large 
pamphlets which gave great offence to government ; 
and when the Earl of HarringUn came over Ldfel 
Lieutenant, thofe pamphlets were bound in an 
handfome volume, which he had the fpirit and in- 
difcretion to prefent to his Excellency one morning 
. at his kvee. • Thus many perfons have been ruin'd 
by thofe popular virtues, for which they were firft 
admired. 



Oft 
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■ On the day the Lord Lieutenant went to the 
Houfe of Lords, to open the parliament, Mr, Lucas 
came tovifit me, and when the. cannon were firing 
to denote the bufinefs of the day, I laid my hand 
upon his, and faid, Tou bear tbofe guns—^pritbee tell 
me Charles — have you no fears — he anfwered, hi bad 
not, and I really believM him, fo fecure was he of 
fafety in his popularity ; but in lefs than four hours 
after, it appeared in print that the Lord Lieutenant 
in his fpeech from the throne, had pointed him out, 
as an objeft of refentment to the Houfe of Com- 
mons. The Commons proceeded with feverity, 
but at the fame time with a dignity becoming that 
Houfe; and the beft friends of Mr. Lucas were 
obliged to affetnble to force him into a boat, to 
carry him to the Ifle of Man, to avoid his com- 
mitment to iNTewgate— th^t meafure was happy for 
him and government, confideririg the outrageous 
temper of the populous, had he been committed, 
great miichiefs muft have enfued, which muft all 
have been Carried to his account. 

He was a long time in London ; if you had 
met with him, you would have found the truth 
of this charafter — he was particularly kind and 

friendly to Mifs D- . He was in the theatre the 

firft night Ihe appeared in the chara&er of Indiana . 
..—•and what with his fears for her, and the diftref$ 
of the chara&er in the laft aft (which was new to 

him 
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htm) and the fuccefs flic met with— from all theft 
cinwmftances he was feen to died a plentiful num- 
ber of tears ! of fo gentle, and tender a difpofiuob* 
is the heart of thia amiable man. 

Having run this letter to an enormous length, I 
am obliged to take my leave for a fhort fpace* 
when I fhall renew my hiftorical fubjeft, by way 
of proof with what Sincerity t remain ' - 

: •-■ Tour indefatigable, obedient fervanc* 



LETTER LXIL 

To the Countefe of Orrery, at Caledon, 

• "\ April, ijs\ 



Madam, 



I 



HAVE received the favour of your hdyfhipte 
agreeable anfwer to tny prefumptuous requeft, to 
to have the honour to be entered in the lift of ypur 
cotrefpohdents. 

Your lady&ip may decline what you pleafc, but 
the very letter you have honour'd me with td apo- 
logia for your want of abilities, proves your power 

H-evcry 
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«~^very habit you pleafe to pot on, txluft btftimte 

you but the farmertfs cannot conceal the Roms* 

Zuufy I your ladyfhip is the identical Calpurnia ! the 
fr*Pt>y fi^ond wife of dui Ettghjk PLiafy ! whdfe 
charter ia ft beautifully draWh in <htf if th cpiftfe 
of the 4th Book-*-tbere, among other excellencies, 
we find in you a tifpofiticn to Ut&ttute I the cott- 
fequence of yoyr affe&ioo to your noble lord. 

Your ladyfhip is pleafed ia fttpfMFfe my time is 
agreeably fpent with the mufesf in the early part 
my life | attempted to make fome court to thofe 
coy, delufive, beings ! but with fb much diffidence, 
$nd with lb little fuccefs, that it fooit ended in an 
abfolute defpair 1 thus, Madam, under felf-convic- 
tipn, I altered my plan* and from attempts in 
poetry, made an effort to commence the man of 
bu fine ft — and in a fhort time, grew more ambi- 
tious of obtaining a reputable name at the Royal 
Exchange, than at Pamafusl I grew pleafed with 
the excufe I had acquired for being dull : — and 
could then ferve all demands made on me for wit % 
3s fome of my neighbours the lords did thofe 
itiade on them for money— 1 could plead ny privi~ 
ledge! 

Thus Madam, having wafted fixteen years in 
%n enjirc difufe of letters, I mutt leave your 

ladyfhip 
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Jadyfhip to judge of my preemption, by reque£ 
ting a correfpondencc with an Orrery f 

But as this fertile city is fraught with furpr jzing 
incidents, and chara&ers, a recital of Tome of therrr 
may amufe your ladyfhip, and, at the fame time, 
prove the zeal, and gratitude, of 

Madam, , 

Your ladyfhip's molt 

obliged, obedient Servant 



LETTER. LXIIL 
To the fame. 



May io» 



Madam, 



^PROMISED your ladyfhip in my Iaft letter 
to turn journalift, and tb make an attempt to rival 
my friend George Faulkner :— but upon enquiry 
Into my undertaking, I found the difficulties I 
had to encounter, and the advantage my brother 
Faulkner has over me. 

If two namelefs names are married, and a third 
as obfeure, and worthlefs, dies, thefe make moft 

notable 
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notable paragraphs in his journal; and would make 
but a forry figure in mine — then again — though 
there is a fair promHc, from the plentiful crop of 
fools and knaves, to have a flourilhing harveft ! 
yet as they are the growth of every metropolis, 
they are fo common, that nothing lefsr than an 
exotick is worth taking notice of, and fit to be 
fcrved up to your ladyfhip. 

Our publick gardens are frequented every night 
by the fame let of faces, where great regularity, 
and decency, is moft unaccountably preferred, and, 
of courfc, univerfal dulnefs is the confequence : — 
If no valiant captain will knock down a lady — nor 
any lady cock a piftol at her perfidious man * — we 
muft remain in this ftupid ftate of tranquility :— 
that feme ftrange Lord Chief Juftice has occafioned 
all this alteration— his frightful court of Kings 
Bench has almoft cured our young gentlemen of 
their antient prerogatives ! they are almoft hu- 
manized ! 

The celebrated Mrs. fVoffington arrived here laft 

week — but Colonel Moyjlon, having been overturned 

in a poft chaife, and hurt in hi$ way to Chefter, 

Ihe went off with the firft wind to him with a de- 

, fign to return hither : — and thofe who converfed 



* Botfi thefe fhocking events lately happened in the public 
Garden*. 

. with 
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with her, fcy toe intends tp be in Dpblin next 
Winter— but I find Mr, Sheridan has no thought* 
of making her any overtures :— and yet it is my 
opinion he will be compelled to it, and. that fli 
will perform with him. 

Mr* Moff&p is very near fetting out for London : 
—I heard at Doftor Barrf* on Sunday night lafr, 
that your ladyfhip's kind interpofition in his favour 
is likely to be attended with great advantage to 
him, with two very diftinguiflied' lords, the Earls 
if Orrery and Cbefterfield! I hear* that your lady* 
fhip's late letters convey a defign of your vifit to 
that metropolis and, what is yet worfe, of a moft 
cruel intention to continue that much longer than 
your ladyfliip's friends in Dublin can pofjibly 
bear— I moft heartily hope that this report is fabu- 
lous. 

Though I fhall embrace every opportunity to 
fhew my duty to your ladyfhip— and chough my 
ftation in life, deprives me of all claim to ceremony 
•-yet, a fingle line from you, will be an encourage- 
ment, as well as an honour to, 

Madam, 

Your ladyfhip's moft obliged, 

obedieat Servant 
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LETTER LXIV. 

To * the fame. 

May 20, iji !• 

Madam, 



A*: 



[ Egottft is a moft difguftful charttfter— one of 
the moft contemptible things in Bifliop Burnet's 
hiftory is, th# he is eternally talking of himfctf 

- 1 *auft leave your iadyftiip to judge of the fe* 

verity of my facte, who -am compelled to aflame that 
chara&er, in order to lay before you a feries of mif- 
fortones, in which your ladyftiip will be concerned 
to find that the laft fhaft is to come from the no- 
hje unddigning hand of an Orrery ! 

My bretheMn law, Mr. F-~ — , who had made 
an ample fortune in Jamaica, where he had been a 
merchant jnafey years in die firft houfe in that ttknd, 
at his netum to fettle in London, had the honour 
of feeifig introduced to fas RyalHigbnefs the Prince 
tffFtltt, and is Mr. P— -- wanted ho employment 
iiimffilf, he veiiyjfc fndiy turned his thought*on ferv- 
iug mc-whawsas the author of Ae firft congratu- 
latory poem on his Royal Highnefs's arrival in the 
year xjaju i was then introduced by the late Earl 
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of Cbolmondetyy who was mafter of horfe to thtf 
Prince, and by the Walpole intereft flattered with a 
provifion in his Royal Higbnefs's family : — but an 
unlucky turn in politics happening, relating to 
eledtions to parliament, which my brother P— — 
(from bad health) was obliged to decline, clearly 
convinced us both that it was time to give up that 
affair — this laft determinate ftroke cutting off all 
my profpe&s in England, I fet off for Ireland in 
the year 1745, to fettle my accounts with my linen 
manufacturers ; here I had the happinefs to find the 
Earl of Cbefterfeldon the real, and my good friend 
Mr. Garrickj on the theatrical throne ; and was.gra- 
cioufly received by both monarcbs: the Laureat 
Giber having favQured me (among others of greats 
quality, but much lefs confequence) with a letter, 
of wit and fpirit, which procured me a private au- 
dience, and a promife of his lordfhip's favour: my 
friend Mr. Garrick offered me a benefit play as 
art author who bad wrote for that fiage— and per* 
, ' formed the part of Hamlet \ which his Excellency, 
honoured with his prefence, by which I cleared: 
above an hundred pounds :— during my ftay of. 
four months — befides fettling my aflairsof bufinds, 
1 -employed my leifure hours in looking into the* 
ftate of the Theatre-, and then formed my defign 
of making Dublin my place of refidence •, I went, 
hack to London with Mr. Garrick* .the beginning, 
of May, and returned with my family the Q&ober 
following. 

But 
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"But one part (and indeed th^ moft feeming fe- 
cure paf t) of my fcheme was laid, by my old friend 
Mr. Dubourg, who' enc6uraged me with the hopes l 
of doing fomething with what little money I had 
left at theCaftle, or by fome intereft to be created * 
with a Lord Lieutenant — as I had written feveral 
birth-day Odes for him, and as there was no pro- > 
vifion on that eftablifhment for a Poet Laureate 
If Lord Cbefterfield had returned, I believe fome- 
thing might have been done :• — — I was the author 
of two Odes during the Earl of Harrington's rcfu 
dence, but he was not the man: — His Grace of 
Dorfet faifed my hopes! but by the arrival of Mr. 
TbeopbiJus Cibber from London, on Sunday laft, 
they are not only fruftrated, but thrown into a ft^tc* 
ofabfolute defpair. 

His father, the Laureat of England, in a fevere . 
fit of illnefs, which he thought woqld end him, 
wrote a letter to the Duke of Grafton^ the Lord 
Chamberlain (which perhaps came to your lady- 
fhip's notice in the' news papers) recommending '. 
Mr. Henry Jones to be his fucceffor : — but Cibbefs 
perfedt recovery deftroyed Jones's hopes of that^ 
Laureatfhip— and young Cibber, who was often 
with Jones in London, heard from him that Lord 
Orrery had recommended him to the [Duke of Dor- 
fet in fiich terms (as no doubt he deferves) that 
his Grace will fix Mr. Jones on this eftablilhment 

N as 
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as Poet Laureat of Ireland ! thus* Madam, am I 
ruined in my laft hope, and am left without the 
common relief of complaint— to diftihguifti, and 
raife modeft merit from obfcurlty, is one of the 
greateft adbions of human life! and therefore an 
employment worthy the Earl of Orrery ! 

And now, Madam, what apologic&jare^necefTary 
for me to make to your ladyfhip for this intoler- 
able trial of your patience, and this attempt to 
give you concern :— for your ladyfhip muft pity 
thole accidents you cannot redrels. 

t had the h6riour of your l&fyfhip ft & teivbttf $h 
Monday laft; with a letter to Mr. j^j^&tfofeft: 
—I fent direftly to his lodging* to defire Kim. tb 
call on me, and the anfwer was that he faiPd that 
rrtorhing for England; 1 have ftrtt your latfylfcip's 
letter after him — and transcribed that £ait in thine 
delating to hi m as the adv?ce fkews yoii fche 
judge* and what is ftill greater, the friend! 

I muft depend on your ladyfhip's goddneft f6t 
a pardon for this freedom from, 



tyladam, 



Tour truly diftrtfled, and moft 



Obliged Servant. 
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LETTER LXV. 

To Nto\ Mossop. 

Dublin, May 31, 1751^ 



Dear Sir, 



T 



H E tnclofed letter of Lady Orrery\ came to 
•me in one from her ladyfliip v I was ill. that day, 
and confined at home— I fent my fervapt to defire 
to fee you on that occafion, but the anfwer wa$, 
Kh*t you failed for England that morning •, I was 
lofty 'to hear it, becaufe one half of Lady Orrery's 
fetter to me, was relating to you, which her lady- 
flttp defined might be fhewn to you— and which in 
obedience to her commands, I mud now tranferibe. 

(The traftfeript is bjk) 

Lady Orrery by the above observations, has 
pVbved her judgment equal to her friendfliip * and 
as I know your o^rn good fenfe has led you to a 
CbnVi&ioh of y6ur 'defe&s, there is fure and cerr 
tain hopes of & cure for them* It is a confolation 
that you are the rough diamond (as the lady fays) 
and that if you fall into the hands of a. good lapidary^ 
you will come from thence a fparkler. 

N 2 Pray 
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Pray make my compliments to my worthy 
friend, Mr. Garrick ; his fuperior 'abilities, and his 
friendfhip to me will live for ever in my memory; 
I am extremely glad to hear of Lord Orrery* $ in- 
tereft with him ; of his lordfhip's earned recom- 
mendation of you, and of the happy confequences 
that muft attend it. You may depend on it, Mr. 

Garrick is the beft theatrical lapidary in the king- 
dom. 

Let me here (perhaps too abruptly) give you 
one piece of advice — when you come out complete 
from the hands of the lapidary, keep that'rjght 
diftance, that good fenfe, decency and gratitude re- 
quire*, fince it is a known truth, that diamond will 
cut diamond % and a truth notoriouily manifefted 
among theatrical' brilliants \ but as I believe you 
to have an honeft and a good heart, I (hall proceed 
ho farther in my metaphor. 

I had fome thoughts of fending (as you defire) 
my opinion of the choice of a part for your firft 
appearance, and enlarging on the ma^y advan- 
tages arifing to you from the character of Richard ; 
but when 1 recoiled your happinefs, that you have 
an Orrery and a Garrick to advife you, I have no- 
thing to add but the congratulation of 

Dear Sir, 

Your fincere friend, 

And humble fervant. 
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LETTER LXVL 

To the Countefs of Orrery. 

June 3,1751; 

Madam, 

J[ M U S 1C acknowledge, with a heart full of gra- 
titude, youc ladyfhip's obliging, fpeedy reply to 
mylaft lejter— Every letter of yours, after admir- 
ing and qonfidering its true value, is laid up like a 
rich jewel in the cafket of a mifcr. 

A heart warmed like mine can want no new mo- 
tive to exprefs it — but a late prefent by the hands 
of my friend George Faulkner, of Lord Orrery's 
Life of Swift, gave nte the extreme pleafure of fee- 
ing that 1 have the honour of living in your lady* 
fhip's remembrance— I have read it with delight, 
it is filled with hiftorical as well a critical know- 
ledge, and conveyed in an elegance of ftile peculiar 
to that noble author. 

I have nothing to fend your lady fhip but the 

new birth-day ode — what a ftrange return, but it 

is my all at prefent, and I mud confefs requires no 

fmall apology for laying fuch an un$mertaining 

N 3 fubjeft 
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fubjeft before you-, and yet perfons of genius, 
who, alone, know (from the repetition of the fub- 
jeft) the difficulty the writers of birth-day odes are 
laid under, car* receive fach produ&ions with 
candour. 

I believe I fliall be prefent at the caftie to-mor- 
row, at the performance of it — but, alas ! with a 
heavy heart *, it is melancholly to have all profpeft 
cut of£ and to remain without a hope* my old. 
friend and ichool-fellow Colonel Dilks came the other 
day to condole with me— he faid Jones?* intereft is 
fo great with my Lord Duke that if a poet lanreat 
can be fixed on this eftablifhmcnt, it muft be hiim 

In the temper of mind I am in at prefent, it may 
be proper to t^ke my leaye— I beg you will for- 
give me. Madam — I will wjitc in this ftraih no 
more, but for eyer remain, 

Yow ladyflrip's moft faithful 

And moft obliged, fervant. 
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FITTER LXVJI. 

To Mrs. Woffington, in Dublin. 

Oftober 12, 1751, 
Madam, 

Q U have long been the fubjeft of -true praife; 
-and hare received many public iriftances of it from 
the admiring w<irld ; but the fcribbling fools here 
offer it up fo fulfome, that inftead of incenfe, I 
dare fay it is as otifenfive to you as the ihuffof a 
candle — now, Madam, if my praife proves the 
fiiuffof a wax candle, it will at leaft not offend, 
and 1 (hall have reafon to be fatisfied. 

The filly poet in Faulkner's Journal on Satur- 
day laft, made me laugh-, he made you the fuccef- 
for to the poor, antiquated Mrs. Vanderbank (who 
often declared, that in her youth ^ was the glory 
of the Irijh fiage) and concludes it one of your 
Je jft excellencies to far out-do Oldfield. 

I was one of the audience when Lady Townly 

made her firft appearance in London-, and fince the 

death of that celebrated aftrefs Mrs, Oldfield, I 

have not feen a complete Lady Townly 'till laft 

N 4 Monday 
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Monday night — You know fhe was called inimi- 
table in that chara&er, by the author, Cibber, that 
great matter of comedy ; but I dare fay, even he 
will admit that epithet falfifyed by your perfor- 
mance, 

After your firft appearance in tragedy in London, 
I had the favour of two letters from him, in the 
firft he employed a whole (heet in your praife in 
Andromache. 1 had fo great a prepoflelfion of your 
good underftanding, and his judgment, that I 
could eafily give him credit, though I had known 
him long an admirer of your perfon. 

On Wednefday night laft I was convinced that 
you are a moft provoking creature (to ufe the Lau- 
reat's phrafe) you are not content with deftroying 
all our females, but make even our hero*$ flirink 
before you ! I take this firft opportunity of con* 
gratulation, and beg leave to remain, 

Madam, . . 

Your moft humble fcrvapt. 
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LETTER' LXVIIL 

To the Countefs of Orrery, at Caledon. 

Qdtefcr 21, 1751* 

Madam, 



T 



H E extraordinary fuccefsful bufinds of the 
Theatre has found unexpected employment for 
me ; but no engagements either profitable or plea- 
furable, compenfatc my looflng an opportunity of 
paying my refpefts to your ladyfhip, or foregoing 
the honourable chance of a reply. 

The brilliant Mrs. Woffington is the only theme 
either in or out of the Theatre-, your ladyfhip may 
remember in a former letter, it was my private 
opinion that fhe would perform here, though Mr. 
Sheridan fo ftrongly oppofed it. His endeavours 
were for the Italian fingers, and operas— but his 
good genius prevailed — She came like his better 
angel to fave him from the gulph that was opened 
for him ! Her performances, arc in general, admi- 
rable ! She appeared in Lady Townfy, *nd fince 
that truly celebrated a&refs Mrs. OMfield, I have 
not feen a complete Lady Townly 'till that night. 
In Andromache^ Jier grief was dignified, and her 

deportment 
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deportment elegant. In Jane Shore nothing ap- 
peared remarkable, but her fuperior figure; but 
in Hermione fhe difcovered fuch talents as have not 
been difptayed fitice ' the celebrated Mrs. Porter, 
whom, I dare fay, Lord Orrery remembers — fuch 
commanding force! 4 ftteh variety- V fueh graceful 
attitudes ! the very, fools ftared and felt her powers, 
jn ihort poor Bland is inevitably undone— for thofe 
'fools (her greateu admirers) who had not fenfe 
itfougbue fee her defcft* fcfrifc now fee thpn^by 
tfte a*mgarifcn.. 

J heartUy wifh I had force enough to excite a 
dedre in jfour kdyfhip to com* to Publin to fee 
this aftrefs either in LfidyTownly, or Hertnione* 

I congratulate you, Madam, on the fafe arrival 
of thofe two little cherubims, Mafter Boyle and 
Lady. Lucy % the proper inhabitants of that celeftial 
place; poor Mifs Barry I hear has fp^ained her 
foot by a fall from her horfe— (he is literally a 
fallen angel •, and doomed like theqi to be reftlefs 
in heaven. I heard laft night at DoSor Barry's 
that I (hall have an opportunity of condoling with 
hgr very loon, on her expulfioji. 

1 have die honour to remain, 
Madam, 
Your ladyftiip^ cWigcd&fcwflti 
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LETTER LX1X. 

To his Grace the Duke of Dorset. . 
Dubfin, November 7, 17$*. 



I 



WyLotd, 



_H AD the honouf 6i writing to y6ttf gfafce ft 
Atiguft la#, from Wolfeley-Hatt, and my got># 
genius now whifp£rs me tliat the crifis at toy fate 
is? niar, and that my future happiriefs is 6tp6tid€tit 
gn your grace's goodnefs to me at this juri^ttire. 

In my laft letter 1 took the liberty of laying 
before your grace the opinion of my friends, relatinjg 
to the Laureat for this kingdom ; the abfurdity of 
the foijg orhiffion, and the inconveniences, that have 
attended the Lords Lieutenants, who have founcj 
themfelves compelled to make good that neglc£t 
out of their own private purfes, when 'the I'pfctt 
were Kappy enough to get perforis of c6hfequeric6 ' 
to introduce theni to their' Excellencies. Lord 1 
Chfterfitid gave forty gViirieasf to the revereridt Mr. 
B^-r — , ao acquaintance of mine, becaufc the ifc 
jbop of Derry was his patron: When Mr. B ^ ■ ■ ■ . 
was well provided fqr in the church, I was cholc 
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by my old friend Mr. Bubourg to be the writer of 
the odes. Lord Harrington I never had the honour 
of feeing, but in the ball-room on the birth days. 
Your grace's goodnefs to me was fo lingular that 
it made the deeper impreffion— -I was unpatroned 
'till I had the honour of being diftinguifhed by 
yoxx grace— on that happy occafion, my friends 
advifed me, as they thought I had fome particu- 
lars ftrangely fingular in my hiftory, to take the 
liberty of laying it before you \ I was fo fortunate 
a$ to follow their advice, and your grace was fo 
good to honour it with a reading, and to fpeak the 
•words of comfort to me— after that, I bid adieu to 
defpair-, fince it is a noble diftindfcion in your 
grace's charafter, that no man was ever forgot that 
the Duke, of Vorfet had raifed to hope ! 

The impreffion your grace's goodnefs has left on 
*ty grateful heart, leads me to inceffant prayers to 
heaven for the prefervation of your health ; I will 
then reft allured that the few malevolent fpirits 
hprc, will not difguft your grace fo far as to pre- 
Tent your return to the government of this king- 
dom; for time, I hope, has convinced them that 
their darts have no points, nor their tongues no 
ftings ! and that their former incopfiftences and 
other impotent endeavours, will be buried in ob- 
livion. ' . 
* I am, my lord, 

Your grace's moft devoted, faithful fervant. 
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LETTER LXX. 



To the*Reverend Mr. Rothery, at Chelfea, 

December 27, 1752. 
Dear Sir, 



T 



H E prefent feftival of Chriftmas is produc- 
tive of many good things, though moft egregioufly 
and ridiculoufly miftaken by the bulk of filly 
diriftians-r-You muft be a lover of mufic-Jf H*n- 
dtT% Mejiabihauld be performed in London, as it 
undoubtedly will in the lent feafon, I beg it as a 
favour to me, that you will go early, and take 
your wife with you,' your rime and money cannot 
be fo well employed 5 take care to get a book of 
, the oratorio fome days before, that you may well 
digeft the fubjeft, there you will hear glad tidings 
and truly divine rejoicings at the birth oiCbrift t 
and feel real forrows for his fufferings — but, oh ! 
when thofe fufferings are over, what a tranfporting 
full chorus ! where all the inftruments, and three 
fets of voices are employed to exprefs the following 
paffage, which I muft quote— 

" Lift up your heads, O ye gates ! and be ye lift up ye 
" Everlafting doors, and the king of glory ihall come in. 

"Who 
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<c Who is the king of glory? The Lord ftrong and 

mighty, 
The Lord mighty m battle, the Lard of Hofts ; 
44 He is the king of glory ! 
" And he fliall reign for ever, King of Kings, Lord of 

Lords. 

How truly poetical is the diftion of the Oriental 
writers, 

Mr. Handel, when he was here, compofed this 
eKcdlltot otertrio, and gave it to a charitable mu- 
ficat ftdety ; by whom it k annually performed 
ftr the relief t>f poor debtors) «nd very well* as we 
have good cathedral fingers, to whpm this mufic 
is ohibfly adapted— ^ho perfown^icc is juft over, 
and you will conclude I am never abfent. As much 
fts Idettfl fatigue and inconvenience, I would Tide 
forty miles in the wind -and rain to be prefent at a 
performance of the Mefikh in London, under the 
conddft of Haftdel*-^I remember it there — He had 
in' hundred kiftroments* and fifty voices ! O how 
magnificent the foil eboruflcs. 

But to return to the prefent feafon, and my firft 
obfervation — thefe -holydays enable me to *pay 
my debts to all my kind correfpondents, which 
tfataigh no great proof of my feeiwg wbriftian* fe, at 
atleaft, an itoftantfcof my being ^hofeeft, gratfe- 
fulfeilow, which is a neceffary requifucto makeonc. 

Ilik* 
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I like your lines on the death of your little 
fon very well — but (hould be glad to fee better, 
which you promifed to fend me, from the hand 
of one of ytftif p fcpils. 

I naDemBer I (satrtufr brother P*~- ~ % fome 
verfes on the death of his firft child — a beautiful 
girt ? ind'2 grt&f favourite of mine— I have no co- 
py of them which I am now forry for— -arid, 1 fear, 
Poetry even on ,that fubjeft, was too low to jtefertffe 
that gen4em£& Regard— I Kave recovered 'the laft 
ftaiiza. •. .-•-.. . > . . 

: Ye, vir^ns gather choifeft flowers, ! 
Thofe fading beauties iavel 
" . ' . Cotpki build your emblematic Jfafaretf i 9 
x Ardiiftd'h^r lirtfe/gfaVe ! 
#o, fetaft rbfei tejfe fo Tpread 1 
Fdr tifcatity's rafe lies {tale and de&di 

But let us change our fubjedt from grief to joy ! 

\o congratulation oh tffe fcifth r «f jfoitff daughter ! 

^dtir hfeW hip^iAeft ! and-beltete 1ft ilfet ^3o3 3d*. 

tHrte- that %s> whattefr rs, is Kgbt I SdWft flfttfte 
Irtter rhay perhaps iconvty "to feu «y fchfttightt oh 
poetry ih general, >hieh infiy %lclad8**iwadf 
historical pifture of, 

ttearSir, 
Vour yet unknown brother, friend, andfcrvant. 
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LETTER LXXI. 

To Sir William Wolselby, Baronet . 

Jan. 25, 1753. 
Gear Sir, 



I 



WRITE to you in that envycd place London, 
iuppofing you have keptTyour defign of quitting 
Wolfeley-hall the latter end of this month . 

I wrote a long letter at the entrance of Decem- 
ber on the fubjeft of the furprizing widow— and a 
fccond with the fnuflf and book, > which I fent by 
Poet Jones to leave at Wolfeley in his way to Lon- 
don — and no reply from you, though it is quite a 
month fince he failed. 

How could you leave me in this long fufpenfe 
about the latter tranfa&ions of the widow — that 
moft unaccountable widow! fure you mult here 
come to fome clofer explanation— or, at leaft, 
have wrpte to each other— your relationfliip * muft 



* Sir William was at this time privately man-ied to the widow 
•*-but enjoined by her not to demand her to live Jmblickly with 
him as his wife 'till a year was expired . 

introduce 
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introduce that freedom-*-and the emergency of 
your affairs, demand it— I expeft to hear from you , 
. on that fubjeft with fome impatience 



LETTER LXXII. 

To the fame. 

Feb. 23, 1753- 

Dear Sir William, 

W HEN ynill thefe wonders ceafe? when 
arrive at a period? muft every letter encreafe 
my amazement? but what an extenfive piece 
of villainy has your lad of this day laid before 
me! Poi/on .( Forgery ! and a forced marriage! why 
what a complicated fcene of villainy feems now 
opening to us! the behaviour of that ftrangs 
widow was before (as we ufed to ftile iO un- 
accountable /—but methinks I begin now to fee how 
it is to be accounted for — it appears like the com- 
ing tree in the acorn ! this muft be a train of vil- 
lainy laid to attack your fortune! as well as 
charafter ! — I fee it plainly now — but what, and 
who, are the wretches they have fuborned to fup- 
port and execute this black defign ? but we know 
from many inftances there are fuch wretches — this 
brings to my mind the late horrid fcheme laid a- 
gainft Mr. Walpk— you muft have heard how that 
Vol. I O \ was 
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was happily difcovered by Worfdale (a genius in fe- 
vcral lhapcs) who moft artfully worked himfelf in- 
to the intimacies, and intrigues of the incendiaries, 
and then blew them up !— I wifli you knew IVorf- 
dale y or ibme fufch able perfon to do you that kindly 
office; or if one of their bafc inftruments could be 
brought over to honefty, and bribed to betray 
their wicked Schemes, it would be a purchafe worth 
a million ! pray think of this hint, as alfo of the 
eminent danger I fee you are involved in ! for 
fuch people would never have ftepped fo far in 
wickednefs, if they had not well concerted their 
plan, and been provided with emiffaries to execute 
it. Think of this — and I beg you will not fuffcr any 
faving thought to intervene at this dangerous junc- 
ture. Confider, all is ftruck at ! and therefore it 
muft bevigoroufly defended !-*-at the fame time 
permit me to hope that thefe ferious cautions will 
not in the leaft dejeft, or opprefs your fpirits — reft 
affurcd this black ftorm is to be weathered ! and 
fince you have unerring truth for your pilots des- 
pair not of reaching a fafe, and quiet harbour : but 
you muft be, aftive. 

You greatly furprized me by. inferring the name 
of Moreton in .their lift of lawyers againft you — it 
can't furcly be our old friend Moreton juft now 
made Recorder of London / . 

I have 
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I have prcferved your letters, and I doubt not 
"but you have done the fame by mine— particularly 
that copy I left in your hands of the letter I fent 
to this famous widow the morning I left Wolfeley 
— it is material ! if I miftake not, you will find it 
fo— if I am not too vain, I remember it was wfell 

■written you mention in your laft my coming 

over into Staffordfliire on this very bafe occafion — 
there is no length I would not go to do you fervice, 
much more juftice! but I hope to hear in a fub- 
fequent letter I fhall not be wanted, you know how 
I am circumftanced here — my bufinefs is not over 
'till the end of May — but I hope you will not 
doubt every effort in my power to do you juftice ! 
I will encounter every danger in fuch a caufe. 

Your laft letter has determined me in the refo- 
lution to write ; I now think there- is a full fubjedt, 
and that deferves a better hand than mine — who 
knows but we may fight in it too— but fcoundrels 
are below that honour! and the villains in this 
fchettie will require their pupilhment from the pil- 
lory, or the hangman! 

In the former part of this letter I mentioned Mr. 
Walpk's cafe, but I fear there is this difadvantage 
on your fide — he had incendiaries of the low and 
common clafs in'the plot againft him — but you have 
incendiaries of figure of kem'mg fortune - f ay, and of 
O 2 feeming 
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feeming character too ! yours is therefore much 
more dangerous than his. 

I hope this letter will find you in London with 
your able friends about you— pray think of the So- 
licitor General and Sir John Strange— -they are men 
of great ability and Ipirit — but above all I beg you, 
will be careful in the choice of your attorney ; your 
fate will in a great meafure depend on him! he 
fhould be an a&ive fenfible man ! the examination 
of your witneffes, and the crofs-examination of your 
adverfaries, muft all be drawn and pointed in the 
briefs by him for yout lawyers I but, alas ! as this 
vile marriage of yours was done in fecrecy at Col- 
wich church, who are to be your witneffes ? fince I 
find by a bafe artful ftroke, they defign to include 
the reverend Mr. Clements, and his wife (who were 
their true ftaunch friends) and your nepbew y the only 
perfons prefent in the information ; by that dread- 
ful ftroke, I fear they have deprived you of their 
evidence. 

My next letter fhall contain fuch original re- 
marks on the fcandalous charge of poifon— forced 
marriage, and forged contr/ift, as may perhaps be 
of fome nfe to your attorney, and the caufe in 
general — at prefent . I muft take my leave — health 
and goodfpirits attend you — fear nothing, adieu. 
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LETTER LXXIII. 

Tp Charles Lucas, M. D. in London. 

April, j 75p 



Dear Sir, 

JL H E return of your friend Harry Cotting- 
ham brought me the agreeable news of your health, 
, and of your happy fituation in London. Nomair 
in Dublin mourned your mifconduR and abfence 
from Dublin more than I— but, upon rcfleftion, 
I confoled myfelf with the afiurance that, like the 
Phoenix* you would rife glorioufly from your own 
afhes ! I hope I may now fafely congratulate 
you on that period! publickfame has done you 
juftice during your travels by eftablifhing you in 
a laudable profeflion where you cannot fail of 
fuccefs. 

In my correfpondence with my few friends in 
.England (during your banifhment, at the time you 
was the general topic) I did you ample juftice ; I 
loved you— and the bulinefs of this letter will give 
you an.unqueftionable proof of it, fince its tenden- 
cy is to give you an opportunity of fhewing your 
love, to jour country, and of exerting that Patriot 
Jpirit with the utmoft profperity. 

°3 % 
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My friend Richard Griffith, Efq. of Kilkenny, has 
within this year paft, laid out his land and improv- 
ments for the carrying on a large linen-manufatturcy 
in which employment he has happily exerted him- 
felf with the utmoft application ; as a proof of it, 
he has engaged fome of the bed weavers of damajk 
to make a laudable attempt to produce Irijh da- 
made, equal in worth with any imported from Sile- 
Jia: this great effort demands the afliftance of every 
. pcrfon who has the lead fpark of patriot virtue ; 
becaufe, by his proposals, he reduces the prices of 
the Irijh damajk to the foreign ; which, for the cer- 
tainty of the fale, could not by any other means be 
accompliflied — you will," I dare fay, fmile at this 
laft obfervation-— becaufe, fince the fubferiber is to 
, pay nothing for his Patriotifmj perhaps he may the 
eafier be perfuaded to ferve his country. 

Mr. Griffith has met with very great encourage- 
ment from the truftees, and gentlemen of the lin- 
en-board, who are all fubferibers •, and by a late 
motion in his favour in the Houfe of Commons — 
after debates, and with fome difficulty, they gave 
him a fparing vote for one ihoufand pounds ; to en- 
courage his undertaking ; he defires only to fee two 
hundred fubferibers,- as a fufficient number to fe- 
eure him in this great attempt. There will be 
three fets of different prices, to accommodate the 

degrees of fubferibers But as no money is to be 

paid 
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paid — but at the delivery of the goods, it will be 
neceflary for his fake, to have none but perfons of 
real worth in the lift — the names that you will 
pleafe to return us on the enclofed propofal, will 
we reft afTured, be of that clafs. 

You have had, I prefume, frequent accounts 
tranfmitted of our theatrical fuccefs ! and from 
thence that yoOr friend the manager has tranC- 
formed his little inheritance at £)uilca into a palace 
in miniature •, he has alfo purchafed eight hundred 
acres of bog and ftone about it— all of which by 
theatrical art, and Smock; Alley chemiftry, is to 
be transformed into fine arable land, to be an efta- 
blifliment for his younger children. 

I yet live in the hopes of feeing you in the me- 
ridian of your glory in Dublin ; thofe abilities which 
have raifed you to the eminent phyfician in Lon- 
don, muft fufliciently diftinguifh .you here-, that 
would give real pleafurc to your true friends, (in 
that great circle) you will be fure to find. 

Dear Sir, 

Your afFe&ionate, humble fervant." 



O4 LET3 
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LETTER LXXIV. 

To Mifs Barry, 
( With the tranflation of MofcfieurDucloa;) 

Madam, 

Jf\GR°£'EA'BLE to my promife, I herewith 
fend you Monfieur Duclos — who, I dare fay, is a 
fine writer in his own language, and, of courfe, 
has fufifered by his tranflator. 

In the middle of the book you 'will 'find the be- 
ginning of the fecond volume— where are the me- 
moirs of a young nobleman, the part moft calcula- 
ted- to entertain. you; I never met with any thing 
more exaift than his definitions of love ; nor mor$. 
refined than his diftin&ions ; the chara&er of the 
Countefs of Canopies will not fail to pleafe you; 
the young nobleman you will find to turn out the 
accomplifhcd French Coxcomb he confefs himfelf 

to be ; but the Countefs is guarded againft him 

at the dangerous junftore : by the principles of vir- 
tue 5 and when a Widow by reafon and prudence* 



As 
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A* thofe qualities fire your own, I (hall expeft. 
your thanks for introducing her ladyftup to your 

acquaintance, 

I have the honour to remain, 
Madam, • > 

Your obedient Tervant. 



LETTER. LXXV. 

# 

To Mr. Thropjuxlus^wsm. 

June, 1751. 
Dear The. 

X HE return of Mr,D -to Dublin brought 

me the account of your prefent ftate of health, and 
warfare — I wifti I could fay welfare — but, it feems, 
you have ftill the dangerous part of the world to 
combat with — but if your patience be but equal to 
your experience^ I doubt not but the vidtory will 
t>e on your fide— I moll heartily wifh it, and that we 
may. once more meet in arms atPhilippi! 

y But\I .\will honeftly confefs to you the chief met- 
ttive of this hafty letter,.-«*-*It is owing to a hint 
3Mr. D-*~— drcpt in-oiar conversation about yqu 
—that you had fome thoughts of renewing the old 
-attack on Mr. S— ~— , and of -attempting to prevent 
-Mrs. Cihbtr from aSting mother of the Theatres in 
^London!— --^ As: to; the J&rft part relating to the 

gallant, 
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gallant, I mufl: refer that to your better judgment^ 
and the advice of your friends learned in the Jaw- 
but as to the laft' — attempting to prevent her perfor- 
mances in public, I muft beg leave to demur, and 
to offer my reafon for diffuading you from fo dan- 
gerous an enterprize! — you know her popularity, 
not founded on faliion, ov caprice, but on real, un- 
qucftioncd merit in her profeffion, an attempt there- 
fore to deprive the public of fo capital a part of 
their entertainment will undoubtedly end in railing 
their refentment, which mult bring mifchief on 
yourfelf, as you are to appear before that very tri- 
bunal for your future fupport, which can only 
rife from their approbation — therefore nothing is 
plainer than what might be right for you to do in 
a private ftation of life, muft be wrong now, — 
pray think of this ferioufiy, and divefted of paflion, 
and. prejudice. 

No man in London knows the firft affair of Mr. S. 
Mrs. Gibber, and the famous Hopfon (her fervant) 
better than I do. — I knew your injuries — but I alio 
knew your w*obr*/j which occalionedyour mifcondutt 
at the difcovjery of her perfidy ! your paffion for her, 
-your dijlreffed circumftances all combined to drive 
you precipitately into a depreffion below the duty 
of an injured, fpirited, thinking man* that degene- 
rate behaviour, by your adverfaries, and a cenfo- 
rious world, was foon conftrued into the bafe affion 

reported, 
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reported,* and generally believed. I can honeftiy 
afllireyou, I did youjufticein all companies where 
it was the univerfal fubjed but time, that gene- 
ral devoured has not only fwallowed your ftory, 
but a thoufand of that nature, fince that period ; 
how rational it may be for you to revive it, I muft 
fubmit to your better judgment, I can only anfwer 
for myfelf— I am againft > it — but I once more beg 
you will not think of taking any dangerous ftep to 
do yourfelf injury with the public ; which will cer- 
tainly happen if you attempt to obftrudt Mrs Cib- 
ber's appearing as an aftrefs. 

It is at all times dangerous to oppofe the popu- 
lar voice > let me remind you of one inftance rela- 
tive to the point — When this very lady (your wife 
juft then) was caft into the part of Polly— fhe was 
very young, handfome, and an approved good fing- 
er, but particularly adapted for a fine Polly; 
. fhe had every requifite to make the beft Polly that 
had ever appeared— And fo had Mr^Clive for Lucy% 
it would undoubtedly have been a fine entertain- 
ment fo performed— But, Give was then (from her 
many excellent characters in comedy) in the pbf- 
feflion of the public voice— She was difgufted at 
: the thoughts of loofitig Polly, and lodged hef com- 
plaint— what a ftorm was raifed ! but their favo- 
urite, right or wrong, was to be fupported, iho* 
againft judgment and common fenfe. I remember 

I was 
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I was one of your friends that advifed you to give 
it up*- your wife was then new to the ftage, and 
the match, as to popularity, uneqyal - 9 ^nd fo the 
only opportunity of feeing the Beggar's opera in 
perfection was Jpft. 

But I have ity-ed you as well as niyfelf with 

preaching. 

Adieu. 



'LETTER LXXVI. 

To Jobvt Tickell, ILfq. in London, 
flear Sir, 

^T is of tp fmall concern that bufinefs has pre- 
vented xae jrprp writing to ipy agreeable, friend, 
t$& y/?u fo long ago requefted, knpwing you, to.be 
}n k a $ang?rpijs place ibr a man. pf ypyr fprightly 
r£0J£Jl? r jfiBg: temper, ^d (mt °f the Vtrtuq/i\ but, 
-QJfarw zndDcdfley will prove to you mod: attrac- 
ijjyc^p^y renumber you hzvc a large library at 
sWWiftPz boufe at Glqffneven* and of the bpft c^o- 
ifcji bftpfes in Ireland. As you had a good fa$htr, 
^ajpa^ggd 8#P, apda poet pf the firft ckls ; xhere- 
^pre be .a liberal ^^i;r^r, bjat a Sparing $mbfif&. , 

I own 
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I own I have imbibed fo much Irifh patriotijm to 
deteft that hafty, fliameful preference given by all 
the people of this country to the manufactures of 
London ; if there is a fmall difference, at prefent, 
in the commodities, it difcovers a total Want of 
that fdiriot fpirit which every horieft man ought 
to have for his country^ if he lays out his money 
becaufe he would be faftiionable, and follow a bafe 
cuftom; there are fharpers and bad workmen 
among the tradefmen in L6ndon •, and you may be 

accommodated with every thing here, much mbre to 
your convenience— You fee 1 take the frefcdom of 
an old man as well as an tfld friend, 

And affe&kfliate fcrvant. 



LETTER LXXVI1. 
To Do&or Lucas, at Bath. 

*752- 



Dear Sir, 



1 



HAD the pleafure of your very kind reply to 
my letter, which brought you to me in the fame 
amiable light you have lived in .my memory— but 
1 am td conclude from a gentle reproof in your 
letter, that I was a little tob warm in fome of my 
expreffions,' or you fomething too nice. If you met 

a friend 
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a friend you really loved, after a long abfence, 
would not you be hurt by a cold addrefs ? As 
that was my firft letter to you in fuch a fituation, 
was not my zeal natural ? fyrely it was — Why 
fhould I flatter you ? believe me every fentiment 
relative to you came from my heart — a place where 
compliments never inhabit. 

I am concerned to find you are fo great a complai- 
nant as to be in danger of turning a mifanthrqpbe ! 
who are the men that have been fo inhuman to 
forget and negleft you at this critical jun&ure ? 
point them out ; name them ; by that means we 
fhall fee whether they are to blame, ox you \ for if 
we are too hafty and heedlefs in our alliances with 
mankind, the produft muft be ingratitude ; even 
affe&ion, when not contained within proper bounds, 
fails not to produce the fame effeft as hatred, and 
frequently meets with the fame returns* This 
leads me to an opinion I have long fince entertained, 
and am very near being confirmed in, that inftances 
of real misfortune are very rarely to be found; 
and that in ninety-nine cafes in every hundred fo 
called, the right name is mifconduS 9 and not mif- 
fortune. The mariners feem to me to be the men 
moft liable to real misfortune, and even there more 
than half fuffer through mifconduS — a want of 
judgment to fee and guard againft the coming 
ftorm, or an obftinacy to weather it. 

All 
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All men of an entcrprifing temper, are liable to 
mifconduft; and moft men of genius who have 
their fortunes to make, muft of eourfe be enter- 
prifing ; but whether am I wandering ? It looks 
as if I was bringing you to the bar of friendfhip — 
to be plain then, and to fpeak the truth, I know 
it is in your power to make your fortune with ho- 
nour to yourfelf, you are in the right way if you 
will perfevere — go on, andprofper; for if Pope's 
doftrine be true — that whatever is, is right ; why 
then it is plain your way is marked through ad- 
versity to fortune and happinefs. 

I was fo very hecdlefs to forget to enclofe Mr. 
Griffith's propofal in my laft letter, which I now 
do, having an opportunity offending to you by a 
fafe hand. You will find three different forts, 
prices and columns, for the different fubferibers. 
Some of the damafk will be ready the latter end of 
this fummer, but whether all the fubferibers can 
be fupplied 1 cannot fay. I hope to have another 
letter from Bath, and beg you will write to me at 
your return to London, becaufe I will take the 
liberty of introducing fome of my friends to you 
there, as the only method left me at this diftance 
to fhew the rclpeft with which I am, 

Dear Sir, 

Your faithful friend and fervant. 
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S 



Dear Sir, 



LETTER LXXVIII. 

To Mr. Spranger Barry. 

Auguft, 1753. 



I NCE 1 well know you are an unaccounta- . 
ble man (and indeed you have fo confefied under 
your hand) I will not treat you as a culprit — but 
taking it for granted you have a patent for treating 
all mankind with ntgleft> I fhall, as you fee, pay 
my refpe&s to it, and follow the real bent of my 
inclination, which is to love, and forgive you for 
ftiy (hart* 

I have a little fylph that whifpers me we fhall 
yet pafs fome agreeable hours together— but where, 
and how, is. a fecrct not yet divulged ; at prefent, 
the beft part of my agreeable, philofophical hours, 
here, are fpent in College-green, with my worthy 
friend Dottor Barry) with whom I fup every Sun- 
day evening through the year •, you may guefs that 
you are often our favorite fubjeft— and fome late, 
very whimfical accounts of you have afforded us 
matter of (peculation j however, you know at all 
events, we are your fait friends. It was at ~D$ftor ~ 

Barrfs 
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Barry'% table, I firft had the pleafure of meeting 
with the bearer of this letter, Mr. Angelo^ whom I 
recommend to your acquaintance, as a gentleman 
from whom you will receive both pleafure and ad- 
vantage — He is a complete mailer of the fciences, 
a*id you will find him, in every refpeft, an accom- 
plifhed, honeft'maiv; obferve me, I expeft your 
thanks for introducing this gentleman to you, and 
defire you will receive him as a proof of that efteem 
with which I am, 

Your real friend, 

And fervant. 



LETTER LXXIX. 

To Mr. Dodsliy, Bookfeller, in London. 

Dublin, Auguft, 1753. 



My dear Dodfley, 



M 



Y worthy friend Mr. Tickellis juft arrived 
here, and at our firft interview he gave me the plea- 
fure of hearing him fpeak very advantageoufly of 
you. He tells me, Sir William Wolfeley has but 
very lately apprifed you of my intention to be in- 
debted to your care for the printing and publishing , 
a work I have juft finifhed 5 you have I prefume, 
Vol. I P heard 
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heard of the fubjeft— It has (Welled to three hun- 
dred pages in manqfeript of a quarto fize, which 
perhaps will make about the fame number in oc- 
tavo. 

I would have it printed on my account, ap I 
take it for granted, you (and any London book- 
feller) would think me ftark mad, if they heard 
the value 1 fet on the copy, I fuppofc you will 
fix the price at two ihillings unbound, if it will 
bear fix-pence more, fo much the better. I would 
have three thoufand printed off in the firft impref- 
fion ; I dont doubt you think that number pre- 
pofterous — but you are to take this into confidera- 
tion, that all other new books have the curiofity 
of the public to raife, but that difficulty is con- 
quered already, and not only London, but every 
county in England is full of expectation * as it is 
the moft unparalelled ftory, founded on faffs, that 
ever appeared fince the creation, 

I (hall fend the copy by a fafe hand to you, and 
j defire Sir William Wolfeley (as it is written at his re- 
queft) to apply to you for a fight of it, becaufe it 
may be necefTary for him to get feme able friend 
of his at the bar to look it carefully over, that no 
offence may be given to the forms of lew j but I 
defire the copy may be delivered to no one but Sir 
William in perfon, The paper and type I fhall 

leave 
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leave to your choice, only remember the affidavits 
muft be in Italics. 

I know you to,be an honeft man— and in this cafe, 

I expeft anddefire, that you deal with me as a man 

of bufinefs which admits of no compliment. If 

you have any doubts about the fuccefs of the fale, 

and of its being able to pay the expence of printing 

and publifhing, let me know it, and I will give 
you any fecurity in London ; for my own part, I 

ihall think myfelf fufficiently obliged to you, for 
your care and trouble on this occafion ; as the cor- 
redting the prefs muft fall to your fhare ; that fa- 
vour will lay me under an infinite obligation, 
which I fhall gratefully acknowledge whenever you 
think proper to command the fervice, 

Of your friend and fervant. 



LETTER. LXXX. 

To Mrs. Irwik.- 



Madam, 



1 



W E*N T this morning with your brother the 

do£tor, to Lewis's to fee two unfinilhed p.i&ures of 

Colonel Irwin and his Lady— I gave my opinion of 

them to the painter — I was pleafed with the Colo- 

P 2 ncFs 
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nePSj and think Lewis will work it into a gdod like- 
nefc, and a fine pidture; but I was inftantly 
charmed with yours; if I did not know the fafe 
judicious hand of the painter, I fhould beg that the 
face might be touched no more, leaft that advan- 
tageous likenefs, that fine, right expreflion ihould 
be diminifhed, and (as I have often feen in many 
inftances) painted away •, but I expeft to fee he 
will improve what he has fo greatly begun, and 
make it what it promifes to be, the beft picture he 
has painted in Dublin, 

I was curious enough to inquire after the in* 
tended decoration of that picture ; and how great 
was my furprife to hear that the fine thinking face 
I was gazing at, that Madona was to be difgraced 
by exhibiting a piece of lace to public view — I 
beg that your thumb may be enclofed in a folded 
book, and you fuppofed to be thinking on fome 
paflage you had juft before been looking at ; pray 
let it be a book, if it is but a mufic-book. 

Doftor Barry was fo good to acquaint me laft 
night with the kind reception the Colonel and you 
gave to my requeft in favour of poor, banifh£d 

Mifs D to Edinburgh. Your brother this 

morning mentioned Lady Dorothy Primrofe as a 
lady of fpirit and good nature, that, at your re- 
queft would give her marks of favour and protec- 
tion 
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tion. As to her merits as an aftrefs, they are 
good judges, and will I doubt not, reward her 
to her deferts ; but the countenance of fome lady 
of diftinftion (as you know fhe was honoured with 
many here) would make her truly happy. I heard 
laft night at fupper the Colonel mentioh a Captain 
M . I would, by no means, have a recom- 
mendation to any gentleman, it might be at- 
tended with difadvantageous confequence to her 
as a ftranger. Gentlemen are inclined to think 
lightly of aftreffes, and often with too much reafon. 
We have Tent with her a careful good female fer- 
vant that has lived with us many years, and that 
loves her, which was all the afliftance we could 
give — believe me, Madaip, I am only anxious for 
her fafety, and that (he may efcape cenfure, as Ihe 
is only gone there for one feafon, to try her powers 
for capital chara&ers. 

Pleafe to make my compliments to your agree-' 
able Colonel^ and tell him I will not fail to fend Bob 
Crone to receive his commands for copying DoSlor 
Barry's two fine Italian pictures. 

I am, Madam, 

Your moft obliged, 

Obedient fervant. 
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LETTER LXXXI. 

To the Author of the Trifler, No. 6. 
SIR, 



I 



T was not in the power" of the elegant fenti- 
ments, the well adapted quotations and allufions in 
that paper, to compenfate for the real regret and 
concern I felt at reading your refolution to retire, 
though from an ungrateful public. 

I have read that paper with as much attention as 
pleafure j and efteem it equal in merit with the 
beft of the Spectators and Guardians. 

If, as you have obferved the preceding num- 
bers, were written by other hands, you have be- 
haved moft malicioufly to write with fuch fuperiour 
force, at fo provoking a junfture, and to give us, 
at the fame inftance, a proof of your fuperiour abi- 
lities for fo great an undertaking, and want of 
philofophy to perfevere and conquer. 

I have the happinefs of an intimacy with two or 
three men of genius in this city * and will not 
doubt their concurrence to aid and affift the inge- 
nious 
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nious author of No. 6, to continue the combat 
with Vice and Ignorance — It is much too foon to 
admit defpair — You fhould confider every mortifi- 
cation, and every pang your Vanity may feel, as an 
addition to your Virtue. 

I am, Sir, 

( though unknown, ) 

, Your obliged humble fervant; 



LETTER LXXXII. 

To Mifs Knight, in Loqdon. 

Dublin, 1 Jan. 1754; 



1 



Madam, 



F amongft the large acquaintance which a lady 
of your vivacity and fortune muft have contrafted 
in London, you have ever met with that odd being 
called an author ! you may have obferved, when a 
work of his was going to the prcfs, not only his own 
attention was abforbed in that point, but he expec- 
ted the thoughts of all mankind fhould be em- 
ployed on the fame important fubjeft. 

Now though I will not confefs fo large a (hare 

of vanity, — yet as I have been fo importantly em- 

? 4 ployed 
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ployed ever lince the arrival of your laft agreeable 
letter, I hope it will plead my excuife for deferring 
fo long my acknowledgement of that favour. 

I prefume you have heard fome few particulars 
of the ftrange fubjeft I had to write on, from my 

filler P , and others in London— and that the 

fcene of aftion opened during my refidence atWolfe- 
ly-hall in thefummer 1752 — that as a principal evi- 
dence for Sir William Wolfdy^ I was obliged to go 
over into Staffbrdfhire in the April following to 
make my affidavit, which I did — and returned thro* 
Wales to Holyhead, and was at home again in fix 
days — before, and fince that period 1 have received 
a volume of letters from Sir William, and other 
gentlemen in, that neighbourhood, to perfuade m$ 
to write a narrative of that ftrange, ftrange ftory, 
but from a natural diffidence of my own abilities, 
and my averfion to trouble, I fhould certainly have 
cledined it, if the rational afiurance of profiting by 
it had not prevailed — it found me agreeable amufe- 
ment for the whole fummer — and as I advanced in 
the work, it gave me more pleafurc than I expedted. 

Your news-papers informed you of Sir William's 
vanquifhing his enemies in the Court of King's Bench) 
and overthrowing the moft wicked, iniquitous plan 
for his deftru&ion that ever was formed by the 
blackeft fet of formidable incendiaries ; when the 
book appears I hope it will meet with your appro- 
bation. 

Our 
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Our city of Dublin, in the parliament winters, 
ufed to be the aflembly of all the people of figure 
and fortune in the kingdom, who have had nothing 
to do here thefe thirty years pad, but the govern- 
ment bufinefs, and purfuing their ,pleafures — but 
this winter a very ftrange thing called Patriotifm 
has appeared ; and as violent an oppofition in the 
houfe of commons, as ever was known in England, 
to the meafures of government ; which has drove 
the whole people into the moft outrageous fpirit 
of party ever known in this kingdom — the confe- 
quence I fear will be fatal to many of thefe patriots ; 
for the King, no doubt, will fupport his viceroy ; 
and all within the power of government have loft 
their places, and penfions — a lofs, I dare fay, they 
will have leifure to be forry for. This, you will 
fuppofe, has been very detrimental to all public 
diverfions, and the Theatre has greatly fuffered 
by thefe commotions — even the Woffington (your 
favourite) has loft her influence, and has the miC- 
fortune to exhibit to empty boxes; fuch is the fate 
of all fublunary things ! Even I am likely to be 
a fuffeier by the accident, for though I am as high 
as ever in his Grace of Dorfet's favour, yet this 
outrageous commotion of ftate may obftruft the 
Duke's intention to provide for me. 

My old friend Dubourg left this place for Eng- 
land, fix or feven weeks ago, and carried with 

him 
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him a large packet of papers for Mrs. P~ % 

and an Irifli poplin, as a prefent from me, which 
I hear was feized, with other prefcnts to the value 
of fifty pounds, at Parkgate ; but as no man has 
more intereft in London than Dubourg, I hope he 
will be able to recover them. I beg, my dear 
Madam, when you favour me with your next let- 
ter, you will not fail to fend me your candid 

opinion of my niece Molly P -, who, I hear, 

is fo happily in your favour as to be taken to Bath 
znATtmbridg^ as weli as introduced, by you, into 
the mod polite aflemblies ; as I am fure lhe is bleft 
wfth an engaging perfon— this great advantage 
muft bid fair for accomplifhmettts y without which 
even Beauty has little force. You know my paf- 
fion for that dear girl, therefore indulge me with 
her pi&ure drawn by you. 

I am forry my letter is extended to fo great a 
length,' being unwilling to part with you fo foon— 
another {hall prove the truth of it, and with what 
fincerity 1 remain, 

Dear Madam, 

Your obliged, dbedient Servant. 
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LETTER LXXXIII. 

To the Lord S- — • 
My Lord, 

OUR Lordfliip has more than once dellred 
my opinion of the new tragedy of Philocka^ and 
though I have great diffidence in afluming the 
character of the critic, and reluftance to difpraife, 
yet your Lordfhip's requeft is fuperiour with me 
to thofe obje&ions; and, therefore, I fliall give 
my free fentiments of that, it feems, applauded 
performance. 

I think the ftory intereftirig — but it has fallen 
into the hands of a young man who has a greater 
poverty of imagination, and the true poetic genius, 
than I ever yet met with — the plan, (though 
pleafing, (at lead the three firft a&s) is yet fo ir- 
regular, as to the unities, that it would diigrace 
criticifm to make the attack there — and, I muft 
obferve, where we meet with fo fliameful a breach 
of them, as in this play, we muft have many 
ftriking gbeauties to make atonement; and now, 
my dear Lord, let us enquire after them-— Is it the 

propriety 
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propriety of the charafters ? No— many of them 
are abfurd. Is it the fentiment ? No. Is it in the 
di&ion ? No, by Heaven ! for fuch real fimpli- 
city of ftile I never yet met with ; who would 
believe that the principal chara&er in the play, 
(Pbikcles) in the firft capital fcene, fhould make 
ufe of the following poor, low, common profaic 
phrafe- 

" Then I am glad of it with all my foul." 

At the end of the fecond aft, a meflenger enters fo 
like thofe in Chronon, and the Rehearfal 

" Bright Princefs, her Majefty, the Queen, 
" Hath fent me to invite you to a banqtiet." 

Again with the King and his Viceroy- 

" I wifli, my Lord, Pd known of this before : 
" Had you told me you had no other caufe 
" For your retirement, than fuch an oracle, 
" E'er this I would have taught you to defpife it.** 

Is it not ftrange that fuch wretched, lame, pal- 
pable paffages as thefe fhould efcape the notice of 
a judicious friend ? or even the aftors, who were 
to fpeak, Or hear them fpoken ? efpecially as my 
friend, Mr. Barry, ftands complimented in the 
preface for his judgment in the conftderable altera- 
tions, which, I dare fay, were confutable, as the 

author 
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author was his friend and countryman— a young 
gentleman of the temple. 

But to keep up to my ufual candour, I muft 
make one quotation which would do credit to any 
young author— a fpeech of the amorous Queen's 
in the opening of the fecond aft— — • 

" We fliall be Weft beyond conception's reach ! 

" Under the happy veil of thy difguife, 

4< With moft unbounded freedom we may love, 

" And give a loofe to every tender joy ! 

u No dull referve fliall damp our fprightly blifs ! 

" No apprehenfion hang upon our thoughts, 

" But free as nature, uncontrouPd, we'll fove, 

" When p'er the earth night fpreads her fable veil, 

«* To fcreen the blufhes of confenting love !" 

And yet there are fome little inaccuracies in this 
fpeech — there are three lines end with the word 
love, and in one place but an intervening line. 
Then follows 

" And in the wildernefs there is a cave." 

A miferable line, I am forry for— but thefe little 
blemifhes ftruck off, that whole fpeech might be 
called true landfcape painting. 

I prefume, by this time, your LfOrdlhip plainly 
perceives my opinion of this performance — As to 
the applaufe that was given to it, I have ceas'd to 

wonder 
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wonder after what I heard were beftowed on Jones's 
Earl of Effexj which, though patronized by two 
noble Lords, is furely contemptible writing, 

I remain, 

Your Lordlhip's moft obedient fervant. 



LETTER LXXXIV. 

To Mr. Love, at Limerick, Manager of the 
Summer Company in that City. 

July, 1754. 
SIR, 

X H A D the unexpefted concern of reading your 
very melancholly account of the fad profpedt be- 
fore you, by the difappointment of four aftors, 
who, as they deftroy themfelves by their mifcon- 
duft, muft, of courfc, do injury to thofe they are 
connefted with — in this dilcmmajw# defire me either 
to affift you by forwarding the above mentioned men, 

OR ANY OTHERS. 

Npw, Sir, to fhew you at one ftroke, my regard 
for your welfare, I went directly to the Turners, 
and after fixing on the blocks, I gave directions for 

the 
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the turning four players for your prefent purpofc, • 
and have had the names of thofe you, want, Lay- 

field, Cunningham, Elrington and C , fixed on 

the faid blocks ; by the power of tranfmigration they 
are alfo invcftigated with the qualities of thofe 
they reprefcnt. You will find that called La$ficl& y 
an honeft, jovial fellow, who will hurt nobody but 
hinrfelf. Cunningham^ block has fome comic hu- 
mour in it r and therefore for fear of fpoiling that 
good quality, 1 made the turner leave it nnfinifhed. 
That called Joe Elrington is very like him, a grave, 
majeftic looking man, addi&ed to melancholly — if 
you fhould mifs him at any time, you will find him 
in the chimney corner, looking like one of the 
Stuarts in exile. That called C , is to all in- 
tents and purpofes the very man — He was begot 
by a pedling Jew on the body of a (trolling adtrefs, 
from the father he derives his dextrous art of deal- 
ing in Kerry ftones— and from his mocher his love 
to the ftage. He will be of this ufe to your com- 
pany, befides that of a good prompter ; he is fure 
to pick the pockets of the adtrefles by trinckets and 
falfe jewels — but then they get it all from him again 
by his intrigues, bail-bonds, &c. &c. . 

Thefe are all under the care of different carriers, 
and will be with you foon after this letter. I hope 
to have your thanks for the trouble I have given 
tfiyfelf; and the fervice they will do you, if pro- 
perly 
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pcrly employed— I will be bound for them, thty 
will neither defert nor mifbehave; 



As to Dublin news, I am daily employed in N 
cleaning the Augaean (table, and am determined to 
fliew you as complete a Theatre as any you ever 
faw in London. Some days ago I figned articles 
with two painters, Carver and Clay — this agreement 
was made by Mr. Lewis, and I am quite fatisfied 
With the men. 

'Till I have the pleafure of feeing you, at the 
approaching feafon, in Dublin— Health and fucceli. 

Yours, &c. 



LETTER LXXXV. 

To M. D. Efq. 
My dear Friend,- 



I 



HEp''^ letter juft received from Lon- 
don, that yptfprfe in forrow. No point of diftrefs, 
in this life, in my imagination, is more fharp ;han 
what a fond parent fuffers by the lofs of a favourite 
child 5 and ftill more afflifting when loft by afts 

of 
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of difobedience, than death — but you will fup- 
pofe I have taken up my pen to alleviate the pangs 
you muft feel on this occafion ; having found it 
among the many errors of human nature, that we 
are too apt to affift our evil genius, by magnifying 
our misfortunes* and making them appear greater 
than they really are. 

It muft be of fervice to you, my dear friend} 
to go upon this enquiry — Your daughter has com- 
mitted an aft of difobedience, by marrying with- 
out your confent, or knowledge; this aft ion, where 
the fond parent is rich, and carefully providing 
. for the future welfare of an only child, is a moft 
afflifting circumftance •, this is granted — Well, but # 
though fome part of your exalted hopes are gone, 
is your child wholly loft ? that is the important 
queftion remaining — has Ihe married a man of an 
infamous charafter? a man bred to no profeflion ? 
If lhe has been fo unhappy, why then you muft 
take her home to you again (after fhe has felt fome 
of the mifejy lhe has wedded, and is become a 
true penitent) with all her folly on her head 5 but if . 
(he has not been fo indifcreet, and what report fays, 
be true — that ihe is married to^a handfome young 
man of fcience, and a proficient, and one you made 
a frequent vifitor in your houfe, which is a proof of 
-his having a fair charafter : If thefe particulars 
are fafts, I Iho^M really be inclined to hope, that 
Vol. I. Q^ good 
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good may arife out of this difagreeable evil, and, 
after a little time employed to wear out the 
refentment, contra&ed by this aft of difobedicnce y 
that you will behave like yourfelf— a good father I 

Permit me, my friend, to tell you a (hort ftory, 
a little fimilar to this occafion : A certain very 
worthy, fcnfible Lorti, very near you, had the 
mortification to hear that one of his daughters 
was married to his coachman, an honeft man, 
who had been fome years in his family — As foon 
as his Lordfliip heard it, he fent for his daughter 
into his clofet, and*charged her with it-^the young 
Lady fell on her knees, and confeffed her crime*— . 
Her father (with great compofure) told her, he 
hoped fhe had confidered well before (he took fo 
extraordinary a ftep, and fully determined to adapt 
her conduit and future life to the condition of her 
hufband ; and with that gentle admonition fhe 
withdrew, and John was fent for, who, you will 
fuppofe, appeared before his Lord with all thofe 
palpatations and tremblings that became fo great 
a culprit — but his mafter foon told him, as his 
daughter was no girl, bethought her moll to blame 
in this affair, fince it muft be of her promoting; 
and fi nee Ihe could forget her birth, her educa- 
tion, and fortune, and facrificc all to be his wife, 
he thought the temptation too great for him to 
withftand, land therefore (added this noble phi- 

lofopher) 
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lofopher) I have fent for you to tell you what I 
will do, John — becaufe you are my fon-in-law, 
think not I will attempt to make you, what nature 
has forbid, a gentleman / No — I will take a pro- 
per houfe for you, give you two good coaches, 
and a fet of good horfes, with five hundred pounds 
to fet the wheels a going ; and let me hear that 
you behave like an honed man, and a good huf- 
band. 

I have been well informed this happy couple 
live, at this time, at the upper end of the Hay. 
market — that the man is rich with a good cha- 
radter, and the wife happy, and the mother of 
fix children. 

I am, dear Sir, 

Your faithful friend and fervanfc 



LETTER LXXXVI. 

To Henry Brooke, Efq. Author of Gut 
tavus Vafa. 



1 



Dear Sir, 



Auguft, 1754; 



HAD your favour this morning — your ob- 
fervation is juft— Party is too ready to oppofe, 
and Malice to misinterpret — and you muft un- j 
Q^ 2 doubtcdly 
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doubtedly fteer as dear as poflible ot tbofe dan- 
gerous rocks ! 

I would have the antiquity and utility of the 
ftage illuftrated j, and that it is the ambitiop of the 
prefent managers, to make the Irifh Theatre vie * 
with any that have been, or that now exift — that 
it fhall be their chief care to fupport its dignity* 
as a national honour. 

I would not have the word Party introduced, 
or jheleaft notice that it ever pcep'd its ugly head 
into the Theatre, becaufe the Patriots, andfprightly 
bucks will take it as a reproach on themfelyes: — 
or if not on them, on the late manager, which. 
you, as well as I, would carefully avoid. 

I have taken fo much pains and care (to fay 
nothing of the expenfe) in the repairing and or- 
namenting the Theatre (which is a thing you know 
depends chiefly on tafte) that I hope to fhew you 
the moft complete, elegant play-houfe in the three 
s kingdoms. 

As there are fach great alterations and improve- 
ments in the Theatre, and as the condudt is in 
new h^nds, I think a new prologue, at the own- 
ing will riot .only be expe&ed, but acceptable ; 
and, therefore, I am right in my application, by 

way 
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*ray of obtaining a good one. Your polite man- 
ner in complying with my requeft, adds very 
much to the obligation conferred on, 

Dear Sir, 

Your obedient, humble fervant. 



LETTER LXXXVII. 

To Mr, Spranger Barry, in London. 

Sept. 19, 1755, 



i 



Dear Sir, 



AM extremely glad to find by Mr. Sowdetts 
laft letter, that the negociation between you (which 
has taken up as much time as the congrefs at Aix 
2a Chapel) is at laft compleated, and that I {"hall 
have the happinefs of renewing that friendfhip 
with you, which was Warmly begun in 1746. 

I can allure you, no people fince the creation 
were ever fb well prepared to receive an aftor, with 
univerfal apptaufe, as the good Hibernians of 
Dublin are, to congratulate the return of Mr. 
Barry; and, indeed, as^your own terms are com- 
plied with, how weak are all the dbje&ions that 
can be offered to your leaving London! 'What! 
0^3 that 
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that your place may befuppHed — by whom i they pay 
you a wry ill compliment who fay that. Believe 
me, as novelty is the very foul of all public enter- 
tainments, an angel of a performer will cloy, and 
have the mortification to perform to empty benches, 
if he continues too long on the fame fpot ; I have 
iecn many inftances of this ; therefore abfcncewill 
convince them of your fuperior qualifications, and 
when they have been difagreeably entertained with 
untuneable voices, they will languilh for your 
harmony, and make your return a moll defirable 
circumftance. 

Mr. Sowden, in a late letter, mentioned a fum- 
fner s expedition—li that gentleman had fufiiciendy 
confidcred the conftitution and prefcnt fituation of 
the Irijb Theatre-Royal, he would be far from of- 
fering it fo much difrefpeft, as by that motion. 
If fuch an adventure had been propofed by Mr. 
Sheridan, and Mrs. fFoffington to either of the Lon- 
don Theatres — pray how would it have been re- 
ceived ? If this Theatre is capable of. paying the 
fame, if not larger falaries, than thofe in London, 
has it not a natural right to the fame performers? 
and confequently to the fame refpeft% 

It has been faid by fome weak obferver, that 
Booth, V/ilks, or Cibber, never came to Ireland •, 
they did not moft certainly when managers, nor 

did 
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did they ever go to Bartholomew Fair ! for that 
Place and this were in thofedays in much the fame 
eftimation for their dramatic performances ! but 
time has produced many fuch changes — and this 
theatre which now vies with London, may very 
foon prove a powerful rival ! 

I take it for granted that your performance here 
will prove the truth of this bold aflertion, and 
give real fatisfa&ion to all true lovers of this 
country ; and to none more than to your very fin- 
cere friend and fervant, 



LETTER LXXXVIIL 

Tohis Grace the Duke of Dorfet, in London, 

Sept. 1754, 



My Lord, 



T. 



HOUGH I had the frequent honour of amuf- 
ing your grace at the caftle of Dublin, laft winter 
in fome of your retired hours — the appearing thus 
before you, demands an apology for the intrufion 
—but if this addrefs Ihould have the good fortune 
to come to your hands in your retirement from 
public bufinefs, and (hould contain the leaft a- 
mufement, I reft afiured it will procure my par- 
don. 

Q 4 I remem- 
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I remember yoiir grace was informed before 
your departure, *hat the management of the theatre 
was in my hands : — the late manager's affairs de- 
manded the loan of two thoufand pounds whioh I 
was to raife for him— for which his wardrobe, and 
the leafes of both theatres were to be mortgaged — 
and by another deed he fet them to me for two 
years, paying him five pounds every night of per- 
formance. Mr. Sowden (an a&or here who came 
hither with the hopes of being a joint* manager 
with Mr. Sheridan) having one thoufand pounds 
for that purpofe, I have taken him as my colleague 
— i — and thus, my lord, this affair was compleated 
on the firft day of June laft — Mr. Sowden went 
off for London immediately to engage adtors for 
the approaching feafon, and left me to repair and 
. diredt the theatre, which was greatly wanted* 

When I waited on Mrs. Woffington to take my 
leave, at h^r fetting out for London — I told her I 
thought it for her intereft as well as ours, that fhe 
fhould be engaged next winter there — but I found 
the lady greatly chagrined at the difappointmeht 
of not receiving propofals from me — at which I 
told her — as fhe would find Mr. Sowden in Lon- 
don, if it was her defire to return, whatever terms 
they agreed on fhould have my hearty concurrence; 
I have heard from him that they met on that oc- 
cafion — but on the lady's declaring fhe expe&ed 
the fame Salary fhe received from Mr. Sheridan 

(eight 
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(eight hundred pounds) he very wifely got rid of the 
fubjedt as faft as he could — and indeed, my lord* 
though no man has a higher fenfe of that lady's fu- 
periour and cxtenfive merit than I have, yet that 
great falary cannot be given even to her the fourth 
feafon! becaufe novelty is the very fpirit and life 
of all public entertainments— and to . fucceed the 
(bene muft be changed. 

We have accordingly engaged Mr. Barry and 
Mifs NoJiter 9 and Mrs. Gregory the new aftrefs 
that appeared with fuch fuctefs laft winter at Co- 
vent-Garden theatre — thofe three, with three others 
of the middling fort, with two capital .dancers, are 
all our importation this feafon. 

Mr. Sheridan fets out for Lbndon this freeJc, 
having employed all his fumhicr in the country 
in writing his book on education, and his acade- 
mical projeft — It will, at lead, do him thisfervice, it 
will prove him a fcholar, and ojae who has know- 
ledge in the branches of education. 

The Englifti news papers have engaged him as 
an aftor at the theatre in Coven t- Garden* — but he 
never had any fuch intention: — All he propofes is 
to make choice of whatever theatre Mrs, Woffington 
is engaged in — as he will then have an opportunity 
of reviving the UHfJes — the Pb*dra— and Brookfs 

Effex—>on Jhares they would be new in London, 

and 



Digitized by 



Google 



a$4 ORIGINAL LETTERS. 

and in which they are both of mutual advantage 
to each other. 

As to myfelf— I (hall take every ftep that pru- 
dence can dircft to obftruft that mnfter party from 
putting his ugly head again into the theatre ! the 
lord mayor ele3 (alderman Baily) is my friend; and 
I have already had medals (truck for his lordfbip 
and the Jberiffs, by which I hope to fecure their 
prefence at every performance : — but as I have the 
pleafure of alluring your grace that the monjtcr 
is in a very declining ftate, I hope very fhortly to 
fend an account of his death and burial ! 

That your grace may return in health and happi- 
nefs to this kingdom the wirtied-for viceroy ; and 
that I may have the honour, as the eftablifhed lau- 
reat, to fing the I. O. P<can to that triumph ! is 
the fervent prayer of, 

My Lord, 

Your grace's truly devoted and 
obliged fervant. 
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LETTER. LXXXIX. 

To Philo Dramaticus. 

Oftober, 1754. 
SIR, 

X H AD your favour of the firft inftant— and tho* 
theprefent perplexity of my fituation (being at the 
head of a company in which there are feveral un- 
difciplined recruits) would fufficiently apologize 
for my filence to letters from incognito's, yet there 
is fomething lingular in yours that demands an 
anfwer. 

There are three gentlemen now with us (two of 
them from England) of fome promife as to figure 
and falhion, that are come to try their theatrical 

fortunes -as we have them before us — we can 

very foon form ajudgment as to their requifites—<~- 
without a good perfon, and a fine clear, ftrong, 
voice — all the judgment in the world will avail little 
to form the hero ! but with thofe bleflings the road 
to fuccefs may be fhort and eafy. 

Give me leave to obferve to you that nothing is 
more common in life than for people to miftake 
inclination for genius! 1 would therefore ad vife you to 

hold 
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hold up to yourfelf the moft faithful mirror you can 
meet with ;— if you are bleft with the neceffary re- 
quifitesy and the impulfe to this intended enterprize 
arifes from real genius, reft aflured you will not 
fail of meeting with encouragement from the public! 
and then a welcome reception from the managers is 
a fure and certain confequence. 

When you pleafe to be more explicit, you may 
depend on a proper reply from 

Sir, yours &c. 



LETTER XC. 

To Sackville Bale, Efq. private Secretary 
to his Grace the Duke of Dorfet, 

March, 1755. 
SIR, 

J[ HAD the favour of your traafporting letter \ 
and thank you for the polite manner in which you 
have conveyed my happinefs •!* but the overflow* 
ings of my grateful heart to ti^e noble author can- 
not be exprefied by words, nor contained in the 
narrow bounds of this paper ! it is now no fmallde* 

. *At the Duke's requeft hisMajefty had fixed me on (he 
Iriik eftabliihment. 

lfght 
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light to me to boaft my miniature drawing of his 

grace— twenty-feven years ago it was inferted 

in a congratulatory poem I had the honour to pre- 
font to the late Prince of Wales oq his arrival 
in London, in the year 1718, in which I endeavor- 
ed to draw the charafters of the leading nobilit y 
the happy lines are tfcefe 

" A love of learning, and a judgment clear— 
cc An elegance refin'd-r-a foul fincere— 
" In one bright view th' accomplifh'd Duke we fee ! 
" Thefe are thy virtues Dorset, — thou art re i 

You mull: excufe me Sir, if I am now a little 
vain of my own poetry ! fince it is the firft time I 
had ever any reafon to be fo — and to think them 
equal in merit to any four lines in the Englifh 
language ! and what now charms me is, that this 
little drawing was clear of flattery, as I had not 
at the time they were written the leaft defire, or 

profpeft of fee or reward r nor of coming within 

his grace's notice j and which did not happen till 
twenty-five years after - 9 but Heaven, and its 
good minijler Dorset, are juft ! 

I have no news from this confined fphere to 
amufe you with, but the following ridiculous anec- 
dote of that dying monfier party. * At our opening 
the theatre we were dreadfully threatened with the 
demand that was to be made on us by the town 
for the performance of Mahomet (that fatal play to 

the 
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the late manager) it was to be the firft play — now 
Sir, my firft reafon for coming to fuch great terms 
with Mr, Barry and Mrs. Gregory* was, that fuch 
popular performers would be followed ; and* that 
the wantonnefs of party would be foon loft in the 
delights of the ftage; this proved true for two 
months — but alas ! they began to be furfeited with 
their happinefs — land then anonymous letters came 
to hand to defire Mahomet — but finding thofe inef- 
fe&ual — a letter was brought me by a young gen- 
tleman from the college figned with feveral names 
— I told the bearer nothing but the unanimous de- 
mand of an audience could juftify the managers 
either to the government, or in the opinion of men 
of fenfe for performing a play which had been the 
occafion of fo much mifchief and commotion! 
about three weeks ago that demand came up- 
on us when the aftor advanced to give out the 

play — they oppofed him and called for Mahomet 
and managers — Mr. Sowden went on to know their 
pteafure — they demanded Mahomet — he defired a 
few minutes to retire as to confult with me— —he 
then went on to know if it was the unanimous re- 
queft of [that audience that the tragedy of Mahomet 
fhould be given out ? and the ayes had it, not a 
fingle negative — he than faid as foon as the a&ors 
could be ready (as Mr. Sheridan* Mrs. JVoffington y 
Mr. Digges, &c. had left the theatre) that play 
lhould be performed — and on Tuefday laft it was 

alted 
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a£ted •, and though it was in every mouth what a 
thundering houfe there would be, it ended in fixty 
pounds— very few in the boxes — and the other 
parts half full — fuch are the proofs of the dying, 
party ! all the leaders abfented themfelves, to (hew 
their difapprobation — but the young patriots pre- 
fect, encored their favourite fpeech, which they 
enjoyed ; and thus ended this famous, ridiculous 
affair. 

I beg you will prefent my humbleft and moft 
refpe&ful thanks to his grace for the great honour 
of living in his memory — It is my duty now, on 
all occafions, to Ihew my gratitude* 

I remain, Sir, 

Your moft obliged, 
Obedient Servant. 



N. B. Pray make my compliments to Mrs. Bale. 
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LETTER XCL 

To Mr. Barry, 
(On the character of King Lear.) 

Dublin, May, 1755. 
Dear Sir, 

O U have engaged me in a very unpleafant 
office— the probing of wounds— but if I can be 
any way ferviceable, and contribute to your fpeedy 
cure, I (hall be amply rewarded. 

I need not repeat what I have fo often aflerted— 
that you have powers for the charafter of Lcar> 
and the audience, laft night, confirm'd that opi- 
nion, by an uncommon applaufe, which was far 
from partial— you deferved it from them — but you 
have too much judgment, not to feel, moft fen-' 
fibly, your own defefts, which (as you were happy 
in moft of the fhining parts of the chara&er) 
are only owing to your want of time and atten- 
tion; to digeft and fettle yourfelf to your own 
fatisfa&ion. - V 



To 
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To begin with you — I muft obferve* you did 
little more in the firft fcene than look the charader 
well ; a more firm, nervous tone of voice is 
wanting to fupport the dignity of Lear, in thofe 
little, yet important paflages. The animated, 
angry part with Kent, was well executed ; fo was 
the fcene which ends with that dreadful curfe, 
but it will be more complete the next time you 
fpeak it, as you were convinced of the remark 
1 made, that night, in your dreffing- room — That 
the voice Jhould be broke on the three iaft words— 

" How fliarper than a ferpent's tooth it is 

ihould be -exprefled in. the fharpeft notes of an- 
guifti ; and then the voice broken on the following 
words—— 

« To have— a thanklcfs child !" 

for when the voice is broke foonex, what is to fol- 
low is loft. 

This granted, we fhall pafs 6n to the mad 
fcenes, were Mr. Garrick is, indeed, inimitable! 
from his peculiar command of the mufcles ^ his 
fpirit, and'well fettled bufinefs ; with you, there 
was too great a langour, which feem'd (as it 
really was) as if for want of practice, you had 
not fufficiently digefted the bufinefs ; and in the 
Vol. I. R capital 
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capital fcene, where he enters crowned with ftfaw, 
the tranfitiofts tfere not mark'd ftrong enough—* 
as- a variety of vague looks and tones are #anting 
to mark every paflage in that fine fceiife \ as in the 
two following 

i4 A y— rfA/ i riot, fellow ? Ay—evtrf iNCft a Kitf g \" 

You fhould faell with a pleafurabter foand * with* 
as much dignity as poffibfe, for there the old 
king exults in his royalty* This portipous, pleafing 
paflage, fets off the following fnarling ftar r 

" Thou rafcal beadle hold thy bloody hand/' 

And thbfe trahfitions muff be fpoken as quitk as* 
lightning, for that marks the madnefs ftronger 
than any circumftance whatever* 

In the celebrated fo£loquy in' Oibelb> Where 
there are variety of fentiments 

c . c This fellow's of exceeding, honefly, 

"And knows all qualities with a learn'd fpirit 

" Of human dealings She 9 s gone ! I am abufedt 

There, you fee, if there is not a judicious paufe 
to iriake way for the tranfitidn of thought, it 
would be nonfenfe — but in madnefs that quick 
trahfition is a beauty, as it marks the malady — 

It 



Digitized by 



Google 



O R IG 1 N A L L E T T E R S. 2*3 

It muftalfo be affifted by a vagua, wild, unfettled 
eye ; which you wanted, and muft pra&ice — I am 
of opinion, the painter can aflift your face on that 
occafion — which I will explain to him, and you, 
when we meet. 

The couch fcene, and the recovery of your fenfes, 
were happily exprefled — lb that if the criticks 
fhould not allow you to be the beft mad aftor, you 
irtuft content yourfelf with being one of the moft 
rational a&ors, living. 

You* mdnner of expreflrng the tranfports of 
Lear y in the laft fcene> at the reiteration, was 
exfremfely well executed. 

t cannot, at a fafer juncture, take my leave of 
this dangerous fubje£t, and fubfcribe myfelf, 

Your fincere friend, 

And fcrvant. 



R 2 
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LETTER XCII. 

To the Rev. Mr. Rothery, at Chelfea, 

Dublin, Odtober, 1755. 



Dear Sir, 



1 



A M quite unfatisfied with myfelf, in regard 
to my behaviour to you — I think the very friendly- 
favours you conferred on us, when in London, 
deferve greater acknowledgments than I had either 
kifure, or attention to make you ; I muft, there- 
fore, depend on your good-nature for a pardon for 
all omiffions — I retain a grateful fenfe of your 
favours ; and beg you to reft affured that nothing 
wou'd give me greater pleafure than an opportunity 
to prove it, by more than words. 

It is impoffible to defcribe the eafe, and pleafure, 
with which my poor wife performed that long 
journey, confidering the bad condition, and the 
unpromifing hope of fuch an happinefs ; flie was 

fo frequently diftreffed at our fifter P *s, that 

the thoughts of the fatigues of the journey gave 
me great difquiet; but my fears difperfed after 
the firft day — the eafmefs of the poft chaife gave 
her fpirits — and after going forty-three miles three 

fucceflivc 
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fucccffive days, (he was walking in the gardens at 
Wolfeley-hall on the fourth morning, with the fame 
eafe and compofurerthat you faw her on her beft 
mornings at Chelfea— We lay two nights at 
Wolfeley \ # when, after a journey offeventy miles 
more, we reached Parkgate, and our own houfe, 
in Dublin, the ninth day from our leaving Lon- 
don ; this was wonderful ! but I have ftill a 
greater to relate — We failed from Parkgate, at 
noon, with a wind quite fair, but fo furious as to 
be able to carry us into the port of Dublin in 
twelve hours — In the morning, our captain was too 
wife to run too near the leelhore, as the tide would 
not ferve to carry us over Dublin bar, 'till ten 
o'clock ; all our fails were taken down, and we 
lay tumbling in a mountainous fea, equal to the 
Bay of Bifcay •, all our bottles, glafles, and every 
thing brittle, in all the cabbins, were dafhed to 
pieces ; which, with the pewter, and knives and 
forks, made horrid mufic to this dreadful enter- 
tainment ! All perfons on board, even failors, 
were fick; all but my poor wife! who was lefs 
fatigued, and appeared fo, after it was over, than 
any of the young .women in the fhip ! was not 
this amazingly providential? becaufe violent fick- 
nefs, in her fad condition, muft have threatened 
her with death. 

R 3 We 
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We opened the Theatre on Wednefday the 
firft of this inftant, and have performed a few 
plays, all in peace * this gives us a fair and un- 
expected profpedt. Who knows but fortune may be 
wearied out with frowning on me, and I may, af 
laft, creep into the circle of her favorites ! 

I remain, (with the moft affe6tionate regard for 
my fitter Rothery) 

Dear Sir, 

Your obliged friend and fervant. 



LETTER XCIIL 

To Matter W. P. P. at Eaton-School. 

Dublin, O&ober, 1755. 
My dear Nephew, 



w 



E enjoyed many happy hours together, 
laft fummer, in London, to our mutual fatisfac* 
tionj I had fome grave hints given me, that the 
freedoms with which we lived, introduced frequent 
familiarities that no way fuited our years — it mighf 
be fo. It is very much in the power of every 
formal fenior to preferve his dignity j but I chufe 
rather to. make a facrifice of that, than of the 
pleafures I enjoyed in the paftimes and follies of 

innocent 
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innocent youth ! I nioft heartily pity Jihe man that 
cannot defcend to trifle •, but I am, penhaps, ibme* 
;wi*at Angular, in that particular, for I declare I 
find .more real delight in the infant ideas of 
very young people of a promifing genius, than in 
the conventions of men and women, feme very 
few excepted. 

ftut tet not fcbofe fooleries, which we indulged 
in, when together, appear againft us on paper — 
Let us now convert like gentlemen— and don't 
fvtfpq# me of jefting with you, or flattery, when 
I tell you it will be very much your awn fault if 
.you are sot a compkte gentleman — God has been 
bountiful in his gifts, and your education has 
been well attended to; for which you have obliga- 
tions to the Reverend Mr. Rothtry (your uncle) 
jfor his care and attention, to prepare you for 4hat 
great femin&ry of which you are now a member- 
All I have to recommend is, a coriftant application 
Co English oratory, by that. I mean an accurate, 
and critical knowledge of the Engtifh. language,; 
its Jbarraoay, copioufnefs, and variety of expret 
lion, are not to be acquired without much ap- 
plication, You fliould alfo go into the pra&ice &f :<. 
fencing, and dancing, which will be attended with,, 1 
^maay advantages. Your early knowledge in die • 
vegetable world, and your progrefs in the character 
of the ftwift, is very laudable \ but as you Jiave a 
R 4 natural 
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natural balhfulnefs, and a reluftance to company, 
and the public eye, it is very neceflary to begin to 
convinqe you, that your life is not to be wafted 
in obfeurity, and in the purfuit of a butterfly. 

But above all, I am charmed to find you poC- 
feffed of an open, honeft, generous heart •, that is 
the only bafis on which your future happinefs can 
be founded — never let the follies of youth infeft 
your morals ♦, conftantly adhere to truths and no- 
thing can ever injure you; and fince I am turned 
preacher, indulge me, my dear boy, with one 
caution more, which is, to avoid contra&ing a 
liking to wine — ill habits are hard to, conquer — 
-and, in your florid habit of body, a too frequent ufe 
of wine would be dangerous. 

I wifh it was in my power to prevail on you, 
and my dear Molly, to turn advocates for inocu- 
lation ; but I hope the happy return of your father 
will bring that neceflary work to bear^-I think I 
can depend on his known good fenfe not to fufier 
three fuch children to run the. hazard of falling a 
a prey to that cruel difeafe, by which he loft 
his firft. 

I have done— and to ^ellyou the truth, I fhall 
think the time very long 'till I have another ramble 
with you— it muft be an annual frolic— and the 

year 
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year I mifs that happinefs will bring forrow on its 
back:— You arc often in my mind, and the 
agreeable iropreffion you have made there* affords 
a fatisfa&ory pleafure to, 

Your truly affe&ionate Uncle. 



P. S. Since I wrote the above (wailing for a frank) 
your letter, dire&ed to Wolfeley-ball^ came to hand : 
the delay was occafioned by Sir William's being 
from home at fome horfe race— I got Mr. Sberi* 
Jan's letter enclofed in your merry Epiftle — it 

. made me laugh heartily, which I have been long 

a ftranger to 1 thank you for the extracts 

from B — *s letter ; fhe is a complete negro when 

fhe writes or fpeaks give my love to your 

mother, and thofe two agreeable girls you call 
fillers — once more adieu— write to me often, my 
dear Billy — if any good news arrives from the 
Weft-Indies, give it wings to fly hither. 
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LETTER XCIV. 



To Mifs P , 

(With a copy ofverfes enclofed, which are loft.) 



I 



November, 1755. 
My dear Neice, 



SHOULD prove my£lf a very unwelcopie, 
as well as an unfaihion^ble correfpondeot, if my 
firft ^ddrefs to a very fine young lady, were not 
made to her beauty ! now, I am apprehenfive our 
graver and wifer friends yill call this feeding your 
vanity — if they do I muft differ from them in 
opinion — I think a lovely young fedy, of your ^ge, 
may be permitted to have fotue little confeioufnefs 
of her treafure, that (he ipay know l\qw to fe;t a 
proper value on it. 

All men pay the tribute due to beauty ! the 
lady therefore lb dangeroufly circumftanced, fliould 
be fo ufed to common -place admiration, as to difre- 
gard what fhe is fure to meet with from every one 
— and that I take to be the beft fecurity againft 
particulars! and the mifchiefs that attend falling 
into love improperly on the female fide ; and by 

that means being unhappily married ! 

But 
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But natural good 'fenfe, improved by a polite 
education (both which you are in the poffeffion of) 
is the bed fecurity againft thofe impendi/ig dangers* 
Beauty without accompltfhments is of little wprthj 
for if we look into hiftory we fhall find that the 
women who have made the greateft figure in the 
world, and have captivated and governed the great- 
eft heroes in it, were not beauties] they are cele- 
brated for their accbmplijhments ! apd agrejeable in 
their perfons ; of this we fee daily proofs, that the 
women plain in their perfon, but bleft with good 
fenfe, good nature, and a polite education^ will not 
only captivate more hearts, but her reign will be 
happy and lafting! while the peevijh beauty \ who 
depends upon the charms ef her face alone, will 
meet with negleft, and contempt, even from thofe 
who were once her greateft jidmiras I 

I have dwek longer on this poiat, \o fliew you, 
toy dear neice, tikis advantages that are before yau ; 
which time, and a clofe application on your part, 
will make your own. 

But before I part with my deareft Pojlly, and this 

fubjeft — \ muft prove jnyfejf your true friep£, by 

- laying before you a complaint whiQh \yas m^$e to 

me, when in London, by one, who I knaw loves 

you oeft, and has your welfare moil at heart :-■ 

cc Her fear, that there will be two dreadful bars to 
" your ever being an accomplished beauty ! that you 

" are 
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cc are likely to want good health, and good nature /" 
Your ill ftate of health is a misfortune which we 
all lament ; but if, from any perverfenefs in your 
temper, you oppofe thofe methods your phyfician 
diredts for its re-eftablifhment, you will convert 
that into a fault, which would otherwife only 
have been your misfortune — you will not only 
lofe the only chance that bids fair for your re- 
covery, but will incur the danger of forfeiting 
that compaflion which a docile and yielding dif- 
pofition never fails to require, and which is in- 
deed the fovereign balm of life; whilft the whole 
amount of your gains will be a temporary indul- 
gence, followed by feif- reproach, that will add 
gaul to the bitternefs of forrow. 1 (hall con- 
clude this difagreeable part of my letter with the 
following truths, which I muft beg you to be- 
lieve eternal, and, to keep them for ever in your 
mind, viz. that there can be no beauty without 
health— and no real happinefs without good- 
nature ! 

Before I leave my dear girl, I muft infift on your 

writing me a letter very foon : As alfo that you 

do not apply to books, or call in the afliftance of 
any friend : — confult your own dear heart — and 
then give me your thoughts in their own drefs — 
fear nothing — I am ready to give allowances for 
more errors than, I darq fay, you will commit- 
that 
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that is the only way to compenfate abfence from 
thofc we love, and to give pleafure to your, 

Affe&ionate, &c. 

Beauteous creator of the tender heart ! 

Is there ho world where friends fhall never part ? 



LETTER XCV. 

To his Grace the Duke of Dorset, in London. 
My Lord, 



w. 



November, 177^ 



HEN I had the honour of taking my 
leave of your Grace in London, the polite manner 
with which you permitted me to be in the lift of 
your correfpondents has dwelt ever fince in my 
thoughts ; and I fliall not fail to enjoy that honour 
as often as my fear of becoming troublefome will 
let me. 

As to the theatrical date, I have nothing to lay 

before your Grace but troubles, the cold reception 

, Mr. Arnfs propofals, for three Englifh operas, met 

w ith—thc ficknefs of thofe he called his capital 

: fingers— and the tedious delay, and indifpofition 

of 
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of Mr. Mtffipi Whefi bdfh the dpferis aW hfc were 
to have appeaidd long btefote this tintt^ thefe art 
accidents which have thrown a dull face on the af- 
fairs of the theatre; and for the political ftate, 

1 prefume your Grace is well informed from the 
abteft hands; I Vr*nt, one of the early days^ to the 
Houfe of Commons, where I had the pleafure of 
feeing the appearance of peace and good humour in 
every face ! and thus, my Lord, ftands the hiftory 
of popular patriotifm from the begining of time. 
All grievances are redrejfed* when fucb patriots are pro- 
vided for! at leaft, till a newfct are engaged ! Com- 
ing froiA the Moxife of Commons, the other day, 
with a gentleman— one of the news-men met us in 
full cry with papers, one of which he offered us, 
Calling it the Grievances of Ireland ! fays I " bt- 
" gone fellow-all grievances are note fedirtffei , *-~ the 

man replyed vtfry hoheftl J— " by G^d± tmfter^ I 
am very forty for it." 

If he politicians of this city have Wen employed 
thefe ten days paft on the merits of the Wexford 
eleffion, at the Bat of the Houfe of Commons — and 
the houfe has been crouded every day with both 
fefxes — ~and to emertairi the ladies politely, I 
heard the Celebrated Cvknd Arfdale (ay, in z fpAecH 
of hi? on thfc converts who polPd at that Sk&fah, 
agatnft vAxitn thtfre wfere mahy dcbatfcs— thdt for 
hk part* he efteemed the comer t Who married a 

protejlant 
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proteftant wife, much more than the proteftant who 
married a papift wife •, for, though he could not be 
faid to take popery , by the head> yet ht certainly took 
it by the tail. 1 prefume your Grace knows that 
Ram and Lee were the two contending candidates ; 

upon L Whfch another wit, or rather qpifcbler, 

afked his friends at the coffee-houfe cc well — were 
any of you at the battle of Ram-i-lee^ yefterday ?" 
This famous battle ended laft night in favour 6E 
Colonel Ram, the petitioner, by a majority of nine. 

But to return to my prbvince — : — My Lord 
Lietttentfot gave trs the hOnbur of his prefehfce at 
the theatre on Saturday, to fee the Diftrejfed Mother 
— this was done at the requeft of Lord Claremont* 
tf ho wanted to fefc Mrs. Gregory in Hermione~K% 
Mr. Moffbp afrived that W&k, this noble lord, who 
was acquainted with ItWrt, went to perfuatie hirn to 
perform Orejtes — but Mdffbp y who might be a little 
ill, made hhnfelf Wbffc; atidtfas fd weak to fefiife 
that opportunity of i glottdus ohfet. 

I hope, in a little tihit, to bfc' provided with 
btttdr news relating to, 

Yotit Grifctfs riioft devoted* 

obliged fervant. 
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LETTER XCVI. 

To my Neice Mifs P— — , in London. 

February, 1756. 



T 



H E pleafure of a letter from my cleared 
Polly was as unexpe&ed as welcome, and the dif- 
ficulty with which my fair corefpodent wrote it, 
though it renews my concern for your fufferings, 
yet it adds to the favour. 

I was always pleafed to hear from your brother's 
letters, that you retain your fpirits. I have hopes 
that your youth, aided by the growing fpring, will 
enable you to weather this frightful ftorm, that has 
invaded my dear girl. You fay, you hope to be able 
to walk by the time we have the pleafure of meet- 
ing in the fummer — 1 hope fo to — but obferve, my 
poor dear fufferer, if you fhould be lame for ever 
(which God forbid) though hard that cruel fate, 
you muft fubmit to it— and that neceflary patience 
and fubmiffion to the will of God, will lay the pro- 
per foundation for all your other duties in this life. 

If you ihould be deprived of an occafion to 
adorn and ornament your body, why then you 

will 
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will turn your thoughts, and application, to 
adorn and improve your mind, that hapuier ac- 
quifition, accompanied with that politenefs and 
fweetnefs of temper (which I hope you will not fail 
to fte bldft vtfth) will make you ftill amiable, and 
confequently more beloved — and has my faireft 
flower teen fo loon nipped by a cruel wintry froft? 
yet I will hopp, not blighted. 

- I hope my ddareft.girl feels a duefenfe of duty, 
4ffe£tk>n and gratitude for the beft of mothers ; 
whole affliftion has been great on your account ; 
and to tfhofc care alone even this chance of your 
recottery is owing* let thit dwell for ever in your 
memory. 

I (hall impatiently expe& freqtoent relief from 
the anxiety your letter has filled me with, from 
your good brother, 'till when, I muft fubfcribe 
myfelf, 

Your afflidled, affectionate &c. 



Vol. I. 
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LETTER XCVII. 

To James Donaldson, Efq.in London. 

February, 1756* 
Dear Don. 

X H A D your very obliging reply to my laft 
letter, and was highly entertained with the fatirical 
wit with which it is filled — your defcription of the 

burletta people {the fpilleto) and of Count B -, 

were inimitable. As to the humorous Hottentots, 
let them remain in the full enjoyment of the flavour 
of their native garlick •, it is a (link not worth pur- 
chafing at their price. Who fent for them to Lon- 
don ? Were they not adventurers ? Arc they not 
literally flrollers ? and if ever they come to this 
kingdom, it muft be on thofe terms. 

I was very much furprized at your faying my 
account of Mo/fop's fuccefs would with difficulty 
gain credit in the purlieus of Covent Garden $ 
how could it happen that truth, feconded by pro* 
bability and likelyhood, Ihould be received with 
difficulty ? I Ihould rather have thought that a 
report of his ill fuccefs here would have met with 
difcredit, in a place where he had fo lately been an 

approved 
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approved aftor ; but fince you tell me that reports 
of his performances here, have been fpread to his 
disfavour, it is incumbent on me, who was the 
fole caufe of bringing him hither, to allure you, 
on my honour, that fuch reports are falfe and fcan- 
dalous. He has performed eighteen nights, and 
the receipts are above two thoufand pounds — This 
muft be allowed great fuccefs for Dublin 5 and his 
reputation, as a capital aftor, is firmly eftablifhed 
here. 

You exprefsyourfelf like a very yourtg man in- 
deed, when you mention your refentment againft 
the fa/hwn that takes away the applaufe due to me- 
rit, by fufFering Barry to perform his principal 
charadfcers to empty benches, whilft Garrick's folom- 
gundi (as you call it) fills his houfe every night.* 
A little more experience will fliew you how natural 
it is. It ihould be fo— It is the common appetite 
to call for variety — Venifon and wildfowl will foon 
furfeit — and Sokmon^ov ^ny gttn(fy^ will be perferred. 

You defire to know the ftate of our theatrical 
affairs here. We have a profpeft of better fuccefs 
before us than laft year. Mr* Sow don is in health, 
but diffatisfied, and has advertifed the fale of his 



* By this is meant his inventive faculty for lucfy little pieces 

and exhibitions. 

S 2 fliarc 
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fliare of the mortgage this month paft— the Lord 
above knows his true reafon for doing this— I 
neither know, nor care. I fuppofe he apprehends 
that if Mr. Sheridan can be fortunate enough to 
raife one thoufand, it will pay one of us off, and 
that will be him. Mr. Sheridan has many friends 
here who would aflift his reftoration. 

You mention overtures received, and terms re- 
turned by Mr. D *s ; I heard fuch overtures 

were made by Mr. Smith the attorney, fome time 
in November, but.it was impoflible for us to think 
of adding fo great a charge to our company then 
fettled — I fay thi$ as we were then circumftanced. 

I think Mr. D 's an acceptable acquifitkm to 

any company, and capable of being a very ufcftrl 
after— but no more. 

I beg you will write as often as you can to 
Your obliged friend, 

And fervant 
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LETTER XCVIIL 

To his Grace the Duke of Dorset* 

April 5, 1756. 



My Lord 



T 



H E fear of intiuding too far on the honour 
your Grace was pleafed to confer on me, has kept 
me filent thus long, refting affured the important 
occurrences of ftate are tranfmitted to your Grace 
by abler hands. 
* 

The happy downfall of mock patriotifm here, 
has been the favorite fubjeft of all the politicians 
in the three kingdoms — but the effedfo in this city 
are violent — 'and thofe who of late mod induftri- 
oufly roufed that roaring lion, called party-rage, 
now feel its fury moftjuftly turned upon them- 
felves, and tremble at a monfter of their own 
creating. 

But I Ihall only acquaint your Grace of fueh 
anecdotes as are within my own knowlege* and 

unknown to others rMy friend Vannofi, who has 

juft finifhed the moft elegant equijlrian ftatue of bis 

tnajejly in the three kingdoms, fome time before 

S 3 made 
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made a very fiticbuftofthe late S-* — , and a fub- 
fcription was opened with great fpirit by the pa- 
triots for the bull, at four guineas, and fifty fub- 
fcribed for— but, alas ! the patriot S fell be- 
fore half the bufts were delivered, and Vannoft has 
thirty of them on 'his hands reje&ed and defpifed. 
And as he is going to make an auftion of all the 
heaps and figures in his workfKop, intending only 
to apply himfelf to the public works ; I thought it 
an opportunity for him to make a compliment to 
the noble lord, by declaring his relu&ance to put- 
ting his bufts in the audtion, and at the fame time 
obferving that Vannoft's circumftances rendered 
him not well able to fuftain the lofs— but this ietter 
produced nothing but a cold anfwer; at which I 
advifed him (as they will not fell for much) to 
knock them to pieces, as the beft fort of compli- 
ment he can make him. 

George Faulkner has juft now received an ac- 
count from Trim, that the mob had juft burnt the 
effigy of this great man, and thrown the allies into 
the Boyne— alluding to the late navigation bill. 

And yet, my Lord, there are many of thefc un- 
provided patriots that ftill wear their gold tickets 
on their breads**— I met one the other day in the 



•Gold medals pre fen ted by the citizens of Dublin to all the 
patriots that voted laH feflipna againft the court. 

eaftle- 
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caftle-yard, on foot, hurrying up to the levee — and 
the following extempore epigram flowed from me. 

On tbeprefent Irijb patriots, diftinguijhed by gold me- 
dals* on their brtafts. 

Patriots and Porters are the fame, 

With the fame view infpired ; 
Both wear their tickets on their breafts, 
» * To ihew they're to be hired. 

This, I muftconfefs, is an unfit fubjett for me, but 
as thefe patriots infulted the beft of governors, I 
hope my little refentment will be pardoned. My 
fituation is however much pleafanter. I can now 

drink your Grace's health in all companies. 

i 

The Theatre (my province) has been well fre- 
quented this winter— but I find, by fad experience,' 
of thefe leaders, that by their difengenuous conduct, 
the bulk of the profits is to center in their purfes. 
Mr. Mojfop will get a thoufand pounds by this 
campaign ; and I, for all my pains and dangers, 
muft content myfelf with a bare fubfiftance. I 
hope your Grace has found Mr, Sheridan's book 
on education anfwer the chara&er I gave it. V 
hear he is on his journey to this place, but his fila- 
ture views I am a ftranger to. 

I have the honour to remain, 
Your Grace's devoted fervant. 
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LETTER XCIX. 

To John Ellis, Efq. Serjeant Painter, in London. 

Dublin, April 20. 

XVJlY old friend, ever fince I left Londpn you 
have haunted me — not like my evil, but my good 
genius; fince it was to prompt me to make due 
acknowledgments for favours, but particularly the 
laft, to Mrs. Vannofi* whom, at my requcft, you 
greatly obliged, by giving her the pi&ure ot that 
odd being, her brother, Richard Savage, fon of the 
late Earl Rivers. 

Her hulband, John Vannoft* mud be known to 
you ; he is a genius* in his way, of the firft magni- 
tude : — his king and borfe are firiifhed ; they are pre- 
paring a pedeftal for it in Stevens's Green, which 
is to be laid out into gravel walks. I have feen 
all the ftatues in the fquares in London ; and, 
believe me, none are worth looking at, but at Cha-» 
ring-Crofs, where the king is too frnall, but the 
horfe admirable! Reft affnrcd, this poor un- 
known man will leave proofs behind him of his 
being a greater mafter than Rifbriac* or Scbeemaker; 
I will only except Roubiliac. I prefume his bad 
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fituation in London was theoccafion of his chufing 
Dublin for his place of refidence. Soon after his 
airival, a friend of mine brought him to me — 
knowing me tof be a lover of the fine arts : I foon 
found hijn a genius.— It is no fmall pleafure to 
me, that, by my intereft and unwearied applica- 
tion to the board of aldermen, (who were of the 
committee appointed to ereft the equeftrianftatue 
of his Majejfy) I could engage that great work for 
him ; as thofe in the oppofition were a long time 
in treaty with Roubiliac in London — but I well 
knew the abilities, of Vannoft! I wifh you were 
here to Ibare the pleafure I enjoy by gazing at the. 
daily works of this ftrange, unaccountable man ! 
and, by the way, I think you Ihould come hither ! 
Think ferioufly of it — it is impoffible but it muft 
turnout both z profitable . as well as zpleafurabk 
jaunt. I know your prudent regard to the one 
thing needful in every temptation for you, where 
both muft be blended ; — I alfo know* your /»- 
dujlry — you can paint more than twenty piftures 
in three months. ; and in your intervals, by way- 
of variety, might do fomething for us at the the- 
atre : But more of this when we meet ; which 

I hope we fhall have the pleafure of doing in the 
fummer 'till when, my dear Ellis, farewell. 



LET- 
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LETTER C. 

i 

To Richard Griffith, Efq. at Kilkenny: 

April, 1756. 

I^IT friend's letter has lain too long unan- 
fwered, but the reafon will apologize. You recom- 
mended a new book to me ; I bought it — I buy 
few books now, and read much fewer than I buy ; 
therefore (as my hours are not all my own) the 
reading this, new book has employed all my leifure 
time — and it has been well employed. I thank 
you for introducing the Centaur to my acquaint- 
ance y I was introduced to the author thirty years 
ago; afriendfliip enfued, which fubfifted without 
interruption above thirteen years. I loved Doftor 
Young — I had reafon for it; he loved me, and did 
me many ferviccs. He is now fourfcore, and is an 
honour to human nature.—— -I muft here quote a 
paflage from his review of life, viz. 

** Wifdom is the growth of experience ; but cx- 

<c perience is not the growth of aftion, but of re- 

" w fkdfcion on it. In an aftive life are fown the feeds 

" of wifdom ; but he who refle&s not, never 

" reaps — has no harveft from it 5 but carries the 

" burthen 
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" burthen of old age without the wages of expe- 
** rience ; nor knows himfelf old but from his in- 
" firmities, the parifh regifter, and contempt of 
<( mankind. And what has age, if it has not ef- 
<c teem ? — it has nothing." 

How wife l how juft are thefe thoughts ! how 
powerfully conveyed— Experience (he fays) is not 
the growth of a&ion, but of refle&ion on it. 
True, too true, my dear Doftor— for to that one 
hafty adtion, to which you were tempted by your 
falfe friend, Pope, to vifit Bolincbroke at Dawley- 
farm, (with whom you (laid a week, and return'd 
enraptured with him, at a time when he was in a 
paper war with Walpole, your patron) it was' 
from the reflection on that aliion you reaped expe- 
rience, which plainly difcevcred ; your error; for to 
that falfe ftep alone it is owing, that you will go 
to the grave without the title of Right Reverend 
Father in God Edward Lord Bijhop of—« 

I was intimate with Doftor Toung at that time, 
and told him of his danger-, and to what was this 
facrihce made ? — to the enchanting wit of Boling- 
hroke I but the Do&or's refle&ion brought expe- 
rience ; and what fays he now ? (page 64) 

** If the pretty fellows can advance three max- 
* f ims of greater truth, jor three expedients of greater 

u efficacy 
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*' efficacy tohappinefs*than tkofe above-mentioned, 
<c . — I am their convert I will exchange my Bible 
" for Batinghroh, and prepare for the balk— — . 
N. B-, I am but fourfcore." 

I was introduced to Do<5tor Young in the year. 
17249 by that very remarkable perfon, Richard Sa- 
vage, fon to the late Earl Rivers, with whom I was 
then intimately acquainted : the Doftor was not 
then in orders ; he was a Doctor of Laws, and had 
written (betides fcveral excellent poems) two tra- 
gedies, Bufiris and the Revenge. At that jun&urc, 
his tragedy of the Brothers (on the ftory of the 
Gracchi) was. in rehearfal at Drury-lane Theatre, 
which he withdrew ; being called into holy orders, 
to take pofieffion of the living at Welling, in Hert- 
fordfhire,-—his right as fenior fellow of Brazen- 
Nofe college. He was foon after made a court- 
chaplain to George the firft •, arid regained fo 
during the long reign of George the fecond ; and 
died in the fame ftation to George the third, — 
though he had abilities fuperior to moft of the men 
advanced to biftiopricks during that period.—— 
You foe, my friend, what a powerful, irnplacabte 
enemy can do : for though he was honoured wkh 
the friendfttip of many great perfonages, yet that 
one falfe ftep could not be furmounted during the 
intereft of Wdpole. 

The 
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The 'Dd&or married the lifter to the Earl ti/Lei- 
cejkr, by whom he had a- much loved daughter, 
whofe death he laments in his Night Thoughts:— 
He was, by degrees, rdigitm even to enthufiafm /-— 
before that excefs, I had feveral con*erfatk>ns with 
him on that fubjeft, which gaVe me great plcafiw. 

In my next excurfion through England,. I will 
make enquiry after my good old friend. 

I remain, dear Sir, 

Ever ...yours. 4 



LETTER CI. 

To Mrs. Bellamy, in London. 

Sep* ij57*> 
Madam, 

T ;:'"; 

* HATE obferved that the envious, cenlbrious 
world never fail to propagate and enlarge the faults 
of thpfe in public life •, bat it is againft their will, 
when they are compelled to tranfmit their virtue* 
too: — and yet, by fome accident, in that refpeft, 
they have done you ample juflicc. The many 
afts of fervice which you have conferred on your 

neceflitous 
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ncceflitous friends, have been faithfully recorded, 
and add a luftre to your name in this kingdom. 

This report has encouraged me to comply with 
the requeft of my friend Mr. R. S. to join the ap- 
plication of thofe whom, I hope (for his fake) have 
more intereft with you, than I can prefume to flat- 
ter myfelf with. 

He was (as you know) born and educated a 
gentleman :— -his fate has been uncommonly fe- 
vere; he married, fome time ago, an agreeable 
and very deferving woman, by whom he has four 
children. He has hitherto maintained a good cha- 
racter ; but unlefs timely affifted by fome good- 
natured fortunate perfon, who has intereft with 
thofe in power, he cannot, I fear, be able much 
longer to maintain either family or character. 

His particular requeft to you, I fhall leave to be 
explained by himfelf, or fome of his abler friends ; 
and only add, that whatever favour you fhall 
pleafe to confer on him, will lay an obligation on 

Madam, 

Your moft humble fervant. 
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LETTER CII. 

To Mrs. P > in London. 

* Sept. 10, 1757. 

Dear Sifter, 

JL AM now requefted to write to you in favour of 
Mifs Lynch, an Irifti female, who lately went from 
hence to be a teacher in the academy in Queen's 
fquare. It would have been fomething molt me- 
thodical, if her friends here had applied to me for 
a letter of introduction to Mrs. Shields 5 but I was 
a little way in the country at that time % and Mrs. 
Vannoft being in London to receive her, made it 
lefs neceflary. 

I was extremely glad to hear of this fortunate 
event •, both for the fake of a very deferving good 
girl, and Mrs. Shields, who, lam fure, will find 
herfelf happy in fuch an acquifition. 

Mifs Lynch has long fince been one of my fa- 
vourites ; and though I have only heard of her 
accomplifhments for fuch an employment, as fhe 

is 
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is gone to f yet I am well affined of her female 
virtues, and that (he will do credit to any recom- 
mendation that can be given her. Her youths per- 
haps, may be thought an objection for a teacher \ 
but then, that right good fenfe, and fedate temper 
fhe is bleft with, muft fufficiently compenfate for a 
fault which is e*wy day amending. 

Yeu will do well to be a friend to that very 
good girl, now while fhe remains under the difad- 
vantageof a poor ftranger-^-driven, by her hatd 
fatej froH) her friends and cQuntry, by the means 
of a. bad father, from whom ihc had a juft right to 
expe£fc an ample fortune. Her good mother has 
made her all the amends in her, power; and I 
4oubt npt, from the good difpofition of the daugh- 
ter, but (he will yet prove a bleffing to her. Pray 
tell my dear Sally P. , that (he will oblige me by 
taking particular notice, and being very good to 
Mifs Lynch, in every thing in her power. 

The reflections on tjiefe agreeable young people, 
revive the mournful )dea of that once lovely crea- 
ture, now no more, WfrfP I faw her diftreffes, I re- 
joiced with her beft friends at her being laid to reft. 
m But the idea of what^ «w, and once promifed 
. to be ! iri every Jowfpirited veiq, fills me, to this 
hour, with pleafmg forrow ! and I confefs to you 
•it is a grief I am fond of indulging. The' follow- 
ing 
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ing lines were the employment of a midnight hour 
laft w^kj— but I now think, if mad Lee had 
wanted to have painted a diftrefs lik$ mine in.ojie 
of his ranting tragedies, he would have put thefe 
fcntiments in the mouth of his heathen hero. 

On the de*tb of the lowly M. 2\ at the age of 
fourteen. 

When flic was born, and ripen'd into years, 
Our admiration grew ! our hopes ! our fears ! 
Another Venus rofe to rival Greece! 
And Nature ftrove to fliew a mafter-piece ! 
Why did fii* take a tafk beyond her flail ? 
Which— when lhe could not perfeft — Ihe muft lull. 

I (hall be concerned, if the revival of this fubjeft 
has any other effeft oh you than on me— —but, 
alasl on what other fubjeft can I \yrite? I, who 
am doomed in every kingdom, to be an inhab)- 
tajit of the houfe of forrow ! my , poor \wife Iwts 
now Jolt all. her fpirits— -is never eafy when I am 
from .hex*— and every time lam obliged to leave 
her, is a teft farewell. My officious friends drive 
me W all amufements, and fay, " fince I cannot 
*' kngtbw ker life, — J muft not let her Jborten mine 5" 
but it is evident bur feelings differ as much as our 
features— -then what fignifies preaching ? If God 
had been pleated to take her away in the common 
manner thtt moft people die, I fuppofe I Ihould 
VQh*h T have 
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have behaved like tjhe reft of decent men but to 

have my old, beft friend, and partner, tortured 
alive before my eyes, for years, is infupportable ! 

But no more of this— Give my love to my dear 
Billy and Sally. Where is the boy ?— why will he 
not write to me? it would be charity now— r— -if 
he is abfent, pray tell me fo. 

Yours, in diftrefs. 



LETTER CIH, 

To David Garjucjc, Efq. in London* 

Nov. 1757. 



s 



Dear Sir, 



INCE the arrival of your obliging letter, I« 
have loft my poor wife I though Ihe was one of 
the beft of wives, it would be a notorious affecta- 
tion in me, to fpeak of her death as a misfortune •, 
as (he* was fingled out by providence to be a dif- 
treficdobjtft; and lingered three years as an incu- 
rable, in the utmoft pain arid mifery. 

After this fad ceremony was over, I had the 
vocation of preparing the birth-day ode; — a moft 

charming 
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charming amufement for a diftempered mind!-*-. 
I hope you will not meet with it in print; at leaft » 
not in Faulkner's Journal : — his compofitor left 
out a word at the end of a line, by which the fol- 
lowing three are rank , nonfcnfe. I told my- friend 
Faulkner, I could furnifh nonfenfe enough in every 
ode, without any help from his compofitor. 

But as I furmount my plagues and diftrefles, 
you fee I recover fpirits enough to attempt a revi- 
va4 of my pleafures ; and I fhall begin with you: : 
the man who is my conftant mark for the fummum 
of all human" happinefs ! I know you will object 
to the truth of this obfervation, becaufe you now 
and. then frown at a perplexity thrown in your 
way — or make a wry face at a pain in your back - 9 
but fuch is the wifdom of the Creator! there be- 
ing no other way left to remind you of your 

mortality! '• - 

* 

I am to thank you for the communicative pro- 
pofal in your letter; as it repofes that' friendly 
confidence that muft give me pleafure. 

As to our theatrical ftate of affairs, they ftand 

thus: Mr. Barry's new Theatre is going on;' 

but it remains yet a matter of wonder how it is to 

be finifhed ; as there is no^ yet fifteen hundred' 

pounds paid in, and nine hundred of that fwal- 

* T 2 lowed 
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lowed in fines; and, qgrceable to the plan, lefs 
than four thoufand will not draw up the curtain. 
The firft twenty fubfcnbcrs, at fifty pounds each, 
have a mortgage an the building ;— there are twen- 
ty more taken in at twenty-five pounds each, who 
have only promiffory notes and filver rickets— fo 
there are forty fubfcribers for fifteen hundred 
pounds. 

The proprietors of Aungier-ftreet and Smock- 
alley Theatres are going to meet ; and propofe 
laying a ftate of their cafe before the parliament, 
and to offer their reafons again ft an increafeof 
theatres— As fever aloft hem are old members, and 
all men of property, the perfons concerned in 
this new undertaking, will get a little fweating, at 
leaft* but I dare fay it will end there. 

In truth, I am forry for this new theatre for 
Barry's fake. He might have had the two united 
Theatres in any fbape, as Mr. Sheridan is fo very 
fick of it ; and with great caufc :— I dare fey this 
will be the laftfeafon of his performing any where. 
And fuppofe the purchafe was to be more, and 
the encumbrances a Jittle greater than a new The- 
atre, — they forget to take into the account, the ad- 
vantages of having a monopoly in a great city ; for 
where there are two Theatres, if your adverfary is 
. ever fo weak, he will not fail to gall, if not fome* 

times 
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times diftrefs you *,— ahd to have no opponent, is 
worth any purchafe. 

You have heard of Mrs. Hamilton 9 * breach of 
articles, which I figned with ber laft fummer in 
Londorf— to pay her four hundred pounds for the 
feafon, on a penalty df five hundred pounds. We 
were recommended to Mr. Palmer^ an attorney of 
the Temple, lately here on bufinefs — a man of 
worth* and abilities, who went hence with full 
powers to open a vigorous profecution. .Before 
he went away, the article was laid before an emi- 
nent council here, and his opinion is clear for the 
penalty ; and as we are informed the manager of 
Covent- Garden Theatre is certainly the indem- 
hifier, it is devoutly to be wjflied he may be 
foufeid. 

Mr. Foote arrived here on Sunday morning laft, 
and is to play, on Friday next, Sir Paul. I make 
no doubt but he will help off our comedies. I 
wifti the people of this city may follow thofe of 
London, in their approbation of this genius. I 
really think there is a profpedt of it ; as the time 
is limited for his performance. 

Our audiences have been but very middling; 

except the few nights honoured with the command* 

and even thofe are interrupted, and the Theatre 

T 3 again 
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again injured by . parliamentary debates. For 
though the name of patriot is in the higheft con-, 
tempt here, yet Mr, Perry (who is the Pitt of that 
Houfe) took a lucky opportunity of. rulhing in 
fuch a firing of motions againft penfions, &c. 
which, as no courtier was prepared to fpeak, pafTsd 
into refolutions, nem. con. — and the whole Houfe 
ordered the Lord- Lieutenant to be addrefTed, to 
lay them before his Majefty : — to which his Grace 
of Bedford replied, when pufhed for an anfwer,, — 
*? that be was divided between bis duty to tbe King, 
and refpeSt to that Houfe ; that he was at a lofs 
what to. fay to their requeflv and defired time ta 
confider of it." At this demur of the Lord^Lieu- 
tenant's, the Houfe exclaimed loudly, and deter- 
mined to demur to their proceedings on the fup- 
plles— and thus breaks out the war ! But what, 
have you and I to do with thefe affairs? — We have 
' plagues enough in our own little governments. 

» ' Health and happinefs attend you. 

Adieu, 
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LETTER CIV, 
To Matter P. in London. 

Dec. 28, 1757* 
My dear Billy, 



Y< 



OUR laft letter gave the aft adotint of you* 
health, and your leaving Eton For London v by 
which I gueffed it to be on the verge of Chrift* 
mas-*-for it bad no date — but. you fcholarfc are 

-above the vulgar rules of arithmetic, and the com- 
mon forms of bufinefs and fociety. If due ho- 
nours are but paid to the dtfad languages,-~and to 
thofe prodigies in nature, who after devoting a 
whole life, are matters of that ineftimable treafure ? 
But luff— luff— and no nearer, *s the failor fays- 
left I 'incur the cenfure of my fatiricaU learned nef- 
phew. But to be ferious : — let us avoid miftakes 

• —if you ple^fe to look back to fome of my former 
letters on education, you will find, I always admit- 
ted, to be a complete matter of the Latin tongue, 
was a neceffary part of the education of a gentle- 
man. The many beauties the Odes of Horace arc 
filled with, would alone eomperrfate the labour of 
acquiring that language : — that is, where the fcho- 
lar has genius to reiifli them \ — with him they will 

remain 
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remain for ever, and afford him conftant pleafure 
through life. Such a Angular man will become 
£ critic in the language ; and his claflical know- 
ledge will be an ornament to him. But, my dear 
boy, fuch inftances are few ! I think (without flat- 
tery) you are likely to be one — I wifh you may — 
therefore fuch perfons were not glanced at. But 
what think you of numbers, who are mailers of 
the dead languages, and ignorant of their own!— 
and tf hat think you of the practice of the fchools, 
who whip the common race of blockheads through 
the dead languages *, and after a courfe of years fo 
fadly employed, turn them out into the world, 
where they make up the numerous lift ofjflfy gen- 
tlemen without language at all ! Mind what die 
learned and worthy Mr. Lock has laid on this 
iubjeft, above half a century ago :— 

" I am not here fpeaking agaiuft Greek and La- 
u tin j I think they ought to be ftudied ; and the 
" Latin, at leaft, underftood well by every gentle- 
€C man j but whatever foreign languages a young 
"man meddles with, (and the more he knows, 
the better) that which he fhould critically-fhidy 
" and labour to get a facility, clearnefs, and ele- 
gancy to exprefs himfelf in, fhould be his own ; 
" and to this purpofe he fhould be daily exercifed 
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However, to conclude this difpute, Mr. Sheridan 
is a fcholar \ and I own myfelf a convert to his plan 
of education. If you have not read his book (pub- 
lifhed by Dodfley) onBritifh education, you ought to 
read it :— I fend you herewith his Oration, which he 
fpoke before three hundred of thenobility and gen- 
try, whom he entertained in a great hall, at a public 
breakfaft. If Dr. Barnard has not feen it, prefent it 
to him, with my compliments. I alfo inclofe you 
Faulkner's Journal, where you will fee the names 
of the committee appointed to carry Mr. Sheridan's 
plan for an academy into execution : fome people 
think it wilf certainly be done— that an a& of par- 
liament will be obtained, as mod of the committee 
are privy counfellors and members. I have fub- 
fcribed, and made my firft payment—but, be it 
known, for all this, I have my doubts* 

In another part of the Journal, you may read 
the laft mention of your poor, departed aunt. 

I deflre you will write to me with as much free- 
dom as you pleafe— but oftener, and with more 
attention— to your critical as well as affedionate 

FrjendL 
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L E T T E R C V. " 

To David Garrick, Efq. 

Dec. 1757. 
Dear Sir, 

X OU owe me a letter — but no matter cere- 
mony among friends is impertinent. I have fome- 
thing to relate, worthy your attention, and there- 
fore I write. 

The crifis of the fate of Mr. Sheridan is at hand. 
I am of opinion, that good genius which has hither- 
to faved him, is now at work for an important 

ftroke, and that fuccefs may attend it 1 wilh 

it may ! 

His academy fcheme you have heard— now for 
anpther— a theatrical one his petition to parlia- 
ment I The proprietors of the united Theatres 
only pray, that the feven or eight thoufand pounds 
advanced by them ibr building their Theatres, 
maj be taken into confiderationj— as they have re- 
ceived no intereft for their money •, and then they 
offer reafons (which are a little too argumentative 
for a petition) to prove that two Theatres will be of 
bad confequence, and a great nuifance to this city. 

All 



Digitized by 



Google 



ORIGINAL BETTERS, . tfj. 

All this you plainly fee is nothing— and will end in 

nothing. Not fo our Machiavel ! His petition 

fets forth the fervices he has done the Theatre, and 
by that to his country— at theexpence of his health 
and fortune ; and the injuries he has fuftained.— ■ 
Then follows his propofal — that the petitbner 
prays to refign his leafe, and property in the The- 
tres \ and that the honourable houfe will pleafe to 
give him for the fame, what, in their wifdom, they 
fhall think meet^-(but the true value is insinuated' 
at nine thoufand pounds) — and that his property 
therein fhall be made over to the Dublin Society 
for ever (a long: ieafe to be firft obtained) and the 
annual benefit is to arife to them, from the mana- 
ger or managers for the time being ; who are to 
engage to pay to them three pounds every afting 
night through each feafon ; and alfo to engage to 
perform four plays, free of all expence, for the Your 
public charities in this city, every year. * 

Thus, you fee, by three hundred and fixty 
pounds, paid for one hundred- and twenty nights 
performance annually to the Dublin Society — and 
the four public hofpitals each a free benefit, almoft 
, the whole body of the people become interefted to 
fupport that Theatre ! And if an aft is not to be 
obtained to prevent the building of another, 1 
(which now becomes a fmall doubt) the daring per- 
fons who fupport it, will be looked on as enemies 

to 
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to their country, and their fuccefs rendered very 

precarious ! Well, Sir ! — Is not this a home- 

ftroke in policy? This may be called another 
fweater! Here is really fome invention — -but, 
perhaps, you will fay, a little too chimerical. 

Adieu. 



LETTER CVi. 

To Mr. Faulkner, 

Jan. 175&- 



SIR, 



}[ OU have the character of a generous, public- 
fpirited man * and as your Journal is the firft and 
mod popular paper in this kingdom, therefore the 
following, obfcrvations are addreffed to you, as the 
proper channel to the public. 

Asa ftranger, and a traveller, I have fome claim 
to the critic j but the enormities of this city are fo 
obvious, and fo univerfally confefled, that it would 
be oeedlefs to enumerate them here * I ftiall, there- 
fore, confine my remarks to fome general topics, 
which, I hear, are now the fubjeft of converfation. 

This 
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This is the fecond city in his Majefty's domi- 
nions, and, by fbtne efteemed the third in Europe : 
my curiofity, therefore, was naturally raifed at my 
advances to it from a fine bay, up a river, feem- 
ingly, on both fides, well improved and cultivated : 
But, alas ! how great was my difappointment at 
the entrance into the city ! and the various diftref- 
fcs of the foot-paffengers, from narrow ftreets— no 
fbot-way-~are not to be equalled in any place in 
the known world. To what ftrange infatuation 
can it be owing, that the antieot and great city of 
Dublin, that has been long diftinguifhed for its 
trade and opulence, fhould be *t this period, un* 
der the difadvantagp of narrow, dirty ftreets, and 
unadorned by fqtiares, fpires, and edifices i 

Steven's Green feems calculated for the only 
place of public refort for the health and pleafure of 
the inhabitants j— but how neglected ? how unim- 
proved i One fide of its walks inclofed by a low, 
fhabby wall; the other, by a (linking ditch of 
ftanding water 1 and the centre, ,am unwholfome, 
fwatfcpy piece of ground, very nearly related t« 
the famous bogs of this ifland.— - All the leflfer ,ci* 
ties, and trading great towns of England, and in* 
dead of all nations, have contiguous walks, well 
improved, for the exercife and pleaiure of the in- 
habitants. The city of Edinburgh, though very 
feiall, compared to Dublin, has greatly the advan- 
tage 
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tagc of it in walks and prolpedts. They have a 
large piece of ground called the Meadow, that has 
a terraced walk, with quickrfet hedges, all round 
it — and through the centre, a 'fine gravelled walk,' 
with flirubberies on each fide, and a Chinefe houfe 
at the termination. 

As to Steven's Green, I have heard fome per- 
. fons, who looked like gentlemen, cry,— — "O! 
" the fine lawn !— what, fpoil the fine lawn !" s ■ 
and to increafe the abfurdity, the citizens, at a 
great expence, have ere&ed a bnztqueftrianjiatue 
ofbisprefent Majefty in the centre of this very fine 
lawn ^ and, by that diftance, deprived us of en- 
joying the pleafure of this great expence, by admi- 
ring the merit of the workmanfliip ! It was with 
fome. difficulty I obtained a view of it at a proper 
diftance; and as I have feen thofe in Paris and 
London, I agree with the obfervation already 
made, that this king and borfe, in fprrit, elegancfe, 
and propriety, excels all the modern produ&ions ! 
What pity is. it, -therefore, that thole gentlemen 
who have employed the public money fo well, 
should not exert the lame fpirit, and proceed to 
improve a fpot of ground, that may be made, by 
J£ny perfonof common ability, a real ornament to 
this great and* populous city. 

I am, Sir, 
Your humble fervant, 

K _A Passenger, 
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. LETTER CVII. • 
• To the fame. 



I 



Dear Sir, 



AM to acknowledge, another inftance of friendr 
(hip to me, by the valuable prefent of the volumes 
of the Ramblers, which I received with the utmoft 
pleafure-, fyice, I am wtU informed, the author of 
them is a gentleman in London, with whom I am 
-acquainted, and for whom I have the. higheft re- 
fpeft -, having long eftcerrjed him a foremoft gcniu$ 
in: that kingdom. . 

I hear you arc promoting a fubfeription for a 
new edition of Shakefpeare's workj,,to be pub- 
liftied by Mr. Johrifon — befides the opportunity 
of fhewing my refpefl: to every thing printed by 
you, I fhould think it a reproach to have my name 
omitted in a lift of fubferibert to any thing of Mr. 
Johnfon's.— -JJy carefully inferting it, and lending 
me word by my fervant, what is the firft payment, 
you will add to the many obligations already con- 
ferred on, 

. Dear Sir, 

Your obedient fervant. . 
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LETTER CVIIL 

To his Grace the Duke of Dorset. 

Dublin, Feb. 1759. 



My Lord, 



T. 



HE lingular misfortune that attended me ltft 
fummer, in not having the honour of paying nay 
duty to your Grace, during my fhort ftay in Lon- 
don, has hung upon me ever fince, as an accident 
of confequence? and nothing but evils of all 
kind have, to this day, (unrounded me !-— To 
enumerate them, would be laying too g«eat a taflc 
#n your Grace's timfc and patience. ( 

Our plan of operation, as formed in London 
. laft fiimmer, with the afliftance of Mr. Garrick, 
was' to have Mr. Digges, and Mrs. Ward, from 
Edinburgh — and poor, unfortunate Cibber, with 
Maddox, and other geniuffes, with a pantomime, 
from London, to open with';— and that Mrs* Fitz- 
henry (late'Mrs Gregory) (hould be engaged to 
join Mr. Sheridan, who was to come over to us in 
January, when our antagonifts, Barry and Wood- 
ward, had partly exhaufted their fire. , If thefe 
poijrt* Judtad&.tfll carried, even our opponents 

admit 
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admit, they had been totally defeated. But your 
Grace, no doubt, has heard, that a* cruel ftorm ' 
deprived me of the expetted aid from England j 
as the fhip, in which they failed from Parkgate, 
was caft away, and foundered on the coaft of Scot- 
land, and above feventy paflengers were drowned ! 
Tothis was added, the difappointment of Mr. She- 
ridan, who was detained in London by. his oratorial 
fchemej which, of courfe, drove Mrs. Fkzhenry 
(the capital aftrefs) into an article with our op- 
ponents. 

I will not doubt Qf obtaining your Grace's pity, 
when you behold me furrounded with thefe misfor- 
tunes, and left to form an oppofuion to fuch force 
as Barry and Woodward, in a fpacious new The- 
atre, with novelty and every attraction to fupport 
them! But with the ufliftawe of, Digges, and 
Mrs. Ward, from Edinburgh,-— and ohe Brown, 
who had been matter o£ the company at Bath, who 
had fcqxe talents foe cotiiedy, we opened together 
on the 22d of Oftobcr,— which, being a govern- 
ment play, we began. with, a command. And as 
Digges and Ward wererthe originals in Mr» Hume's 
. tragedy of Douglas— and Brown was. well received 
in the parts of Benedifl, and Don John in the 
Chance$ j-^— with the . aid of a new pantomime — 
I was juft able to keep them alive 'till the 23d of 
January, when I began the benefits, two months 
t Voi. I. U fooner 
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Iboner than ufual— and fo much were we pitied 
for our misfortunes, and approved for our perseve- 
rance, by the generous public, that from the end 
of February, to fifteen benefit plays, were taken 
the fum of two thoufand and twenty-feven pounds, 
to the great diftrefs of our antagonifts $ who were 
by that meafure reduced to the neceffity of implo- 
ring the aid of five or fix fafhionable ladies of qua- 
lity to befpeak plays, and make, a ticket-intercft 

for their nights as they do at Bath, and other 

little places, where there are (trolling companies. 
Thefe leading ladies were, Lady Kildare, Lady 
Tyrone, Mrs, Gardiner, Mrs. Clements, &c. 

Mr. Sheridan's oratorial tranfa&fons, at Oxford 
and London, this winter, Lprefume, have fallen 
within your Grace's notice :— how far they have 
inerited your regard, I (hall learn hereafter. By 
his laft letter he has informed me of his fixed re- 
fokvtion to return no more to this kingdom, atid 
his determination to fell alt his property in Ire* 
land, if he can find a purchafer. I am of opinion, 
the purctiafe-money will clear all his debts herc**- 
and then the world is open to him, to ftrike out a 
new fortune. He has merit, and fanguine hopes. 
For my part; not being of that happy number, my 
hopes are blafted, and my profpeft barren. — That 
I have bread fecured tome, I am for ever to thank 
. your Grace * and as ail the little money I have in 

the 
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thp worJd is included in Mr. Sheridan's mortgage, 

I am to pray for * purchafer and then I (ball 

gladly retire from the plagues of a Theatre* 

At the end of two qt three weeks, I hope to 
have the honour of paying my duty to your Grace 
in kpndon, as becomes, 

k My Lord, 

Your demoted* faithful fervant 



LETTER CIX. 

To Mr 4 W* P. P- at Eton/ 

Dubiifl, April, ifsgl 

My dear Billy* 

Jj[/ ASTER Sunday gives me an holiday} and I 
cannot enjqy it with more pleafure, than by wri- 
ting to ypu, 

Your letter, of the 8th of laft month, was written 
after a filence of five months •, which reduced you, ! 
as ufual, to your apologies — and ends with your 
dependence upoA my good-nature. I will tell you 
what you may depend upon with more fafety— — 
U 2 my/ 
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my experience, and judgment of life and human 
nature ! I know, if it was not for your large fliare 
of good-nature, I fliould not have a letter from you 
in lefs than a year, as you are now advanced and 
fituated. I know your avocations — your appoint- 
ed bufinefs, antf recreations, as neceffary as your 
food, muft employ every hour. But your account 
of your exercife for the Chriftmas holidays, as ap- 
pointed by Do&or Barnard,' gave me pleafure — It 
was Bacchus— and your words are — " I applied 
" myfelf during the greateft part of the holidays, 
" and for a month after to my Bacchus" 

Indeed, my dear boy, I am glad you were not 
at your ftudies with us in Ireland j if you were, 
you would not have quitted that fubjeft at the end 
of the month— no, nor at the end of the year ! —for 
the gentlemen of this country, old and young, 
ftudy nothing dlfe, and have no other fubjeft than 
Bacchus. 

As I know your abilities, and happy difpofition 
to conquer every difficulty* in your way, I am to 
prefume you are by this time a complete matter 
of [Latin compofition ; and fhall expeft, with plea- 
fure, to fee the happy effe&s in fome valuable Eqg- 
lijb cojnpQfition. The getting fet talks of Greek 
• and Latin by heart, or (as you fay) by art, (for 
the memory, by habit, certainly ftrengthens like the 

mufcles 
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mufclcs of the body) thole talks may be completed 
by many a dull fellow — but compofition! — the lad 
that works well there without genius, muft be a 
prodigy indeed ! But you have heard me before 
now on the fubjeft of fchool-abfurdities— you 
know my firft converfation with your Eton-Mailer, 
the accomplilhed, polite Doftor Barnard— was on 
that fubjeft He gave into my way of thinking- 
arid pleaded the difficulty of altering the mode— 
which was founded (the rules and the price) three 
hundred years ago f He pointed to a young Duke 
before us, who had the beft maftcrs attending him 
for muficj dancing, and fencing at a great expence ; 
and the Dodtor, who had the care of 'his morals, 
and the inftrufting him in the languages, had but 

FOUR ROUNDS A YEAR. 

Hear my' friend Mr. Sheridan on this point :— 
<c What caufe can be afligned, that we ftill proceed 
" in the fame method ? Is it a blind veneration 
" to the inftitutions and cuftoms of old? Upon 
<c the fame principle, we might juft as reafonably 
c< meet our enemies in the fame fort of armour as 
<c worn by our countrymen before the invention of 
*guns." 

But we will refer any further remarks on this 
fubjeft, 'till we have the pleafure of meeting, — 
which, I hope, will be very foon. 

U 3 I 
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I fee, by our news-papers, the Jamaica fleet is 

fafcly arrived in the port of London; and by thfc 

account in your laft letter, of your good father's 

determined refolution >±-l hope he is fafe in his 

own houfe — if fo, I (hall proixiife myfelf the plea* 

fure of feeing him greatly recovered by his native 

air. If his life is but preferved, which is of fo 

much importance to his young family— trouble not 

thy head, my dear boy, with unpleafmg dreams 

about law-fuits — .in my opinion, the expence and 

delays of the law are infuppbrtable ; and that 4 

law-fqit is better loft than prolonged. 

And fo your poor uncle Rothery is dead I I am 
fure you felt a parting pang-— he was your fricnd-*- 
and indeed a friend to every one but himfdf, and 
the remains of his unhappy family, who are greatly 
to be lamented. I am furfc you want but the power 
tp be a real friend to them. 



A4iw? 
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LETTER CX. 

To tyfrs. Spooner, in London* 

Wolfeley^hall, June, 1759. 
Dear Madam, 

O U, who have read the defcription of the 
happy valley in Abiffinia, cannot have a finer pic- 
ture of this place, than that drawn by your old ac- 
quaintance Mr Johrifon : — this is the very place ! 
and yet we are like Raffelas, and his fifter, the 
princefs — content jls not here : — this hint is given 
to take off a little of your wonder, that, like them 
we are meditating otor efcape :— — The reafons for 
this ftiuft be referred to our pkafurable meeting, 
the httct end of the next month. 

Some bufmefs calling Sir W. to London, we 
have fixed our rout for Hampflvre, to fee a fifter 
of mine, who has long folicited the vifit. We fet 
out from henceonWednefd ay next for Birmingham, 
in our way to Oxford :— when at Birmingham, I 
lhall endeavour to fee our old friend G*r&/,— if 
fp, your health in a bumper follows. 



As 
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As to your friend, my wife, our meeting here 
was clever — : — I got to Wolfeley on Monday the 
nth of this month, at noon, from London, — and 
{he arrived in a poft-chaife from Chefter, at fix that 
very evening ! Now, fuch a meeting could not 
be premeditated, unlefs the winds and waves had 
been bribed to be in the fecret. Here we have 
wandered like the firft pair in Paradife— from lawn 

to bower and converfe with fawns, and the 

fillies, who are our conftant, familiar, and only 

companions and fuch companions as we would 

not eafily quit, if reafons cogent did not prevail. 

My wife, who has been looking over me, defires 
I will take my notes a few (trains lower ; and tho* 
fhe knows 1 am writing to a near relation of the 
Mufes, that I will defcend to bufinefs, and a little 
common fenfe. She fays, trunks and cbefts full of 
valuables, though unpoetical things, arc yet abfo- 
* lutely neceflary in this lower world ; and therefore 
begs I will requeft the favour of you to take pof- 
fefiiori of them, as we fhall take only a poft-trunk 
and valefle acrofs the country with us. 

All our news from Dublin is filled with the late 
revolution in theatrical affairs, which is now com- 
pleted ;n.^Barry and Woodward are now fixed on 
the throne ; and like their brother kings of Brent- 
ford, may now fmeil at the fame nofegay, in peace 

and 
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and fafety. This obfervation fhould fill me with 
fad thoughts— but away ! — I will be a fbibfapher\ 
and that is to be greater than any king in Europe. 

Pray make our refpeftful compliments toDo&or 
Jemm and Mr. Spooner — what a happy fellow 
am I to live to be envied ! — The Doftor envies me ! 
He does me honour — but if I miftake not (as I 
know his good-nature) he may live to pity me- — 
for I much fear the hardcft part of my talk is to 
come! 

In a fmooth fea the Tailor {hows no (kill—* 
But he difplays it all in hurricanes ! 

My hurricane is coming on ! the clouds are 

gathering ! but let it come ! poor or pros- 
perous-— philofopher or wretch— in all conditions 
let me remain, and fubfcribe myfelf 

Your faithful friend, 

And fervant. 
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LETTER CXI. 

To Mf. W. P. P. at Scarbotoiigh. 

London, Auguft ao, 1759. 



W. 



E have been too long ftrangers— rural avo- 
cations have employed us both * in which, I daw 
fay, I have greatly had the advantage of yo u 
for no fine fcndfcape of the greateft mailer that 
ever cxifted, can e*cefed the views round Wolftley- 
hall. From thence I went with my wife into 
Hampfhire, to fee my fitter whdre we enjoyed the 
pleafurcs of Portsmouth — a large garrifoned town, 
with caftles, batteries, out-works, all mounted— 
9II in arms !— what proipeflts from the works ! — 
Acrofs the fiiie harbour of Spithead, we had the 
Ifle of Wight lying twenty-two miles in breadth 
before us. We dined one day faith the .Admiral, 
on board the Royal Ann, (a firft-rate) a guard- 
fhip at Spithead— what a floating caftle! But 
how (hall I defcribe the wonders of the dock-yard ! 
the various amazing manufa&ures employed in 
building the Britannia, a firft-rate, that has been 
three years on the ftocks ? They fay two thoufand 
men are employed in the different branches of the 
dock-yard. There ftands within the walls, a fine 

academy 
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academy for the education of their youth for the 

fea-fervice and belides feveral large, detached 

houfes for the governor, and other great officers, 
there are rows of buildings, like Southampton* 
row, near your London-houfe, with well-planted 

walks before, and good gardehs behind them, 

I am of opinion, what I have already defcribed 
will fomewhat exceed your account of Scarbo- 
rough, which I lhall expeA in return. If I have 
any guefs at the difpbfition of my deaf Billy-, the 

pleafures ot Scarborough for him are few 1 

wilhed for you every day at Portfmouth-^but par*, 
ticularly at my vifits to the dockyard, where I 
really wanted a companion like you. 

, But all is vanished '—and as the Wife Mah faid, 
AU is vanity !— I am returned to London, to win- 
ter here in melancholy— almoft iti defpair ! The 
lofles 1 have Juftained in DuWin, ire, I fear, at 
my time of life, irretrievable ! If fo— ^why, then 
I have obtained a fine eftercife for my philofopby, 
and muft try its force, 

You have all the pleafures of this world open- 
ing to you, and are Weft wkh the 'power to enjoy 
(hem ! that all may be completed by a feries 
of good health, (hall be the conftant prayer of 

Tour affe&ionate, &c f 
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LETTER CXI. 

To Mr. Secretary Donaldson, at Jamaica. 

London, May, 1760. 



I 



Dear Sir, 



GAVE you a letter, of importance to me, to 
deliver to my brother-in-law P , at your ar- 
rival, which, I have rcafon to fear, was too late; 
as I find he died there about the aoth of April, 
1759 I alfo wrote you a letter from Dublin, 
agreeable to promife at parting; in which I gave 
you the fulled defcription of our theatrical warfare, 
and of the difficulties I was involved in, by the 
fatal lofs of the fhip from Parkgate, in which was 
your old friend Theo. Cibber, and five or fix other 
geniufles, who were coming to my affiftance as 
auxiliaries and after that lofs, by the more im- 
portant one of Mr. Sheridan ; whole private af- 
fairs prevented his coming over, agreeable to the 
well-concerted plan fettled the fummer before, in 
Ixyidan. However, like an old veteran, I deter- 
mined not to ftrike to the enemy ; and defended 
the old royal fovereign, 'till fhe funk under me ! 
I was then reduced to my long-boat ! and had 
the good fortune to reach the Englifh fhort? in 

fafetyl 
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fafety ! But, I muft confcf9 to you, I landed on 
my native ground with forrow; which it was not 
in the delightful groves of Wolfeley to remove. — 
At the approach of winter, I arrived in London, 
and am in lodgings at the carpet-warehoufe in 
KingVftreet, Covent-garden. 

I have but little left from this fhipwreck, but the 
fmall appointment procured me by his Grace of 

Dorfet 5 but I am (thank God) out of debt : 

my kind friends do all they can to confole me •,— • 
but I have found the greateft relief from a work 
that has employed and amufed me all this winter 
paft, and is now very near going to the prefs— 
An Hiftorical View of the Theatres of London and 
Dublin, frdm the Tear 1730, to the prefent 1760 ; 
by way of fupplement to my old friend Cibber's 
Hiftory, who brought it to 1730 — in which all the 
remarkable anecdotes and events will be inferted. 
I have long had fome materials for this work, and 
my theatrical friends greatly flatter me, if I am 
not equal to thfe talk. I fhall certainly fend the 
two yolunies to' ycfr by the firft conveyarice— that 
is, if I hear we, remain as we parted. lam forry 
to add that proof is wanting — becaufe, fo far from 
a line directed to me, I had the mortification of 

reading your letter to my fitter P- , on bufinefs, 

in which I was too (lightly mentioned. But why 
not a letter to me inclofed i My letter from Dub- 
lin, 
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Jin, I remember, cQrttained (»mong other things) 
#n account of the uockfign^d diftrefs you brought 
upon me, by the recommendation of young Dow- 
cfol-'-an adventurer, who, upon trial, had not any 
pne requifite for the ft age ^ and a§ our Boat was 
overloaded, and in danger of finking, I could not 
get admiffion for a ftrangcr — therefore, of courfe, 
(befides the concern he gave me) the little fqpport 
he had for four or five months, and the .fending 
him off to England, was ovjt of my private pocket. 

Thus, my dear Donaldfon, does it too ofteip 
happen to the unfqrtunate ;— which I Ihoukl not 
have ipformed ypu of again, if I was fure my letter 
from Dublin had not miflfcd fts way— becaufe you 
me^nf >vcll both to the young man and me ; but I 
cjifl %\\ in my power to prevent his commencing $ 
vw-thUfs aftpr — a being, in my opinion, the moft 
contemptible of all God's creature? ! Ypu may re- 
member I faved our friend from that forry 

£pn4itk>n to which he feemed deftincd \ and I heard 
lately, from a relation of his, that he is pbrq^d, a 
captain of fqot, and an cngirjeg^qn the ftaft 

Pray m^ke my refpeftful compliments to you/ 
Lieutenant Governor, Mf. Moore*. I had the 

t * This geqtlemari, at his return tp London, was created a 
Baronet, (Sir Henry Moore) and font Governor of New- 

York, where he died. 

pleafure 
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pleafure of beipg very intimate with him *a th# 
days of our youth | and I hope I ftill live ia Jus 
memory :—that he lives in jni*M?> i$ not to be won- 
dered at^becaufe he not only fct out in life with 
a (hining fortune, but with the abilities <tf an ac* 
compli&ed gentleman* I havp long fince rejoiced 
at the conftant accounts of his health and ad- 
vancement, 

I remain, 
Your affe&ionate friend, 

And femat. 



LETTER CXII. 

Tq Mrs. QmreiTH , ^t Kilkenny: 

London, June, 1760. 

J OY f joy ! my dear friend * 1 jfek a ftart of 

that tranijiorc which HfiBed yow foul, when you 
heard the bleffed founds o£ place f provijen! inob- 
pendance !—Dubourg, who is jufl arrived here, 
never told any ftory fo weM, nor looked fo hand- 
fome, as when he related the particulars of your 
hufband's interview, and ftrange events with Mr.- 

Secretary 
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Secretary Rigby, at the Caftle. Why, you may 
now take upon you the airs of Lady Wronghead ; 
and with the greateft propriety fay, whenever he 
talks of the place he got at court — u Pray, who 
are you beholden to for That?" It was your 
charms that firft infpired him to begin the love- 
correfpondence ; and it was your fuperiour talents 
at letter-writing, that animated and prolonged that 
pafllon : — -in ftiort, it was that alone that got the 
man> that got the book* that got the place, that got 

the boufe that Jack built! Wdl— I will love 

the Duke of Bedford for reading, and underftand- 
ing, and providing for Henry and Frances ! 

I had the pleafure of receiving your welcome 
letter from the hands of our old acquaintance 
Maurice ; who, I hear, is translated from a difmal 
ftage-conftable, (which, you know, was his beft 
part) to ajuftice in North-America. And, in- 
deed, as'he had an univerfity education, and is an 
honyft fellow, I rejoice -at his tranflation. This 
reminds me of my famous couplet, which clofed a 
firing of dOggrel curfes I'fent your huiband one 
rainy Sunday morning, to threaten hini with, if he 
did bring you to dine with us : 

May you, Hk& Turk, .for ever Chaw-Rice, 
And be ftage conftable, like Mau-Rice. 



As 
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As to die requeft in your letter, which you are 
pleafed to make — it is granted, though with the 
greateft relu&ance. I muft approve of your 
good fenfe in making it, though it deprives me of 
two of the bed pages in my book* As an author * 
always thinks he writes beft (and indeed with 
truth) when he likes his fubjeft. I read it to 
Maurice — and he grinned, and lhewed his good 
teeth by way of approbation, and faid, " it was 
" pity it fhould be loft." 

Aftd now I am on this fubjeft — ai)d you are 
now the comptrollers lady, I muft addfefs you for 
your intercft in Ireland, for my book. As there 
have been fo many ftrange events, and remarkable 
anecdotes, within thefe fourteen years paft, I fhould 
think the fubjeft would excite curiofity. Cibber's 
Hiftory of his own Times is brought down to 
1730, where mine begins, by way of Supplements 
My wife joins my congratulations to Mr. Griffith, 
and fends her refpe&s to you ; and adds the felf- 
fame compliment you make of her in your Tetter. 

. As to theatrical news — I have juft now com- 
pleted an agreement between Mr. Garrick and Mr. 
Sheridan, to be together on Chares, on *hofe nights 
he performs. Mr. Sheridan has been thefe nine 
months paft in Winritbr-jCaftle, (a dear place for 
provifions) with a wife, four children, and three 

Vol, I. -X fervants 
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fervants. As to Dublin, you may depend on it, 
that Moflbp, Sowdon, Brown, and Sparks, will be 
in Smock-alley Theatre next Winter; and if they 
get Mrs. Bellamy, or Ward, they will make a vi- 
gorous oppofition. Mr. Moflbp has taken the 
leafe, and purchafed the wardrobe, &c. by which 1 
am releafed from a dangerous trufteefhip •, which 
is a joyous circumftancc to me. 

I am, 

(With the greateft fincerity) 
Your affectionate friend and fcrvant. 



LETTER CXIIl. 

To the fame, in Dublin. 

London, July, i;6o. 
Dear Madam, 

JL HAD the pleafure of your fpeedy reply to 
my laft letter, which was as delightful as the 
feafon — and as welcome as the Sowers in May, (as 
the brave Iriftiman fays.) I aflure you I fet a high 
value on all your letters ; and have a great plea- 
fure in contemplating on the continuance of this 
correfpondence, which can be executed with great 
facility on your part, — as you are happy at inven- 
tion, 
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tion, and an eafy flowing flile, in which all things 
in the literary way are comprehended. The know- 
ledge of this truth made me . forry to hear you 
have been tranflating. — That humble employment 
can only be fit for one whofe merit (at moft) is 
having the powers of the French language. As 
that is not your narrow condition, and as nothing 
but' better fpirits are wanting to animate you to 
exert your own ftrength, I beg you will now begin 
upon your own bottom, and lay down the plan for 
a good comedy j — from the certain fuccefs of 
which, that fame venerable, fortunate houfe that 
Jack built, may be furnilhed with more elegance, 
than from the ftipend that attends it. However, 
as I would have nothing in which you have been 
employed, thrown away, — and as I will conclude 
this extraordinary French piece had great attrac- 
tion — you may command me, when you pleafe, to 
treat with thofe ftrange beings, the bookfellers* ; 
November (they fay) is the firft month for publi- 
cation ; but the three months after Chnftmas bet* 
ter ftill. 

Your hufband writes to me like a grazier, about 
felling his property in Smithfield. Pray tell him 



# This was a tranftation of the Memoirs of the celebrated 
Madam de l'Enclos, which I fold to Dodfley, in Pall-mall. 

X 2 tO 



Digitized by 



Google 



308 ORIGINAL LETTERS. 

to hold tip \\is head, and let him know the hoBdnr 
you cjo him by being called bis lady ! He has 
given me fomptjiing like a reafpn Y?hy your late 
remarkablp event Ihould not be related in the 
Chrqnicje ; aqd yet he fays, I may give the poem, 
called Gratituck, addrejfcd to the Duchefs of Bed- 
ford, to that paper ; but I defirc you to tell him, 
I will nctf. As theftory was told, (and well told 
it was, though I fay it, tfotf fliQuld not) the poem 
was properly introduced there •, as from the hafty 
overflowings of a grateful heart, too much agitated 
to be cqrre&, $wt to, fee a fhwt, lifelefs poem, 
lyith a t\\]$ as Ipug as the piece, without knowing 
nyhy qr wherefore, exhibited as fomething of me- 
rit, andfropi Frances, tn$ Frances !-r-r— Pray tell 
t^e grazier, I (hall take more care of the reputa- 
tion of Frances !— tell him, I will print them, if 
he will let mc put Henry at the bottom ; for Hen- 
ry may write gratefully to the Duchefs as well as 
Frances,—— And yet, now I have given a little 
vent to my paffion, I cannot help faying, I love 
that fame Henry very well. I muft own, he was 
a very courtly, fine gentleman, when he was gain- 
ing the heart of Lady Frances — but caret good 
lord, hojv it will alter fome folks ! 

Well, after all, it; is impoflible to tell howmjuch 
yoy aps beholden to me. for committing all this 

chit- 
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chit-chat to paper. I give you joy of your late re- 
covery from a dangerous fituation— — And fb have 
I been in labour-pains all this year, and am but 
juft delivered of toy Sottrktn*. It is not dead yet, 
but I very much fear it will, as foon as it is chrift- 
ened, and carried abroad into the world. If Henry 
and Frances were with me, I fiiould defy the foul 
fiend, and all the group of critics ! — However,, if 
any fnarler fhould bark at me in Dublin, have 
your whips ready to drive him into his hole again : 
— Do this for oharity. The fooner you employ 
me in your fervice, the more welcome to 

lour faithful flieiid, 

And fervant. 



^HltfoTyoftlitfThcatitt. 



X $_ LET- 
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LETTER CXIV. 



Dear Madam, 



To the fame, in Dublin. 

London, April, 1761. 



M> 



Y fears are greatly abated — I have recovered 
mylpirits! and chiefly by an invitation from the 
Earl of Orrery, to breakfaft with him, to thank me 
for the entertainment my Hiftiry of the Theatres has 
given him •, and to ch.de me for not adding an in- 
dex to the lait volume ; which his Lordfhip had 
been obliged to add to his own books himfelf.— — 
This honour was the mote extraordinary, as we 
had not met for twenty years ; and the more fatis- 
faftory, as his Lordfhip was better acquainted 
with the fubjeft than any of the junior readers — 
I have had the like confolation from other diftin- 
guifhed perfonages 5 which has fettled my mind in 
rtgard to the temporary, modern critics, to whom 
I have given too much room for common-place criti- 
cifms. I am now too fenfible of the many errors 
that work is filled with ; and fome fhall be cor- 
rcfted, if it lives to a fecond edition. 



As 
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As to the complaining part of your laft letter, 
1 have happily forgot the caufe of it. However, 
if I am as guilty as there fet forth, I have given you 
a fit occafion to exert your mcrCy. To pardon 
the failings of thofe we efteem, is the true office 
and very effence of friendftiip. You talk of our 
paffing a iummer together — of the pleafuresof fuch 
a fituation — and then of the odds againft that hap- 
pinefs — perhaps fo : — You know me to be an ene- 
my to flattery. At the end of the firft volume of 
my Hiftory, I have defcribed the faithful fituation 
of my heart, when I was lofing fight of the Irifti 
fhore. I then felt inexpreffible pangs at the fears 
of never more feeing a people I had long loved !-— 
If I fhould name my favourites, perhaps your 
concern would be increafed, if our doom was cer- 
tainly fixed never to meet again. But I will not 
give way to the thoughts of fuch a fevere fentence : 
— therefore, with the hopes of a better fate, let us 
purfue a better fubjeft, and turn our thoughts to 
a more pleafing theme-*-to your pofitive powers to 
give pleafure to an admiring world ! and. by that 
means to your abfent friends. 

I muft and will infift on your having inventive 
powers ! — call them forth !— think of the pleafures 
attending a fine imagination ! — Digeft the out-lines 
of your fable well before you begin to write— let 
your capital characters be ftriking 5 and as for in- 

cidents, 
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cjdents, they will arife moft pkafingly as you travel 
on ; they will appear like good ions on the road- 
fide, and accommodate you with agreeable refresh- 
ment* I mud admit that a proper flotation is ab- 
solutely ntceffary ; the mind moft be undifturbed, 
nay Toothed to that charming concent, as to make 
it pregnant with lively ideas 1 1 will hope that 
fuch a fituation Lady Frances may now enjoy- 
Even a cottage, with fuch a Henry as yours* may 
be the fcerie ! But as your better fortunes will 
now afford you fuch accommodations as *re a little 
more fuited to your quality, what more can- be re 
quired.?' Therefore, pray let me heajr no more 
complainings. 

I am glad you approve of Henry's embryo- 
novel— and yet why lhould I doubt it ? , He has 
merit, and you have partial fondnefs— what can 
that produce, but a fair report i I expedt (and 
ihall be fure to find) fomething mafterly in every 
performance of his— but Love in Excefs> delicately 
exprefled, and defended by Platonicks ! — that pye- 
cruft fortification ! There I ihall enjoy you both ! 
There you will give infinite pleafure ! And yet 
nothing elfe in the romantic way is- worth reading. 
Hang all the mufty, moralizing, philofophic ftuffl 

My bookfeller tells me he has juft now heard, 
that there is going to the prefs, a Critical Letter, 

directed 
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direfted to me, frbm a gpntieman in Lincoln's In* ; 
if Iits remarks arefcn&ble, and within the botnadsr 
of good-manners, they fhall be welcome to me, 
whatever they are tt* the public v for I never had 
the vanity to cxpeft a reputation by my wri* 
tings— but the contrary is to be feared : I hear an? 
old antagonift is arrived, and bis wicked heart, 
prompted by his poverty, will tead him any 
lengths If he is rude, I fltaft take up my cudgel* 
inftead 0* my pen. Your fedyfhip (hall fee the 
*orky and then hear dte event. 



I remain. 



•9 



Your dfevoted frieftd and fervant. 

V 

LETTER CXV. 

To the fame. 



I 



LOVE Angularities r I wi» addreft my kttzr 
to my dteareft Lady Frances ! for as you have the 
deportment and ftntiments of a woman of quality, 
you are one of God Almighty's making, and intended 
as a fampfe for thofc of the King's creating to copy 
after. 

It 
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It is a certain fad, that the perfonal accomplifh- 
ments of the late juftly celebrated Mrs. Oldfield, 
were fo confiderable at the age of twenty-four, that 
the men of quality, who, at that time, had the 
pleafure of her acquaintance, aflerted that Gibber's, 
dramatic pencil had delineated the real character 
of Oldfield, in the imaginary one of Lady Betty 

Modifh ! She was beautiful, without artifice — 

and her addrefs and converfation polite and enga- 
ging, without affe&ation : but fhe had the agree- 
able, provoking power of coquetry to diftraftion ! 
and though my Lady Frances has not out-lived 
that power-, yet, as her good fenfe has long fince 
diredted her to lay it down, a man may venture to 
be in the lift of her admirers, without the danger 
of being cxpofed by her wit and ill-nature ! For 
all coquets arc ill-natured creatures, nay cruel— — 
for furely to give arty one premeditated pain, is 
cruelty. 

In my opinion, there is nothing more hateful on 
earth than caprice ! — This temper, in the ladies, is 
called coquetry. I know but of one excufe that 
can be heard with patience, in favour of either of 
thofe delinquents, viz. their being young. The 
want of years is generally attended with the want 
of judgment ; and people without judgment to di- 
rect them in their choice, are prone to change. 
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I beg you will remember to enlarge on this fub- 
je& iri your future letters to the young ladies ; and 
tell them, coquetry may become the courtezan^ and 
anfwer her purpofes'; but muft certainly difgrace 
the woman of virtue* Beauty, with a proper edu- 
cation, may be of advantage to the pofleUbr, but 
it is too often a misfortune; and, for this reafon, 
the filly owner is too apt to place her only depend- : 
ance on that perifhable commodity ; and to negleft 
cultivating and improving her mind, and acquiring 
charms that are permanent, and univerfally admi- 
red. This ftiameful negjleft is owing to that com- 
mon error in all boarding- fchools, where girls are 
taught to be dexterous in fewing a fampler, and 
fkilled in ufelefs needle-works, which, with the 
common eflays of thedancihg-mafter, are the only 
qualifications of a modern fine lady ; who comes 
into the tforld illiterate and ignorant. And this 
education of courfe fatisfies all the foolifh mothers, 
who are not the leaft defirous of having their daugh- 
ters one jot wifer than themfclves. 

But to bufinefs — I had a letter a few days ago 
from your Henry, which never tells me too much. 
He faid his novel was finifhed ; but he was at a lofs 
for a fate hand to fend it by : — that your tragedy 
was finifhed alfo, and that he was mealuring the 
lines. What does he mean by that ? — Counting 
his fingers, to catch lines with eleven fyllables ! I 

hope 
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hope not to £— hecauie fomc with eleven are abfo- 
lutely neceflary to dcftroy that monotony that 
would otheFwife enlue* Now, though I huffed 
you once for finging out of tune* 1 dare truft yotfr 
ear as to numbers — and if your play has but bufi- 
nefs and ipirit, and is interfiling, I have no doubt 
of your diftion— the poetical is the laft and leait 
part of a tragedy. 

I remember being with Mr, Booth, when Thorn- 
fon read his manufcript tragedy of Sophonifba, (his 
firff play) when he came to the fifth a&, it opened 
thus : 



»<< The breezy Spring 



*' Sits loofely floating on the mountain top, 
u And deals her fweets around."— *-*- 

* 4 Very fine, (fays Booth) — but what the devil does 
41 it do here ?— I had rather that pretty flbwer was 
u ftuck in the middle of a love-poem, than in the 
•* fifth a£t of a tragedy I*— And it was well raid. 

Adieu my dear Lady Frances* 
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IE T T E R CXVI. 



Tq theRigfa Hon, Poster Andrews, Fraroo&of 
Triivty-CoUeg*, Dublin. 

London, Nov. 1761. 
SIR, 

J^AM greatly obliged by being hpnouredwith 
your commands, which I have obeyed with plea* 
fure. But I obferve, in your agreeable letter, you 
are pleafant on fome part of our conyerfation, the 
laft evening we were tpgether. I muft own I have 
a molt unfociablq averfiQn to fools v and am fome- 
times thought, even by perfons of ienfe and virtue, 
to carry this cenfure fomewhat too far. la this I 
have been mifunderftQod— J do not require geniujfrs 
■—let them be only modeft and gpodrhumoured, 
and I can live in harmony among them. But, 
furely, there is no natural neceflity for any, except 
common ideots, to be fuch incorrigible fools as one 
is mortified with every day ! 'Tis abfurdity, not 
weaknefs of intellect merely, I mean by this appel- 
lation. I cannot help being put out of temper, 
when chearfutntfs is exprefied by noife ; fociety by 
drinking ; learning by pedantry; wit by quibbles - 9 

good 
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good breeding by ceremony ; and politenefs by af- 
fectation. 

A man may not be able to read logic, or under- 
fland roetaphyfics, — yet furely he may have difcre- 
tion enough to avoid the ridicule of the characters 
juft mentioned. The world would not be half fo ab- 
furd, if men. had only their natural follies to account 
for; nor mankind half fo wicked, burfor adopted 
vices. Perhaps I am too nice ; and might be happier 
if I was not to make unfociable reflexions. The ac- 
complifhed man I admire > the honeft man I truft ; 
but 'tis the truly benevolent man 1 love. Huma- 
nity is the very confummation of virtue. 

You are acquainted with two or three of our 
molt celebrated wits in London •, we agreed that 
thofe diftinguilhtd men fliould have the prudence 
not to make themfelves too cheap ; leaft their wit 
fliould have the fame fate with a courtezan's beau- 
ty , — which lofes its value, becaufe all know it is 
within their power to enjoy. 

And now, my dear Sir, let me give you an inftance 
of what I call affedted modefty. A countryman 
of yours, a man of merit, fent his manufcript tra* 
gedy to a noble Lord of your acquaintance, whom 
I foon after met at a friend's houfe, and addrefled 
his Lordfhip on that fubject ; being defirous to 

' know 
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know his opinion of it. The noble Lord owned 
he had read it, but declined giving his opinion, as 
be was no judge. What an abfurd reply I — To have 
a critical knowledge in dramatic writing, particu- 
larly in regard to the propriety of the plan, or fable, 
is what very few are capable of attaining, that have 
not wrote for the ftage, or applied their ftudies to 
that grand and moft difficult part of dramatic po- 
etry. But gentlemen would not be quite fo free of 
confeffing themfelves no judges, if they would con- 
fider, that every man of fenfe is a judge of what is 
natural ; and that the very beft play is no more 
than a reprefentation of nature. 

I met the author foon after, and found him great- 
ly difgufted with the behaviour of his noble patron. 
Thofe who ufe men of genius with contempt and 
negleft, would do well to remember, that when they 
injure the man, the infult may be fcverely revenged 
by the poet. 

I remain, 

(With the greateft refpeft) 

Sir, 

Your moft obliged, 
Obedient fervant. 
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LETTER CXVIL 

To David Garrick, Efq. at Chatfworth, the feat 
of his Grace the Duke of Devonfhire. 



London, July, i;6i» 
'Dear Sir, 



Ti 



HOUGH you are far from my reach, yet for 
eve* in my thotights— As thofe wretched fpirits left 
in purgatory, muft for ever remember, and forever 
envy their friends in Elyfium !— There you are, 
travelling in delights, from grottos and cascades, to 
the evening board, covered with luxuriant viands ! 

Pray prefent my duty to the deity of the place ; 
1?h*ft be was in his mortal ftate, and Lord of Hi- 
bernia, I had the frequent honour of carrying a 
candle before hityi ; — nay, more, I had an opportu- 
nity of attempting to immortalize him in the birth- 
day fong : but, alas ! viin was the attempt !— 

my poor weak mufe was laughed at by the graces. 
He was immortalized before ! and thus fell the 
candle-bearer and the poet into oblivion* 
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LETTER CXVIIL 

To the Honourable * 

London, Auguft, 1762. 
Dear Sir, 

X, HAD the pleafure of yoitf reply to illy adven* 
turous letter 5— I muft call it fo, becaufe every ad- 
vifer runs the 'hazard of offending the very maa 
he endeavours to ferve. But you have the happi- 
nefs of a difpofnion to do well, and to aft rightly, 
and from thence you are pleafed to encourage me 
to go on, 

I will readily admit, there is one common efrdr, 
which we old fellows are top apt *to fall into-, and 
that is, the judging of things as they appear to us, 
— forgetting the pleafing form they wore in our 
youthful days. But, furely, at all feafons of life, 
this truth would be granted, that no clafs of men 
have a right to all the expenfive pleafures, but 
thofe born to large Fortunes ;— and y6t many of 
thofe, even born to the greateft, are made fuch 
dupes to iharpers, flatterers, and their own vanity, 
that they are undone, before they arrive at the pro- 
per age of manhood. 

Vol. L Y if 
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If fuch fpccdy havock has been made of the 
largeft eflates — what would become of the fmalleft, 
if judgment and prudence did not ftep in, to fave 
the morfel from the jaws of thofe gaping monfters ? 
Is it not ftrange, that the law cannot ftep in to de- 
ftroy thofe private robbers ? But it is a melan- 
choly truth, that the utmoft abilities of honefty are 
inferior to the more fubtil powers of vice j nor can 
human wifdom devife laws, which human cunning 
{hall not be able to elude. 

In a late converfation with your noble father on 
this fubjeft, he told me, he had taken proper op- . 
portunities to inform you of the true condition of 

the eftate. How vain is it then, and what 

muft be the confequence? — what but inevitable 
ruin to the man who deceives himfelf ? From the 
condition of the eftate, it is evident, that a care- 
ful, prudent fucceffor is wanted, to recover it from 
.the incumbrances it has long laboured under ; and 
from more that muft be laid on it for provifions 
for younger children. Now, my dear young 
friend, confider ferioufly with yourfelf, what ought 
to be your conduft, to perfuade your father to reft 
fecured, that you will be that careful prudent fuc- 
ceffor : — for you know the power is ihvefted in 
him to chufe his fteward ; and in the warmth of 
his difpleafure, at your late mifconduft, and the 
accidents that have happened, he has declared his 

refo- 
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rcfolution to veft his eftatc and manfion-houfe, at 
his demife, in the hands of truftees, for twenty-one 
years, to pay off the large mortgage, and your 
brothers' fortunes. 

Should that be done, (which God forbid) what 
muft be your condition? — the belt part of your, 
life muft be wafted with an empty title, and the 
fcanty income of two hundred pounds a year, ad- 
ded to your commiffion. 

But it is in your power to prevent this misfor- 1 
tune :-— a little facrifice muft be made to prudence 
—a talk, I grant you, difagreeable to youth ; but, 
in your cafe, unavoidable, and muft be done : — for 
weak and abfurd are the enjoyment of thofe plea-; 
fures, that we know muft be produdtive of our in- 
evitable deftruftion ! 

My argument in your defence I will never give 
up, viz. that you were fent into a corps of young 
men of quality, like yourfelf 5 and therefore to fall 
into their expenfive pleafure, was natural, and al- 
moft unavoidable I But let me beg of you to re- 
fleft, before it is too late. Barter not your ftjture 
happinefs to fugport empty lhadows, and falfe ap- 
pearances. 

Y 2 A 
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A way may eafily be marked out for you, which 
I am fore your own good fcnfe will readily ap- 
prove ; by that means, your father's favour, and 
good opinion, may be recovered; and the fatal 
ftroke, before-mentioned, prevented. 

I will promife myfelf the pleafure of feeing all 
this fulfilled ; and fhall rejoice in being any way 
instrumental in bringing about that happy period. 

I remain, 

Moft faithfully and affe&iofcateiy, 

Yours, 



LETTER CX1X. 

To Mr. Holland. 

Nov. iy6z. 
SIR, 

JlV.IT friend, Mr. Garrick, has informed me-of 
your rduAanee to the part of Protbm> in the Two 
Gtntlemen of Verona ; which I heard with no fmall 
concern, as I am interefted, as the editor, in the 

Tuccefs 
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fuceeis of that comedy ;-**and as thepwt is fit only 
for a capital a£or, I fhali be under no manner of 
diffidence in recorttttiending it to yon, and giving 
my opinion with fothe freedom on this fubjeft, by 
way of doing a general fervice to us both. 

You arc furpriscd already, perhaps, at the fcrtind 
of a part you have excepted to, doing you fervice, 
^— I prefume, a young man of your fire* when you 
turn your eye over a new part, it is- in q\ieft of riife 
fpirit, and the opportunities! for that ekerrion df 
voice, you art! fi> happily bleflf with,— —Thole 
powers are neceffary, and of abfolute ufe to ftfrrri a 
great attor ; but a conftant ufe of fuch parts, 
without an infinite degree of judgment, would drive 
a young performer into danger of acquiring a name 
that would be unpleafing to him. And I will 
venture to appeal to yourfelf, if you did not feel 
the . ]uft applaufe you met with in th? Prince of 
Wales^ with his fick father, to be more general, 
and to come home with more fatisfa&ion, than that 
which you received lately from your performance 
of Bajazet ! 

It is a judicious manner of kveUfpeaking^ that 

muft give the audience due impreflions of the fen- 

fible, good^aftpr.— When that is fully eftablifhed, 

—then, when his happy powers are properly called 

Y 3 forth, 
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forth, he will appear in full luftre ! Surely, if Mr. 
Holland will look over the part of Protheus with 
attention, he will find many beautiful fentiments, 
that require the greateft a&or we have to give them 
graceful utterance. 

I hear Mr. Garrkk has been fo kind, to fend 
you word, that after the appearance of the comedy 
this feafon, if your diflike continues, he will re- 
move it into other hands ;— — therefore I will not 
doubt of your giving me an opportunity of 
thanking you for your excellent performance 
of Protheus, 



I am, 

Sir, 
Your moft humble fervant. 
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LETTER CXX. 

To David Gabjuck, Efq, at Hampton. 

London, Sept. 1762. 



Dear Sir> 



A 



T my laft agreeable vifit to your delightful 
villa, one day was charmingly fpent at the houfe of 
your honourable friend, Mr. H n, at Hamp- 
ton-court, where his companion, Mr. Burke, great- 
ly added to the convivial repaft. I told you then 
.the enthufiaftic pleafure I felt in remembering, that 
houfe was built, and many years joyoufly inhabited, 
by my very worthy friend, Sir Richard Steele •,— 
and that a remarkable anecdote then arofe in my 
memory. You, I find, have recollefted that cir- 
cumftance ; and now defire to hear any fad rela- 
ting to that refpe&able man, long fince dead— but 
whofe writings will never die. 

The comedy of the Confcious Lovers was the laft 
blaze of Sir Richard's glory. I fat by him in 
Burton's box*, at the firft performance. — All the 



* A part then inclofed in the centre of the firft gallery, 
where places were kept at the price of the pit. 

performers 
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performers charmed him, but Griffin, in the cha- 
racter of Cimberton. The comedy was received 
with univerfal applaufe; and his Royal Patron, to 
whom k was dedicated, (George the Firft) fent the 
author a prefent of five hundred pounds. Whilft 
the play was in rehearfal, that old, tbrly critic, Mr. 
t)ennis, publifhed a fcurrilous pamphlet, to preju- 
dice the public againft it; — and amongft other 
fcandalous things, he called Sir Richard, in his 
preface, " an Irifh two-penny author *"— alluding 
to the Tatlers and Spectators. This bafe, vulgar 
treatment provoked me, rafhly, to enter the lifts — 
as you have feen a very young puppy bark and 
nibble the heels of an old imftiff.— — Sir Richard 
was pleafed with the attempt; and only infilled 
that his yovmg hero fhould print his name in the 
front of the epiftle, as it was diredted to him.— • 
This was done - 9 and the impreflion was fold off 

with the comedy. Pardon this vain digreflion . 

Now for the anecdote, as the celebrated Mr. Wilks 
related it to me, viz. 

That Sir Richard Steele built the elegant litde 
houfe, adjoining to the fide of the palace,*— -fur- 
nifhed it completely, and lived in it a few years 
with the utmoft delight. But as he was a ftranger 
to ceoonomy, he was often embarrafied — and, at 
Jaft, compelled to apply to his chofen friend, Mr. 

Addifcfl, 
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Addifon, to lend him a thoufand pounds^ on a 
mortgage of the houfe and furniture, which requeft 
was complied with ; and his attorney direfted to 
draw a bond and judgment, payable in twelve 
months j— at the expiration of which, Sir Richard 
not having the thoufand to repay, Mr. Addifon's 
attorney entered up ah execution, — the houfe and 
furniture were fold, and the furplus arrfing to Sir 
Richard was font him, with a genteel letter from 
Mr. Addifon, to afiign his friendly reafon for ta- 
king fo extraordiary a ftep, viz. to try (if poffible) 
to awake him from that lethargy, which muft end 
in his inevitable ruin. Sir Richard received that 
letter with his iifual, philofophical compofure; and 
met his friend with the fame gaiety of temper that 
he had always done; and which fubfifted during 
Mr. Addifon's life. 

Sir Rich. Steele left London in the year 1725. In 
that laft year I feldom miffed the pleafure of feeing 
him in fomc part of every day-, — and being always 
delighted .with his old ftories, I ventured, when I 
found him in the vein;, to mention the above re- 
markable anecdote : — He told me, it was literally 
true— and that he received it, as he believed it was 
meant by his friend, to do bimfervice* 

You 
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You fee, my dear Sir, the benefits arifmg from 
Pbilofophyf Sir Richard Steele was a practical 

fknlofopber. He retired to the city of Hereford, 

and was lodged and boarded there at the houfe of 
a mercer, who was his agent, and receiver of the 
rents of an encumbered eftate, of fix hundred 
pounds a year, which Sir Richard obtained by his 

late wife : at his death it devolved to his two 

daughters, who were both well married. 

I was told, he retained his chearful fweetnefs of 
temper to the laft ; and would often be carried out 
in a fummer's evening, where the country lads and 
laffes were affembled at their rural fports, — and, 
with his pencil, give an order on his agent, the 
mercer, for a new gown to the beft dancer. 

In the year 1727, when I was a levee-hunter* and 
making an intereft with the firft Minifter*, that 
good old man hearing of it, inclofed me an open 
letter to Sir Robert Walpole, that, I remember, 
began thus :— — " If the recommendation of the moft 

obliged man, can be of anyfervijce to the bearer 

Sir Robert received it with his ufual politenefs. 



• The confequence of that felicitation is related in the firft 
letter in this volume. 



As 
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As what followed was court-mocnjbine,——! have 
nothing to add, but the fincerity with which I 
remain. 

Dear Sir, 

Your obliged humble fervant. 



LETTER CXXL 

To Charles Wolseley, Efq. en Provence. 

London. 
My dear Charles, 

■*• HAVE the pleafure of your long-expe&ed let- 
ter from 'Provence, As I am anxious for your 
health and welfare, to hear you remain in the pof- 
feflion of both, will content me. Your warm de- 
fcription of the places you have vifited, and the 
politenefs of the French and Italian people of dif- 
. tin&ion, are what I expefted to hear from you :— 
they are outward charms, that mud captivate the 
heart of every young traveller :— but ftill I hope, 
before three years are expired, you will own, that 
the beft purchafe you have made, is to fet a higher 
value on your native land. Time and experience 

will 
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will convince you, that true happinefs dwells not 
there. 

As you are well allured I have a perfonal love 
for you, and am faithfully attached to your inte- 
reft and future welfare,— -I fliall (under that fanc- 
tion) enjoy the privilege of fpeaking my mind 
freely on this fubjed. No one approved of your 
fcheme of travelling^nore than I :— for befides em- 
ployment, which you had been ufed to* and want- 
ed — as well as improvement (which you had not 
been ufed to) in the ways of the fafliionable world, 
it was neceflary for the gentleman* For, no doubt, 
a man bred from a boy in the fea-fervice , and a man 
bred from a boy in the courufervice^ appear in their 
carriage and deportment, two very -different beings. 
And fuppofing them both to be born of great fa- 
milies, equally formed, as to body and mind* the 
failor, from difufe, muft be confuted at his en- 
trance, into any polite affembly. This, I prefume, 
was. your own cafe,— and what you 1 felt too fen* 
fibly:-* — THat complaint, die courfe you are ih 
will certainly remove ; when that cure is oomple* 
ted, you will be able to look about you,. and diicent 
the empty {how and vanity of courts ; and f to> fay 
with my late friend* Do&or Young \ 

" Courts can; give nothing to the great and good^ 
** But fcorn of pomp, and- love of folituder" 

But 
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But at your prefent time of life, magnificence, 
jewels, and Iparkling eyes muft captivate \-~-Drefs, 
therefore, lace and feather, are of importance, and 

demand a ferious attention. Well, very well,— 

it is granted — «-let it be lb— enjoy the juvenile 
foible : But with this hope, that after full en- 
joyment, you will grow heartily fick of it, and 
throw it away for ever. For I declare, in the ob- 
fervation of a long life, I never yet faw the folitaire 
and feather become the Englifh gentleman after 
five-and-twenty :— and if a man of any profeffion, 
it would be a fmall impeachment of his under- 
ftanding, to continue it fo long — I mean, after his 
return— for while he continues at Rome, he has the 
proverb on his fide. 

I have already obferved, that by the frequent ufe 
of thebeft company, and polite affemblies, that 
difiSdence will wear off, which is thecaufeof confu- 
fion— and a right habit will be contracted. As to 
pcrfonal accomplifhments, they fall to the lot of 
few to exhibit them gracefully. How very few 
gentlemen appear in the ball at court, in the mi- 
nuet, to their advantage? Ah eafy deportment, 
therefore, and that honeft heart you carried out with 
you, is all I defire you to return, with,, free from 
foreign infection. — ^-For believe me, my dear 
Charles, even our blunt EngUJh ftneerity would be 
very ill bartered for Italian or French politenefs. 

The 
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The reply I have to make to your enquiries af- 
ter private family affairs, will be very ihort . 

That they remain juft as you left them. I (hall 
expeft a long letter from Rome, full of critical re* 
marks, as that is a place for fpecu^ation. 

And for ever remain, 

Your allured, faithful friend, 

And fervant 



LETTER CXXII. 

To Mrs, Griffith, in Dublin. 

London, Dec. 1762. 

JV. B. The tragedy of Amana was brought to Lon* 
don y direfted to Mr. ViSor^ completely packed up, 
to be conduced by trim to the Ducbefs of Bedford*, 
and foon followed a letter to entitle him to open it. 



1 



MUST thank my dear Lady Frances for her 
laft obliging letter, which brought me a polite paf- 
port to happinefs. It is impoffible to exprefs the 
refped with which I approached the lady, after the 

pleafure 
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pleafure of receiving her parent's confent — and the 
uncovering her gave me ftrange palpitations ! but, 
good heavens ! — — when I had her naked to the 
fight* ! how beautifully tranfporting ! But, per- 
haps, your Ladyfhip may think it neceffary to 
drop the allegory here ; and as the friend is now 
blended with the lover, I fhall fpeak of Amana 
with as little partiality as can be expe&ed from me; 

The ftory and plan I have exceptions to— but to 
the fentiments and diftion, none. Your part is 
well executed •, I wifh you had trufted to your 
invention for the fable ; you would then have fol- 
lowed Nature, and not have been drove into diffi- 
culties and abfurdities — As in the very firfl: fcene of 
the firft aft, where a rudenefsis committed by a flavd 
to Amana, which is punilhed (by accident) by his 
mafter. The lady's father is brought there, we 
do not know how, to thank the ft ranger ; and af- 
ter lamenting the dangers and trouble parents are 
in, that have handfome daughters, wifhes he could 
get a good hufband for his : — the young ftranger 
couid not well do lefs than offer himfelf,^-which 
the father, and then the daughter accepting of,— 
the match is ftruck up dire&ly not very con- 
fident with the old gentleman's prudence, or the 



* Bound in red Turkey leather, and written on gilt paper, 
in a fine hand. 

daughter's 
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daughter's delicacy ! But fo you found it, and 
fo it is. 

And now let me afk you why ? As the ftranger 
is a young Turk, and the lady born and educated 
there— why were they utter ftrangers ? why not 
in love with each other before? — would not the 
confirmation and explanation of their pafiion have 
been fortunately brought forward by this accident? 
and the abfurdity I have mentioned,. in fane mea- 
fure avoided ? For as the ftory has made the Sultan 
exa&ly like this intended bridegroom, in age and 
perfon (which we fuppofe was handfome;) and as 
the royal lover feems more tranfported with the 
lady's charms,— ——I think moft women, circum- 
ftanced as Amana was— not much longer acquaint- 
ed wifli the one than the other, (no prepofielfion) 
but would have preferred the Monarch to the 
Merchant, if virtue (I had like to have forgot 
that !) had net ftepped in to her aid. 

But all this is eafily altered, as I have already 
hinted — There muft be fome prepofleffion between 
the lovers, before the opening of the play. 

Well, when the Duchefs of Bedford returns the 
copy, it goes to the Earl of Corke •, and you fhall 
have their opinions •, — which, perhaps, they may 
give with greater fincerity to me, as they know I 

am 
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am not the author. I told Mr. Garriek I had a 
manufcript tragedy for his perufal, fent me from 
Ireland : — his anfwer was, " Tell the author, I am 
^engaged for. the next winter, to as many pieces 
" as can be performed j — if the feaf-m following 
4< will do, I will take the copy with me into the 
"country, and give my opinion of it freely."— 
By this nice management, you fee, he avoids read- 
ing any manufcript play during the time of a&ion ; 
and reads in the fummer only for the winter follow- 
ing the next ; which few needy authors can fubmit 
to 5 — and for thole who can, there is room enough 
for objedtions, and neceflary alterations. 

As tp Mr. Qarrick, the tragedy muft be a capital 
one, and a chara&er in it. amazingly ftriking, and 
that ftands forth from the reft, thajt he takes to 
tiimfelf. We had a tragedy this winter, Hecuba, 
from a fellotv of one of the colleges at Cambridge, 
* and excellent good writing— but as the fubjeft was. 
a bad one r and no chara&er -for him, it died filent- 
ly away ; and the author, I dare fay, got little or 
no profit.by it- It is the comedies that claim at- 
tention. 1 had rather have a tragedy, at this junc- 
ture, afted in Dublin, than in London without Mr. 
Garrick it would be better fupported and per- 
formed at Barry's theatre :— I muft, therefore, re- 
new my advice to you, my dear friend, to think of 
Vol. I. Z Dublin 
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Dublin as the place of moft advantage to your 
play, if not to you. 

I fee you are liable to impofitions from tale- 
bearers, as we are. You faid in your laft, Moffop 
was married to the famous burletta-girl — but every 

one here fays, No. Poor B is fled ; and, . 

they fay, demolifhed by D— <— , and tell a fad ftory 
of him, which I do not care to repeat, as he is a 
man I was once at enmity with. 

•I believe I told you in a former letter, that my 
friend, Mrs. Sheridan, has. wrote a comedy;— ay, 
and an acceptable comedy of great merit: — and to 
converfe with, her, and my Lady Frances, for a 
month at Bath, who would the geniufles think mod, 
likely to write a comedy ? Oh, if I had your La- 
dyftiip there one feafon, with an excellent batch of 
Champaigne,. (which we both love) if I did not 
get you with comedy before we parted, I would be 
hanged for it 4 . Send your opinion of things in ge- 
neral, to 

Your impatient faithful friend. 
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I 



N.B. The late Mr. Ton/on, who pur chafed the 
manufcript copy of my alterations and additions to 
Shakefpeare's Two Gentlemen of Verona,- — af- 
ter the following dedication was printed ojf, car- 
ried the proof fheet to Mr. Garrkk, who thought 
proper to make bis earneft requeft to me to with- 
draw it, and only to publifh the fhort advertifement 
that nowftands before that comedy. 



LETTER CXXIII. 

To David Garrick, Efq. 

March, 1771a 
Dear Sir, 



HINTED to you a defign of addrefling this 
comedy to a noble perfonage, on purpofe to pre- 
vent your refufing me the pleafure of thus pub- 
lickly acknowleging this inftance of your favour 
and friendftiip : — To be employed by you to alter, . 
and adapt a play of Skakefpeare's to the prefent 
times 5— and to do it to your fatisfa&ion, was a 

Z 2 fure 
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tore prefagc of having the approbation of the 
public. 

> . 

But to whom could any work of Sbakefpwe's 
be fo properly dedicated, as to you ? It is by 
your excellent 'performances of Jus capital charac- 
ters^that h* has acquired <fo many admirers; end 
to your zeal for the honour of thai: great author, 
th**fo wany pf his plays fare hpen revived. But 
as it may bp prudent for me>to lie , conceal to 
avoid cenfure from the critic, for my prefiyijp^on, 
—I {hall take that advantage of fpeaking yith 
freedom of his numerous editors and commenta- 
tors No lefs than five within the compafs of 

fifty years. 

The firft in the lift of thofe important names, 
is Mr. ttowe; but his attempts, as an editor, 
were fo trifling, as not to require the leaft notice; 
and; amounted to little more than cafting out the 
marginal notes of the different prompters, jwfych 
the ignorant printers, of the firft editions, had 
' brought t into the tceae$. 

Then-followed Mr. Pope, when in the zenith of 
his reputation-, .towlaomithe.iate^Mr. Toofon (the 
proprietor of Shakelpeartfs worits) gave five thua- 
cked poands for his naoae, as the editor of a new 
edition, *t**cn -much wanted, • Any one, by Jook- 

iog 
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ing over that impreffioti, may fee- haw to tide was 
done by that gentlemen, faefides a preface 

Soon after him appeared Mr. Theobald, '(called 
by Pope, the word^oatcber) who triumphed fo 
much about his conqueft over Pope, as an editor, 
that he got hrimfelf crowned in the firft edition of 
the Dunciad; fov^ttign of the dunces, by the 
name of King Log. He was, however, from his 
teaming, add la&ork>us application, better quali- 
< fied for the office of an editor, than any of his 
predfeceffora. A fatirift of thofe times was of my 
opinion, in the following couplet, where he gave 
the preference to Theobald : 

That talk be thine, to fcarch for long-loft words, 
And rake in. fikh for Sh&kefpear&'s astiqpt t— d$* 

Alluding to the trafli that moft of his comedies are 
filled with •, and infinuating, that when thofe in- 
duftrious gentlemen had difcovered the right Word, 
and perhaps reftored the paflage to a right reading, 
the editor had lpent his labour, and the reader his 
time, about nothing ♦, and that the dirty office of a 
word*finder,wasnotfitfor a genius and a gentleman. 

The next was Sir Thomas Hanmer, Bart, who 

publiihed a very pompous editibn, with his name 

as the editor, and without 4 fie I but it was the 

Z 2 . general 
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general opinion, that if his correftions and emen- 
dations were to-be carefully examined, the majority 

of readers would find more wrong than right. 

i . . 

The fifth, and laft adventurer, was the Rev. Mr. 
Warburton, to whom Theobald acknowleged 
for many obligations for hk ufeful difcoveries :— 
but the reverend critic, not content with fuch pal- 
try p.'aiie, gave us an edition, which was to be an 
improvement upon all — but that gentleman's va- 
nity led him to take fuch liberties with his author, 
that he provoked Upton*? Critical Remarks — Rode- 
rick's Cannons of Criticifm— and I remember 
but one paffage in any of the capital plays, where 
the emendation feemed to be bold and ufeful ; and 
that is in the fine foliloquy that opens the fifth aft 
of Othello, where he enters his wife's bed-chamber 
with a light, determined to kill her — The firft line, 
in all the old editions, is as follows : 

" Put out the light y and then put out the tight" 
Or, as - Booth fpoke it, 

*• Put out tte lights and then put out thy light" 

Now Doftor Letherland altered it thus — 

c< Put out the light* and then!— put out the light? 
* c If I quench thee y thou faming minifier"——* 

Thus 
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Thus by a different manner of pointing, he gave 
an entire new turn to the fentiment— and the reader 
is left to determine its merit. 

The five editions of Skakefpeare, (as they are all 
in the, poffeffion of fome curious men of fortune) 
make, of themfelves, a tolerable library; — and 
yet we have been long promifed another* from an 
able hand*: but it is expe&ed, (from the known 
abilities of that author) J his cor reftipn, and emenda- 
tions will be fo various and fo ufeful, that this 
fixtb edition will be the laft, not only for this, but 
theerifuing century, 

I cannot quit this fubjeft, without endeavour- 
ing to obviate a free remark, made by one of thefe 
commentators, — that the Two Gentlemen of Verona 
was not written by Shakefpeare, but by one of his 
contemporaries, and foifted into his works by the 
bopkfeller, to fwell the volume. This was, certain- 
ly a very bold aflertion. Surely there are many 
beautiful marks in this comedy, by which that 
great author could be no more miffed than imita- 
ted — fuch as the following : 



* Dr. Johnstok, 

Prothius. 
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Pkoti'ui 

<c Ceafc to lament for that thou canft not help, 
" And ftudy help for that which thou lamenteft : 
" Time is the nurfe and breeder of all good : 
** Hece, if thou ftay, thou canft not fee thy love ; 
** Befides, thy flaying will abridge thy life : 
u Hope is the lover's ftaff— walk hence wftfi rtfat; 
" And marfage it againft defpalriiig thought.'* 

Sylvia, iri the fourth X&, elites tftfr the 
Wauty 6f Julia, who being difgdiftd & k pigt 9 
gives the iblfowing defcription of htffeif : 

" She hath been fairer, Madam, than fhe is; 
u When flie did think my mafter lof'd her well, 
€C She, in my judgment, was as fair as you ; 
*' But fince fhe did negled her looking glafs, 
* Arid threw her fuh-expellihg mafk away, 
« The air hith ftarv'd the rofes ill her cheeks* 
<* And* pinched the lily-tincture of her face, 
" That notf, methinks, fhe is as brawn as I am." 

I ivA fittpWzed that riot Orie of thofe editors ftMW 
attempted to recover the order of time, in whfcft 
Skakefpeare's plays were written, i cfthrfot be 0f 
opinion, with the before-mentioned editor, who 
pointed out the Tempeft as the firft production-— 
The fine drawing, the high colouring, the matter- 
ftrokes ! 
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tilt gofjgmt ja&Oi I . 

ThVfilemitmpl&! 

f&tgmt ghbe Hfeif!^ - 
Tea, all which it inherit ', Jhall difohe I 
Jki* lib th Ufelejfs fatHc of d <0$6% 
LedtieMhtottkbmtat 

Srifch bbatrty and ftfength cb«M nbt afppear fr> 
thd firflf attempt of a jtmmife pen ;— cfpeciollf in 
a- yoimg genitis* .fthereevefy o¥fte> advantage wait 
Wanting j-^atid tHiith we have full prooft h& after-* 
wards acquired by time and application. 

But fince this point is left dpen to conje&ure, 
I am inclined to think, Romeo and Juliet was one 
of the firft of Shakefpeafe^s pfcrfbtmances j— as the 
efforts of young poets generally appear in love 
iubje&s. In that tragedy, the conduft of the lo- 
vers ft equally rafli— *the raptures naturally charm- 
ing — the diftreffes extremely affefting — and the 
whole expreffed in a fweet fitriplicity of ftile and 

fentiment. Surely, the rhyming couplet that 

ends this tragedy, printed in all the editions, (where 
the ten fyllables are exaftly preferved) bears a 
ftrong proof of a very juvenile poet : 

*' Sure never was a tale of fo much woe, 
*« As this of Julift znd Romeo /" 

Part 
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j>?t of the ftory of the Two Gentlemen of Ve* 
rov a, he met with in a Spanifh novel, tranflated 
*to Englifh about that time, from the fecond 
book of the Diana of George Mojnemayer. 

How. much is it. to be lamented, that this illuf- 
triotis author trufted fo little to himfelf for his 

fables ! Where he was compelled to it, by the 

command of Queen Elizabeth, who wanted to fee 
her favourite Falftaffiw love+ — there we find, in his 
Merry Wives of Windfor, correftnefs, and variety 
of charafters, well fupportcd, with infinite wit and 
humour. 

I am, 
Dear Sir, 

Your obl ; ged, 
Obedient fervant. 
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LETTER CXIV. 

To the Author of the St. James '$ 
Chronicle. 



SIR, 



A. 



^S I have declared *my intentions only to em- 
ploy my pen for the good of fociety, I did not 
think any thing relative to politics, or party ? could 
provoke me to break that defign ; — for I am not 
fo weak, (as Dean Swift fays) to think one mi* 
nifter more virtuous than another, — unlefs by 
chance, or the extraordinary prudence and virtue 

of the king : as mbft men aft upon the motives 

of their interefts and their pafiions. 

The amazing growth of popery in England, 
has been very juftly complained of; and the 
names of Whig and Tory, which had long lain 
dormant, are now revived. The two laft volumes 
of Dean Swift's Pofthumus Works, are now 
brought forth, to prove that the Tory miniftry, in 
the four laft years of Queen Ann, had not the 

leaft 
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leaft thought of fetting afide the Hanover fuccejjion, 
and reftoring the Stuart family. But the truth 
is, that work fell into bungling hands ; and our 
fafety arofe from their qfiar rela among themfelves. 
As to the real matter of faft, can there be a plainer 
proof, than the open, defperate rebellion in Scot- 
land,' before the Ele&or of Hanover was warm 6a 
the Englifh throne ? And to prove that Jaco- 
bite and Tor/ were coufin-germans, were not num- 
bers of the Tories in that rebellion ? Do not we 
all remember the great name in StafFordAirej who 
had his toot in the ftirrup ?— and the late fecreft- 
ry of ftate's father, Who was ferced, by way of fc- 
ctiring his head Aftd fortune? This Was, indeed, 
pftayfag a vefy defpefdtef gitrit !-*-^but it is a con- 
vincing proof, thofe frolejtant toffies WW*, alt that 
time, fo much irtftfttd with potfjb principles, that 
they tfould not tear tha thoughts of giving it op, 
as irretfievaferty teft. 

But to the poirft :-^-^Iti yotir paper of the ldtfi 
inftant, we had fome letters, reprinted from thefe 
netof volumes of Dtzn Swift's* betWet?n hirti tod Mr. 
Steele^which Were fiippafcd would be ikUttflto£ 
to the redder. Now* Sir, I defire td kn&w, hd# 
any difegreerh&it between thttfe two party wriffcH, 
in tilt reign of Queen Ann, ftidtild be thought intfr 
rffiirtg to your readers HOW, Chiefs on the fcOffc df 
party? That the /#ygirfcJA may appear in an 

amiable 
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amiable .light—anil the whig writer the offender, 
and delinquent. Not that I can admit he does, or % 
that Swift has the leaft advantage of Steele, even 
ifi'lhofe lettets. 

As to the late Dean Swift— his life and charafter 
• have been -given us fey 'his intimate friend, the late 
( Eari of Orrery -—but his iordfliip was favour- 
able, — nay, aknoft Ulent-- od the moft interefting 
part of the- chara&er, viz. his principles in poli- 
ticks,— and his conduft in the 'four laft years of 

Queen Ann. 'Indeed, that Lord could only 

Have it from report-, and his Lordfhip's father, as 
well as our noble biographer, were avowed 
tones. 

'Now, Sir, I declare myfelf . ah Old Whig t : antf 
had the happinefs of being introduced "(a very 
youth) to the acquaintance of Sir Richard'Steele, in 
the year 1722; $nd frpm his owp mou^h Ji«uxi 
th^fe intqrefting ftoriej. Dean ,$wift, was thejfy-ft 
and ehifcf authp^ pf the Examiner :r- tl\is, j$e we^ 
fent publifher of thefe vplupre^, tjejls us in nj| 
notes-, ,and aql^nowlegps he wrote thirty-one g%i 
pers, gnd tfcofe were virulent, in the fugport of tly} 
rpeafurps of the tory miniftryjn the fo^r lafl yf£W 
of Queen Ann :— ther$fpr?,3ir, bcfprc thofe J$fterc 
were introduced ft> thp pitf>ljc .jjp y;^r p^pef> thff 

ftory 
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ftory flioujd have been faithfully told relating to 
them. 

Mr. Steele was the chief, fpiritcd writer for the 

whigs : and Mr. Harley, then Lord Treafurer, 

(foon after Earl of Oxford) made Mr.. Steele one 
of theCommiffioners of the Stamp-Office, by the 
means and friendly offices of Mr. Swift, oopurpofe 
to filence him as a whig- writer 5-— as is, the method 
to this day, by penfion or employment... But,Mr# 
Steele (who never alked that favour from the Lord 
TreafurerJ was too honeft to lay down his pen, and 
quit the noble caufe of liberty in the proteftant fuc- 
ceflion,.for an employment : — therefore he wrote a- 
gainft the miniftry, with the fame fpirit, after the 
bribe> as before ; which occafioned the complaints 
from Mr. Harley to Swift, which he mentions in 
the beginning of his letter (No. 1 6) to Mr. Steele, 
in thefe words : 

<c I. did, with the utmoft application, (and de- 
" firing to lay all mycredit upon it) defire Mr. 
<c Harley, (as he was then called) to Jbew you 
€< mercy— — He faid, he would — —and wholly 
u updii my account — that he would appoint you 
w a day t;o fee him. Some days after, he told me, 
"that he did appoint you a day, and/00 bad not 

*• kept it- upon which he reproached me, as en^ 

gaging for more than I could anfwer." 

Surely 
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Surely this paffagc of the Dean's letter, not 
only fliews the abfurdity of the phrafe, Jhetv you 

mercy but, at the fame time proves how little 

Mr. Steele valued the g\ft or the giver. In fhort, 
to avoid all further complaints, he refigned the em- 
ployment foon after, having received but two quar- 
ters' falary. Thus he threw up a place of four 
hundred pounds a year; at a time he greatly wanted 
it, to have the honeft enjoyment of writing, without 
reproach, againft a miniftry he thought enemies to 
bis country! ..... 

As I know your valuable impartiality , on thefe 
occafions, I {hall expert you to give an immediate 
place in your paper to thefe remarks. 

PRO BONO PUBLICO, 
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I 



L JE T T E R CX£V. 



ZJ74. 
Dear Madam, 



SHOULD fooncr have acknowledged your very 
polite reply to my laft letter, if 'I had roc waited 
on the motions of the committee on M. P.t — aa 
cveotjthat.iBOgftgg? ir^£t$?ntipn,as our young can* 
didatc is (in my opinion) in more danger than he 
imagines, of fuffering by a mifcarriage there. — — 
For thofe young men, who fet no value on money, 
and, confcquently, fquander it, differ lefs in their 
nnnds on thefe difappointments, than thofe who 
acquire their fortunes ; and, by that means, are of- 
ten apt to fet too great a value on them. How- 
ever, your brother's letter of Saturday laft, gives 
me great hopes 'of fuccefs from this double return : 
as by the late valuable aft for trying contefted elec- 
tions, juftice muft take place. But to return fo 

you, Madam, my favourite theme f — Again I fay, 
what pity it is that you are enveloped in the cares 

of 
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of a young family ! You, who Have abilities to 
make a figure in the polite world. , Niy, I infift 
on your powers to make a progrefs in any of the 
polite arts J witnefs your promifing eflfcys in paint- 
ing and poetry ! I know your modefty leads you 
to accufe me of flattery— the common charge—- 
but, alas ! why fhould I flatter you ? You are 
(comparatively fpeaking) almoft as poor as I am. 
You have (I blefs God) great profpe&s before 
you : — but then, will not the cuftoms of the world, 
and the natural ambition to vie with your neigh* 
bours of equal fortune, increafe your expences f 
I have had the honour of connections with the flrft 
of men, in power, fortune, and literature, where 
the art of flattery might have ferved me. Lionel, 
the great Duke of Dorfet, was the firft who did me 
any eflential fervice — but I approached him to$ 

late and all my hopes died with a late noble 

Lord, who, while living, added to my happinefs, 

and would have made me completely happy. 

However, I am old enough to be a philofopher-*» 
and am one in fpeculatiop— but J muft now begin 
the practical part, and le^ra content. 

i rejoice to hear you are happily paft the dan* 
gerous hour; and congratulate you on your new 
joy, another daughter ! For my part, I love girl? 
beft :— when they have patted the many hazards 
they have to ruft, and grow into health, they are 
V01.. I. A a true. 
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true dotntftic bleffings. Boy* arc for the worlds 
and muft foon launch lino a fea of dangers* I 
envy all the fathers that hare fine girls* 'till the age 
of fifteen *~~after that period* they begin to look 
for lovers, and to change die fcene Upfront thence 
troubles muft arifc to all fond parents; My dear 
old friend, Sir Richard Steele, I remember, ftartled 
n>e, when he faid, the condition of the bappicfi parents 
was a Jiate not to be envied 7 Reflections of that 
kind, I own, afforded fome confolation thit I was 
not a father — for my affe&ions would have bee* 

powerful ] and yet, had I a fortune, I fboolA 

itiH tfcnk nay felf unbfcft. 

But come, Madam, it is now high time to change 
the fcene to bufinefs- — to your intended tragedy- 
exploit— — And fince providence has gracioufly 
Vept us from real> let us turn our thoughts to ima- 
ginary woe ! And finely fuch exhibitions fliould 
only be attended by happy beings ; that they may 
be acquainted with the miieries of human life j and 
by that means admire the goodnefs erf that Power, 
who has preferved them from ftiaring in thofe dif- 
trefles to which we are ail expofed. 

One of our riews-papers* informed lis* *hat laft 
week the tragedy oijnne Shores ttlptitforftXAfo 
your adjoining county, at- Sir } ffdrfy SrISglnatt** 
where Lady A~— r Appeared in <the<cha#a£ter df 
Jane Sfcorb;wich univerfal aj>pkijfe, : - 

l .. :. Thus, 
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; Thu&*yxn» i^Madafli, $hat tragedy is to be ho* 
no*raWy exhibited in two neighbouring counties! 

Pray do you &now Lady A r? — If I remember 

right, her JLadyfhip has fpirit and air fitter for 
A;licia 9 thaq.che gentle Jane :-r- what faysHaftings, 
iaiiisiflfliloqjjy, after his. quarrel with Alicia ?— — 



" But here comet onS*- 



"Now, you are the gentle Jane in form — in ag^— 
and foftnefs'; — —and to follow the cuftom of 
the ft&ionable world— r— I (liquid offer a goo^ 

found wager,- that yoq beat Lady A-r- — r out 

<>f the field ; if you were- to perform that chara&er 
In that theatre 5~for unlefs you enjoyed all her ao- 
: commbdations, the companion muft fuffer on your 
'fide. For an elegant, complete theatre, where 
svery convenience that art and expence can pro* 
f cure )r muft be an advantage that you cannot enjoy 
in Staffbfd&ire :?— but, however, I will lay my des- 
perate wager on the performance of your finglp 
part, even under thefe difadvantages. 

:Pcrmit me now,.while I think <4 it, to point oqc 

the only dangerous fccne that lies before you,which 

is with Glofter, when he tries to engage your in- 

•4e(eft;wkhX.ord.H4ftings,in the deftruftion of his 

iEoyal nq>h?ws— When he fells you, Raftings is on 

. their 
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ibeir fide, and pleads thdr Ang/2— there, your look* 
Aluft be animated when you fpeak thefe w or d s -"— » 
jfofi He 1 jfoei Hastings {-—there the voice niaft 
be exerted with forcfc and rapture! But hoe let 
me give you this caution* — Your voice, when Icept 
in the proper pitch forlevef fpeaking, i* fwcetand 
well-tontd \ but thrown beyond that, into rage or 
rapture, it is, as yet, too tender to bear that vio- 
lence, and therefore fplits fometintts into dtfcord,— . 
only for want of ufe iA that key; for I would en- 
gage* by proper pra&ice, to bring it to-aay com* 
rpafc. However, when you come to that rapture^ 
* Heaven reward Urn far it /•—there you tnuft «ake 
up the deficiency of your voice, with energy^ and 
Spirited looks.. This muft be done, becatffc it 
snakes that fine contrail, which foon follows, when 
Glofter dooms you to deftruAion-^dteft ytftffink 
into the loweft diftreis — - remetilSe* tftefifent^^ong 
paufe before you kJied«-^uid (fow^ taffi y dot* eyes 
to heaven.*—^ '\ '<"" '"' •"* ? V ;:J 

-What W* l£ that 1 1*itf^t>#«aSf Hiwn 

froirt the plcafure of feeing y<M~jffi fUifUitffe 

1 ^djilce all yohngfkii; ^^ all 

'Ae* fpirited paW:^B^tfintift OTfer with^jkn, as 

aAot 
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• a&or, than he can be of hjtnlelf— -I know he is 
move calculated f<*r characters, of tendemefs than 
sage. And lei me here obferve, that no point of 
i a&ihgis fo difficult, and dangerous as rage j where 
tbe imago ru(h at once on the imagination— the 
. iwifrfucceffion of various attitudes'! though tran- 
fient, they nittft be ftriking j— ftrongly piftutdfque, 
and yet graceful! What a. compafe of voice is 
required to execute that paffion, which muft be 
always tunejuL.., Without theferequi6lie#, the per- 
. ion fo circumftsneod, .is .in great danger of being 
anobje&of ridicule, ' and appearing in the moft 
dttadvantageous light. You will, from hence, be- 
lieve me, when I declare, I hope to.fee neither of 
you provoked to anger.' %*t Mr,.?, r^'affiired, 
the beft light he can appear in to an audience^ is in 
tofil-JptdW?.. Hfi. way depend .upon it, he will 
fpeak the. prologue with moreiexa&nefi, and to 
- more advaotggento hjto3fc& than~any part of Hall 
tings. For though level-tpealcing requires leg 
powers, it demands more judgment; as not only 
. jcveiy^w^M^ but, wry.<«aV(l« muft be.exad :— 
,JihJket. ^io^pia^Mc^plete orator fo < 






_Jt!S5%PS«ttJ^J H«ftings, I have him 
Wl"^M£w^ Jeifrtre 

^^Ihsa^.fia^^dfficultataft^ nothing 

....... .^ 
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,but then ,^iu*.gw«i%,<f9r.rtej^ 

toys * p»Wifiif^W»l*a w*»th«rciquiuwr is ta.be 

s^ge^^r: ttecttmk. attempts s^but, alas-! y«u 

j^fe *U i«A#^ »d4 ure jnuft not ddcend to ftfeh 

.!W^i I'tato thereto^ 

4Wi gfwkw—l wUlgw yw ihc ficft ton line** 



: Ctair atmah 1eH— *o grace At frdm/s page, 
(Priocwbtwe aflors ;b«n to f*ety Age 5 
Jko& nuby *pfiaeefii hm*d<ptiA the fc«w£ . 
Whty ftom the.adrefifeittofc ^wgt>ty N quc**< 

T* nig^t, to try our tiigic force, appears 
A gallant fef of friendly volunteers : 
^npratSH'd in the trade of mimic art, 
5*e€*nly1hHir the diaatetoFflie-heart; v - 
«By N*ttWeV*ttl*ialdne, «hcn tty t>ur cauft, 
i&tfwxt ftttfttiM* a* Aerbtitappl^ufc. 



VI" 



'SUhtthtae^f ftiy ctiticrilhouldiwtack the.endxof 

my flrft line, /& drama's page— —perhaps 4e*a*ay 

fay, the word page alludes to Royal authors— ■*— No 

-' tiw frtiuiali tfeetnle^atttt*; peffon*. Mijlpn avrote 

:ihisN:^)p^-arid Stmpfim ^om/t ex, -for ap illqftrious 
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feat? wi ? the eomvyy *&d : tfcqr **«? frfffifwafds 
ffriatfd with the-. Rosruk an4 &foW* d*»« . i» A* 

ifofto^ /f^:<^Qp» M^beii Briiitefc 
of Denmark, perform^ ;in thofe pkocs ;*-*aur pre* 
fent Monarch appeared in Cato, taught by the late 
Mr. Quin, at the reqiieft of his Royal father; and 
the King delhrersf ft* fpeechc* firbftl the throne, with 
more elegant propriety than any Sovereign in Eu- 
rope — i— perhaps owing to that incident 

I am juft going to the Theatre, to fee a capital 
pra&fte if a new dramatic entertainment, called 
the Maid if the Oaks, in which will be exhibited 
the Fete Cbampetre, which will prove the fined:, as 
to elegant fcenery, that ever yet appeared.— -—I 
read the comedy part at Mr. Garrick's, at Hamp- 
ton, foon after my return to London. The fketch 
was written in two ads, by General Bourgoine; but 
its enlargement, and valuable improvements were 
made by the grand matter, the beft hand for adapt- 
ing pieces 4ot t the ftage. Thfe varfote Uftc fcenei 
in the gardens, are to be illuminated; and as 
Slingfby, and a fine female dancer, from the opera 
at Paris, are to lead that vaft troop— ~^-and as near 
an hundred men and women are to appear in fan* 
cied dreffes, I fh all leave you to envy the happy 
people of London, who are to enjoy this grand fpec- 
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I wHh Mr. P. would bring you, mil hit two 
agreeable lifters hither— and then lee how I will 
buftfe to gee you accommodattoni-^nothirtg Stall 
fee wanting, im the power of, 



Tour moft obliged friend, 
And faithful fehrant, 
1. T. 



©IP Qf THE FIRST VOUJMB, 
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